ONE TO ONE DISCIPLESHIP

Table of Contents
Introductionto DiSCIPIESNID......coiiiie e e e 3.

Part One: Knowing God

VA To ] LS S U PP 7
2. How Canl BeSureThatl Am GoingTo Heaven?...............uvviiiiiemmmmcceeeeeeeeeeeeviiiiees 14
3. WhatIS GOU LIKE?... i eeememm et eeemen e e e e e e e e e et s mmneenneesbnn e e e as 21.

Part Two: The Disciplines of a Christian

4. How Should StudyTheBibIe?........ccoi e 32
5. HOW ShOUI Pray..........coooiiiiiiiiiiicmmmemm et seeemnn s e e e e e e eessmemmeensnnnnnnne e 400
6. How Canl BEA WiItNESSTO OtheIS 2. ..u e A8

PartThree:The C h r i s Relatomnsbipsto the Church

1. Whatls My Relationshifio Othersin The Church?.............oovoiiiiiiicooccci 54..
2. Whols TheHoly Spirit, And WhatSpiritualGifts DoesHe Give?...............cccceeeevv e 65
3. WhatDo | NeedTo Know About SpiritualWarfare............cccccvviiiicccccciiiicii 76.
4. WhatDo | NeedTo Know About Stewardship2..........ccoooeeeiiiiiccceeeeeeeeeee e 87

7. How Canl EffectivelyDisCipleOthers?.........covi it ceeeeeie e eeenmme e 124
This manual may be reproducednfmn-sale purposes only.

1



Introduction to One-To-One Discipleship

There are mary method and tools God uses to hep Chrigiansgrow in their spirituallife. One of these
tools is oneto-one disciplesip. Before beginningthe processof discpleshp with anothe person it is
importan to first understad the Biblicd principk of discipleshipThe word 6 d i s cwomedfrenda
Gree&k word which mears "apprenticé as in 0 oerwho learnsby doing." Oneto-one discipleshipthen,is
when one Christian takes anothe Christiam unde his/her cae in orde to hep tha persm becone an
0 a p p réoefddsa Chret and to experiencespiritualgrowthby learningard doig

We can see the importane of disciplesipi when we study the New Testamen-- theword 0 d i sHodcypsl e

269times!Discipleships importantbecausit helps the persm beirg discipled to becone establishein the
basicof the Christianfaith (seeEphesiang:1416). It allows them to ak questios abou ther faith, and
to be challengé ard encouragein area in whidc they are weak It helps them to identify ther God-given
spiritua gifts and equis them to shae the gospéwith unbelieverd n addition a vely importan aspetof
disciplesipisthat it trairsard equips aChristia to discipé othe believers.

Discipleships the primarymethodof teachig Jesg usel in his three yeas of ministly heeonearth J e s
man focus was not on large groups of people but rathe He focusel on jug 12 men who were known as
Hi s 0 d i Thesadipciplespat @ grea ded of time with Jesus The time they sper togethe was not
in aclassrom ard not even in a synagogudRatheyJesusaughtHis disciplen the strees of the city and
in theirdailyactivitiesastheytraveledabouttogether. Theylearnedhe skillsof prayergvangelisntivingin
obediencespiritua warfare showirg compassio ard forgivenessard mary othe things How did they
lean the® skill® They learné by listening watchinglearningard finally imitating the actions attitudes,
ard teachingof Jesughe masteteacher.

Over athree yea period Jesa not only taugh His discipés to understad the truths of the Christian faith,
He al® trainal ard equippd them to pas the® truths on to others.ThenjustbeforeJesuseft thisworld,
He commandeé them to 6 @ ard MAKE DISCIPLES of all nations.. . 8(Matthew28:19)Jesusvanted
his disciplego reproducehis principleof discipleshipn othe people He wantel them to discipé other
believesin the sane way tha He had disciplel them.

We can al® see the principk of disciplesip practice by others sud as the Aposte Paul Pau took two
younge men Timothy ard Titus unde his care He usel the principk of discpleshp as he trainel and
equippd them to understad ard pas on the Christia faith. Pau then instructel Timothy to continte the
proces®f discipleshigellinghim:

0 Adihethingthd ya haeheatfranmeamogmagwitnessesmihestofaithful
men who will be able to teach othersalso6 (2 Timoth22 NewKirgJan®/ersion).

From thisvergwe can seehow theaposttPauo r e p r @hinsettierald discipleship:
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Paul

Titus Timothy
Faithful Men Faithful Men Faithful Men Faithful Men
Others Others Others Others Others Others Others Others

As we see from the illustration above it shoutl be the desie of evey Christim to beadr epr oduc i

Christiarg that is, one who promotes faith in Jesa in others by his testimory ard exampleDisciplestp is
more than jud teachig someor sone fact abou the Bible. Discipleshipmeansncouragingupporting,
andpraying daily for the persbaingdiscipled Disciplesip mears spendig time with the othea persm --
sharingmealsdiscussingroblems servingothers,and goirg with them to witnes to unbelievesin the
neighborhoodDisciplestp meais nothing les than waking togethersideby-sideandgrowingtogetheliin
the Lord. As the apostlePaulsaidin 1 Thessaloniarn.8,0 \Wlove ya o mub thd weweedeligtddo share
witya nd onythegospd Gal bu ou liveaswellbecaegw had becamdeatou s . 6

Jus as Jesa ard Pau did not use aclassrom in makirg discipleslikewig mary of the discipleslip lessons
in this manuawill occu in the strees and fieldsof you townsard not necessayilin you churd. For
exampleyou will not merey lean abou evangelim but you will actualy go with the persm who is
disciplig you to witnes to an unbelieve in your neighborhood You will not merey lean about
servanthod but will actualf sene someor in you locd church Christissiean betsnd by simplhearmgbu by
doig(seeJame1:2223) AsJom MacArthu states:

0 B edisaipieowatgodlings ¢ atddmplimathirteewdeclass;

itisaccomplbespenditimewitr agoglindividudbalkigwith

himfeelghisheartbeaearghimspda, ardseeghimp r ay . 6

In closing as we emphasig disciplesip throughot this manuallet us alwag remird ourselvetha growth
comes from the insice out. Too often in Christia circles we male the mistale of gettingpeopleto 6 d o 6
the right things rathe than helpirg them chang on the inside.lt is our desirethat this processof
disciplestp will cauginne chang that will resultin lastingoutwardchange.

May God blesyou asyou take thisstep in following C h r sicanmé@adtoo G@amdmaled i sci pl es
Mti hukunjwa wakati ungali mchanga

On redresse | 6arbe quand il est
A stick is straightened while still young
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Guidelinesfor the Discipler

1.
2.

10.

Seletapersm to discipéonly afte careflipraye ard evaluation.

Beforeyou beginto discipleanotherperson,it is importar to discus with him or her why you are

meetig ard the commitmen involved Real the dlntroduction to Discipleship togethe ard make

certamn the proces of disciplesiu is understoodAlso ask 0 Wh are you need ard expectations
regardinghisdiscipleshipr oces s ? 6

Before you weeky meeting with the persm you are discipling alwayg take the time to reviev each
lesso ard pray abou wha will be discussedegy in mind the spiritud maturiy of the persm you are
disciplingasyouplanyourdiscussion.

Be certan to do only ONE lesso & time Malke sute the persam you are disciplirg has a compleg and
properunderstandingf eachlessorbeforegoingon to the nex lesso (evean if you hawe to speml 2-3
weekson a difficult lesson) This is veryimportant as the persm you are disciplirg will eventuayl be
teachig someoe else Male sue tha they ar not simply memorizig maerid but tha they are
understandingndapplying it. Se& to discove the mog meamngfulthingin eachessorfor the person
you are disciplingard hep him or he to male a leas one practichapplication.

Tel the persm you are disciplig tha anythig persona tha is discussg will be keg completely
confidential Shae praye requestwith the persm you are disciplingard pray daily for him/her.

Be sensitie to the need of the persm you are discipling There will be times when you neal to set
asia the lessa in orde to pray abou sone personhneed or to answe sone vely importan questions
tha the studemis strugglig with. Rememp&persasmoeimportdthan aprogram!

Review review review This is the key to learning (The apostt Pete useal this principlein 2 Peter
1:1115.) Reviewmaterialfrom previouschaptergincluding memoy versesard reviav progres on
goalssetpreviously.

Encourag the persm you are disciplirg to compleé the homewok for ead lessa (the homewok will
take abou one hou ead week to complete)Hold tha persm accountableEmphasie the importance
of thisdiscipline.Besureto givemuchpraiseard encouragemeéro the persm you are disciplig when
he or she faithfully completsthe work ard when you see growt in his/her life.

If the personyou are disciplingregularlyfails to comple¢ the homewok or failsto keep3 or 4
appointmerd with you (even aftee mudh encouragemerirom you) it may be beg to suggesto that
persm tha perhag the disciplesip shoutl be postponed until he or she is rea¢ ard abke to be
serioust committel to the disciplesip processThis will then male you availal# to discipé someone
who isread to befaithfu to following throudh on the commitmenrequired.

Evaluation of the persm you are disciplimg is vely important After the fourth lessonsper sorre time
askimg specift questios to discove if they are growing Also ak them abou ary frustratiors or
disappointmestthey may be experiencig (mary peopk are afrad to expres disappointmestor
frustratiors unles they are specificayl asked)It will alo be vely helpfd if you ak the persm you are
disciplig to evaluag you afte the two of you compleé the manué so tha you can becone a more
effectivediscipler.



Assignmentfor Chapterl

Who isJesus?

NOTE: Inorde to gd to know ead othe alittle better take amomen to shaewha you dreansand
goatarein ead of theethree areas:

1. Charactegoals
Examplesl wart to be moredisciplined | wart to be more patient.

2. Spiritual goals
Examplesl wart to real the entire Bible | wart to lean to shae my faith.

3. Personal goals
Examplesl wart to pay off my mortgage. | want to be able to help support others.

Do not go on to chapte 2 until you have complete ard checkd ead of the following assignments:
__ Studyard compleethe materihfor chapte 1.
__ Discusyou answesto the questiosin chapte 1 with the persm who isdisciplirg you.

__ Memorizelohn3:1617,andtellit to the personwhois disciplingyou.

Note: To hep assisyou the erd of thismanuéhasalist of memoy versstha you can photocopycut
ard inset into you wallé ard reviev from timeto time.

— John3:1617. ForGodsdovethe world, that he gawdyhSon, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to co
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him



Part One: Knowing God

Chapterl
Who I s Jesus?

MemorizeJom 3:1617f 6 For God so | oved the world, t
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him.é

Who Is Jesus?

In orde to truly understad the Christia faith, we mug first cleary understad who Jess Chrig is. Many
peopé hawe an incorret understandipof JesusThe Muslins say Jesaismerey aprophet Jehovah
Witnessesay heisnot God. Mormorssay Jessbecam agad throudh goad works Otherssay that He was
jug agoad teacher Thisiswhy it is so essentido understad wha does the Bible actualy say aboutJesus?

A. HelsFully God
Thefirst thingwe mug know abou Jessistha Heisfully God. Heisnaot jud partly God, rathe Heis
100%God. HelS God.

Rea Jom11A In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and tled¥drd-Mad Bed
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we hgleeysasmhibeglamly Son from the Father, full of grace anc
What do these gabou who Jesaisard how long He hasexisted?

Describén you own wordswha you think Jesa mean when He madck the following clains abouthimself:

f John10:3@3f land t h Fat her are one. 6 31 The Jews

e
them, o0l have shown you many good works from
answered him, 01 taregong to stane ybuwbut foablagpbeony, besanise kou, thding
make yourself God. o

T John18:49A Philip said to him, oLord, show us the
been with you so long, and you still do nehitip@wvheever has seen me has seen the Father. How cal
say, O6Show us the Fatherao?

Describein your own words what othes thougtt of Jesisin the verses listed:

1 Thomas, as readdohn 20: 228fi So t he ot her disciples told hi

them, oUnless | see in his hands the mark of
hand i nto his side, | s dieciples were énside agaib, and Themas was with
Al t hough the doors were |l ocked, Jesus came a
Thomas, OPut vyour finger her einmysidaDomnet disbeligve, hua
believe. 6 28 Thomas answered him, oMy Lord a

1 J e s us 0,asageadidohne5sl8 This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to Kill him, bece
only was he breaking the Sabbath, butdsliwgGeethis own Father, making himself equal with God.
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Jesa had the ability to do thingstha only God can do. Read the passages below and thseridevha
Jesswas abkto do tha only God can do:

o Mark2:3127fi And when he returned to Capaftealsome days, it was reported that he was at h
2 And many were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at the door.
preaching the word to them. 3 And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four me
they could not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and wl
an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay. 5 And when Jesus saw their fe

the paralytic,venSon,6 ydbaw ssame afr et feorsgar i b
their heart s, 7 OWhy does this man speak |
a | o Anel indnediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus tuestsehezs wstioh to

t hem, OWhy do you question these things in
sins are forgiven, 6 or 108utta you mayRnow #hat the Sok ef
Man has authority ontedn t o f he sagditovtlee parélyitids 60 | say to you,
bed, a n @2Agdde rose eral imdnediately picked up his bed and went out before them
they were al/|l amazed and igngrliifk e dt Giod!, 6 s a

o Colossian$:1516f He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him a
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or donfinatins or rulers c
thirgs were created through him and for him.

0 1Corinthiand5:27f Now | would remind you, brothers, of the gospel | preached to you,
you received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fa
| preached tofyamless you believed in vain. 3 For | delivered to you as of first import
what | also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,
was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with dhd 8aigtares,
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hund
at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he
James, then to all the apostles

Jessa is the only religioudeademho fulfilled manyprophecieshroughou the cour® of His life. The Old
Testament which was written by mary individuals over a period of 1,500 years, contains 332
prophecis which wele fulfilled in the birth, ministry ard deathof Jesuslt is absolutgl impossike that 332
prophecie would conme true simpy by chane -- the only way this woul be possike is if Jesa is God,the
promisedMessiah Followingarejustafew propheciesegardinghelife of Jesus.

Prophecy J e sfulfdldent of the prophecy
Isaiah7:14- virgin birth Matthewl:18, 285

Micah 5:23 - born in Bethlehem Matthew2:56

Zechariahll1:12- sold for 30 piecesof silver Matthew26:15

Isaiah53:12- crucifiedwith thieves Matthew27:38

PsalnB34:20 not asinglebrokenbone John19:33

Isaiahb3:9- buriedin arichma ntdndb Matthew?27:5760

Jests is God. The prophecis He fulfilled, the life He led the miracle He performedthe clains He made
of Himself,the wordsof othersregardingvho He was His death resurrectin ard ascehinto heave - al
point to the fad tha Hewas not jus aman Heis God.

B.Jess Is Also Fully Human
Jesus is nainly fully GodHe isalso fully humarilhe Bible shows us tha when He lived on earth He
possesse al the qualitis tha ary otha human beirg possesse$ie was bom to a human mother
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(Matthev 1:1820) ard grew in the sane way as ary othe child (Luke 2:52) He had a human body He
experiencetiunger(Mark 11:12)ard thirg (Jom 19:28)He becare tired (Jom 4:6) He felt physicapain
ard He bled when He was injured (Jom 19:34)He had human emotionsHe was temptel (Luke4:113); He
experiencednger(Mark 3:5); He wept in sorrav (Jom 11:35) He felt anguib a thethought of His
impendingdeath (Luke 22:44).So then, Jesusvas 100% God, clothedin 100%humanity.

C. JeswsIsthe Only Religious Leader Who I s Risen From The Dead
All four Gospelsstatethat Jesusosefrom the grave(seealsol Cor. 15:18). Followingis a comparison
betwea Jessard othe religiosleadesin the world:

Mo h a mstemb 6 occupied
B u d ¢torabd occupied
Confuciustomb occupied
J e stamb O EMPTY!

Thus we can summarigthat JESUSS THE GODMAN WHO ISRISENFROMTHE DEAD!

Why Did Jesis Come?
1. Whywasit necessgifor Jess Chrig to comé&Rea Romais3:2 i for all have sinnedadirghort of the
glory of God

2. Becauswe hawal sinnedwe al haethe neal for forgivenesof our sins ReadHebreve 9:22f
Indeed, under the law almosigersepyitiied with blooditwadt the shedding of blood there is no forgivenes:
singi and describe what it s&equiredn orderfor sinsto beforgiven:

In the Old Testamentthe Israelits wele commandeé to periodicall bring animas to the prieg to
besacrificedor the forgivenessf their sins.Theselanbs had to be perfect withou spd or blemish
Thepries killed the anim#& ard sprinkl@l the blood on the alta as a temporay coveing for the sins
of the people.This practiceof sacrificingambsis a picture of the comingof JesusLook up the®
verss anddescribavha they say abou Jesus:

a. Johnl:29i The next day he saw Jesuscomiag d hi m, and said, o0Beho
the sin of the world!

b. 1Peterl:1819A knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathe
perishable things such as silver or gold, 1preatamgibtbed of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemis
spotWhat is Jesusalledn versel 9 WhatdoesHis blooddo for you (vs.18)?

Jesgistheo L d aff Godd who died not jud to cove our sirstemporarilybut to wad them away
forever. He gaveHis preciousloodto redeenus (redeen meais 0 d releasfrom bondageusualy by
mearsof apricep ai d 6 ) .

3. Jesaknew tha withou arelationstp with Him, lifeisempt ard meaninglesdHe al® knew that
withou arelationshp with God, peopk coul not experieneeternalifein heaven Real thefollowing
verssard describevha JesgHimsef sad abou why He caneto earth.

a. Johnl0:107 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life
abundantly.

b. John3:1617f 6 For God so | oved the world, that he
perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, t
world mighe saved through him.

c. Lukel9:10h oFor t he Son of Man came to seek and to s
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Jess cane to earh becaus He loved us ard wante@l us to hawe eterné life ard a relationstp with
Him. Sine sinfu peopé c athae arelationshp with a holy God, JesusacrificedHimselfso thatour
sinsmightbe forgivenandwe mightbe holy. John15:13saysp Geate love has no one than this, tha
helay down hislife for hisf r i e Trudyslesosovesus!

Jesis s Coming Back To Earth

Jess is alive today ard is vely actiwe in the world ard in the lives of ChristiansHowever He is not
physicallywalkingon earthas he did 2,000yearsago.But the Bible tells us tha Jess will come back
physicalt oneday in the future.

1. What do the following versied you abou Jesudetumn to earth:

a. Johnl4:23f1 0 Let not your hearts be troubled. Beli e
it were not so, would | have told you that | gretcepi@paya@a3 And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will col
and will take you to myself, that where | am yéu may be also.

b. 1Thessaloniank1618fi For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of comnzanbangfél the voic
and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then wed ivnoaugtalvp, who
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will ailvaysfoe \sitictuedge drEBanother
with these words.

C. 2Thessaloniaris 710 i and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed
mighty angels 8 in flaming fire, inflicting venbeaiweaikituys€>od and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord .
suffer the punishment of etemal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and foomirseagidnadtibis imiggt, 10 wh
glorified is baints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.

d. Acts1l:911i And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cl
of their sight. 10 And whilectlgegazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in whi
and said, oMen of Galilee, why do you stand
will come in the same way as you saw him@o into heaven.

Ther are ove 300 referenceto Christs retumn in the New TestamentNobody knows exacty when Jesus
will retun to earth but from the contex of the verss you read it is clea tha God wans us to wak
in holines ard eageyl awai His comirg (see 1 Jom 3:23). When Chrig returns everyoe will see Him
andrecognizehat He is indeedthe Lord! For Christianst will be aday of rejoicing but for those who
rejectedHim, it will be a fearfuldayof judgmentThosewho know Jesuas theirSaviourand Lordwill
enter heaveard enjoy eterna life, but those who did not put ther faith in Jess will be eternalf
separatfrom God ard will be ser to aplae of eterndpunishmen(see Revelatin 20:1115).

Knowing Jests as Saviourand Lord

In orde to be a Christian we mug understad who Jess is ard why He cane to earth Bu
understanding not enoughwe mug al® beliewe in Him. But beleving in Jesuss not enougheither!
The Bibletellsustha even the demors believ (Jams 2:19) In orde to be a Christian we mug put our
faith in Him. Wemug male apersonbdecisia to repen of our sins trug Jesaand commt our livesto
Him.

Thegospéof Jesa Chrig can be summarizeétin 5man points:

1. Heavenls A FreeGift.



Fa it isbygraeya haebeesavethrougfait - ard thsnad franyourselyviesthegit d Godnad byworkso
thd noorecan boas{Eph.2:89)

Heavea isnot earnd or deservedNothing we do (like churd attendancédaptismhelpirg the poor,
readimg the Bible etc) can ean our way to heaven This can be se@ more cleary when we understand
whd the Bible sag abou man.

Man Is A Sinner and Separatée From God.

0 A haesinngardfal shdrd thegloyd Godd (Rom.3:23)

Evely persm who has eve lived has missd G o d slandadt of perfection Thus we mug admittha
we are sinnes amd are separatk from God who is Holy. The reasa why sinfd man cannot ente
G o dHbly heava comesinto sharpefocuswhen welook at whé the Bible sag abou God.

. God I's Both Merciful And Just.

Becaus God is loving ard mercifu] He does nat wantto seeus punishedin hell for our sin. But
becaus God is al® just He demand tha someor hasto be punishedor our sins. Thereforethere
mug be atonemenfor the sinne before God will allov him into heavenSo then how can Gal sole
this dilemna ard showv both justie (i.e puni$ our sin) ard merg (i.e allov us into heavenat the
sane time? The answe is tha He shows His merctoward us by sendingJesudo earth As Chrig
takes our punishmehon the cross G o djastieis then satisfied Thus,we affirm tha "Gal 0 love the
woid tha hegaghisoreard ony Sonthda whoevieeliesi himshdlna perisbu haveterndifed (Joh 3:16).

God lovesyou so mud that He woul rathe die than sper eterniy withou you!

. Christ 1sOur Bridge To God.

0 K theeisoreGalardoremediatbetwe&a ardmentheman ChrisJesus( 1 Timothy2:5

As we hawe alreagt se@ in this chapter Jess is the infinite God-man who is abk to be the only
mediato betwea Holy God ard sinfu man We can choo® to take the penaly for our sins
ourselve in hel or we can choo® to hawe Jesa Chrig take the penaly for us on the cros and
escap the wrah of G o dj@ddgmen (Roman 5:9) If we choog Jesusthen his deah on the crossack
ao b r dtabgirgusinto arelationshp with aHoly God.

Sone peope try to build a bridge to God by way of goodworks,religion,moraliy ard so on. The
scriptue teache us tha al of these attemps are futile. Only the cross of Chrig is abk to bring usinto
arelationsip with God.

Someoe has sad tha religion can be spellé with two letters0 BO . Religon tellsus o 0 d amb

0 doaha in orde to work you way to heave. Biblical Christianity however,is spelledwith four

letters,0 DO-N-E . desushaso d o ntealdfor us. By His deathand physicalresurrectionJesus
paidfor our sinsand purchased placein heava which he offers as a gift, which you canreceie as

afreegift by faith.

. The Gift Of Eternal Life Is Receivad Through Repentane And Faith.

You mug personajl receie Jesa Chrig (Romas 5:17 and 10:13 John1:12).It is not enoudp to jud

KNOW fact abou JesusYou mug receddessipersonglh orde to be a Christian ard haveeternal
life. He r an@&sample:Justbelievyitha aspim will cure you headachwill not male your pain go
away-- you haveto swallowit, to 0 r e c &,ibefaredhe aspirinis effective In the sameway,
knowingmerefactsor dataaboutJesuslonewill not saveyou from the penaltyfor your sins-- you

mug male adecisio to put you trug in Him ard receie Him asyou saviouard Lord.

Thefirst step in thisdecisio isrepentancelesapreachd in Mak 1:150 R e paadbelieethe
g 0 s pTdhewordo r e pneeandwd things:
1) Toturnawayfrom sin,to forsakeyoursinfulchoices.
10
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2) Tochangeourmind,asin havingremorseoversin.

The secon st is to plae you faith in Chrig alone. We musttrustin ChristPLUSNOTHING in
orde to hawe a relationshp with God ard go to heavenYou can do tha now by prayirg from your
heat words sut as these 0 L @ Jesusl know tha | am a sinne ard do not desere eternélife. But
| beliewe you died ard rose from the grawe to purchas a pla@ in Heave for me Jesusl now repeh
ard turn awg from my sins ard | tumn in faith towad Jesa on the cross Come into my life andtake
control of my life. | amplacingmy trustin You alore for my salvationard | accep yourfreegift of
eternal i f e. O

HaveyoureceivedesussyourLord andSaviouandcommittedyourlifeto Hm? Yes or No?

0 Wh pbeliesan theSm haseterndife bu whoevejestheSon
wil na selife fa Godswralh remasm hini (Jom 3:36)

Ponde thegewords of D. JamsKenned as he summarizethe gospéthisway:

0 Glashoy ardwearsinfu-t hsahe péoblerdnd if tha weeal thee weeto theproblenGal

woud solg it vey quicklyHe woud sed us al to hd. But Godis alsdovinginfinitgl so And
becaebkeloveus hesenhis om s inotheworldAnd hemputka laid upa JesiChris al o

ou guil ard sin And th@ sometlgmvhiclconfoundeeas | fird learrtbit as a fatherGal pouik

ou hisentiewral fa sh upon kiow sonAnd JessChrisin bogt ard sousuffedenfinitelin our
beh&brd pad for tkepenaltfa ou sin As| tod many the probha fo yau is simpte/ou sirs ae
goigto fepuniskidy God Thequestias arethg goigtobepunisklen ya in hdlforever o Jes
Chris n thecro8df ya woud prég thelatterya neéto abandhaal trusg in yoursealéperd you
sinsRecaimini you hearas Saviousird Lord trustigin hisatonig dedt as you ony hop d
salvatio\nd His prome&is 6 kiwlo truss in mealreaghaseverlaggiifed T h sthegddn e ws . 6

Who Do You Say Jesis Is?

In thischapteryou hawe reviewd sone bast facs abou JesusIn you own words describe owrite out
who you sayJesuss:

Devotiond Thought

We closethis lessonwith a devotionathoughtfrom John15:15.Jesusaysn thatverse ho longercall
you servantshecausa servahdoes not know his mastes businesdnstead! hawve called you friends, for

everythinghat| learnedrom my Father | have mace known to youo Thereisevenahymecall@do J e s u s
WhataFriendfor S i n nwhichsetindof thiswonderfultruth.

Remird yoursditha Jesais the God-man who died ard rose from the dead ard is alsoa friend who will
be close to you than anyore el evey day thisweek!

Mayyourlovefor Jesugrowevendeeperasyouthink on thesehings!

Prayer
Clogyou timetogethe by sharig sone praye requestthe both of you may have.
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Assignmentfor Chapter2
How can | be surethat | am going to Heaven?

NOTE: Do not go onto chapte 3 until you have completd ard checkd ead of the following
assignments:

__ Studyard compleethe materihfor chapte 2.
__ Discusyou answesto the questiosin chapte 2 with the persm who isdisciplirg you.
__ Memorizel John5:1213,andtellit to the personwhois disciplingyou.
__ Revievthememoy verssfrom lag week.
"1 John3:16170 F Godsol ovedéod
I'1 1John5:1213012 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not

have life. 13 | write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know
that you have eternal Ife.

OPENING CONVERSATION FOR LESSON 2: Whatwas the bed thing and the worst
thing that happenel to your community this pag week?

12



Chapter2

How can | be surethat | am going to Heaven?

Memorize1Jom 5:1213f o Whoever has the Son has |ife;
of God does not have life. 13 | write these things to yaho believe in the name of the Son
of God that you may know that
you have eternal [|ife.o

A governo of a stat has the powe to pardm acrimna ard s¢ him free However, no governorhasever
pardond acriminad ard then adoptel him as a membe of his family. But that is exacty wha God has done
with us! Not onlyhasHe pardonedisfor our sins but He hasalsoadoptedisinto His foreverfamily!

Throughgracealone, God hasmadeyou His child. As J.I. Packehaswritten,0 A d o pig aifamihidea,
conceivd in terns of loe and viewingGod as fatherln adoption,God takesus into His family and
fellowshipandestablishegs asHis childrenandheirs.Closenessffectionandgenerosiy are a the heart
of the relationshipTo be right with God the judge is a grea thing, but to be loved ard carel for by God
the Fathe iseven greatet (KnowingGod, InterVarsityPress1973).

The scripturs tha will be examind in this chapte will cleay tead us tha our salvatia is completely
secue ard tha we can neve lose our adoption As we shal see from beginniig to end it is completely
G o d grae tha gives us this precios sonship/daughterghiwith the Father In G o d family you have
absolugsecurity!

We Can Know That WeAre Saved
Becausour relationstp is completel dependenupon G o d grae alone we can have 100/ assurareof
salvatio - an assuraretha you are G o dchild ard tha He will neve leawe you.

1. ReadJohnl1:1213fi But to all who did receiwehurbelieved in his inamaye the tmgbecowcteldren
of God]5whavere bormgt of blondr of the will of the flesh nor obtheanillbut of Godandthen
answethefollowingquestions:

a) Wha peopek are spiritualy bominto G o df@mily?

b) When you receive Christ wha did you becom@

2. ReadlJohn5:11313f Andthis is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 W\
Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 | write these thimf$ie $on who b
of God that yoaknow that you have eteiinahlifdanswethefollowingquestions:

a) If apersm has Jessin hislife, wha el does he have

b) Vere 13 sayso T heéhimgs | hawe written to you who beliee in the name of the Sa of God in
orde tha you may (circe the corret one haooetha  feklike trytogg  knowtha  you have
eternal i f e. &

Our salvatio doesnot depem on our emotionsbut on the Bible Evenif wed o tralivag FEEL likewe
are savedwe mug trug the facsin the Bibletha assue ustha we can KNO W we hae eternélife.
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Do Not Depend Upon Emotions

1.

Peopéresponl differenti to the experieneof receving Christ Sone peopé hawe very emotional

conversiondut othelsdo not. The Aposte Pau had avely dramatt ard emotionhconversion Read
Acts22:610 abou hisconversia experieneand write downsore of thethingsthat he experienced:

0O0As | was on my way and drew near to Damascus
Andlfelltotiler ound and heard a voice saying to me, ¢
O0Who are you, Lord?d And he said to me, 0l am
with me saw the light but did notdindérdtae v oi ce of the one who was
do, Lord?d And the Lord said to me, ORise, an
to do. ©

On the other hand; i m ostcdmuer@io was NOT dramatt or emotional Rea 2 Timothy 15 ard write
whé hisconversiorwadike:l am remindegiafsincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Loi:
youmother Eunice and now, | am sure, dwells in you as well.

Even thoudh the® two men had vely differert experiencesboth were save when they receive Christ
and boh receivd the gift of eternalife. Different personalitiekavedifferert emotions Sin@ emotiors
vary greatlywe shoutl not build our assurare of salvatio upon them Seekig an emotiona
experiene has causkmary to wonde if they arerealy saved.

The Bible sayso Wwak by faith, not by sight (2 Corinthiars 5:7) This mears that we mug not live
accordigto wha we see ard fee| but accordig to our faith in God ard in HisWord.

Look up and wte Hebrewsl 1:6here;

Readlohn20:242971 Now Thomas, one of the Galigldehe Twiras not with them when Jesus came. 25 Sc
ot her discipl éehxe tLolrd . i mouum Wees $saaM eds et eoe itnhtehm,s |
place my finger into the mark of the nails, and plad¢eimg hasdiintbe , 26 Eight days laterehise r
disciples were insithe @agd Thomas was witittihemgh the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood amc
and said, OPeace be with vy oandseeyhandishandputiow yoaraand
and place it in my side. Do not disbelieeeybatbed 28 Thdma s oads waede dhy h iIGm
hi m, 0 Heveddecausewyou havdBiessechaPe those who have notkegrnvaaedybte | i ev e d.

a) Wha did Thomasay heneedd in orde to believe@ (Seeverg 25)

b) Whatdid Jesusayregarding h o nreeexfdr proof (seeverse29)?

c) How can thisexamphep uswhen weare struggligwithnot 6 f e élikeweage save@

Our faith must be in God and His Word, not in our feelings.
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Upon What Then Do We Base Our Assurance?

The assurareof our salvatia is not base on our feelingsbut rathe upan the authority of G o d \Wasd.
We can use elpfu diagran of a truck to illustrae the relationsip betwea the factsof the Bible,our
faith,andourfeelingsHere is a truclwith a tractor to pull it and a trailer to carry the cargo.

The fact of the Bible are the 0 e n g whithemovesthe truck, bothtractor and trailerforward The
tractorcan mowve forwad with or withou the trailer(i.e the 0 f e ed). lit wogldnot be smat to try to

pull the truck by the trailer (the feeling), becaus the truck would stgp ard go dependig upan wha the
feelingwere Meanwhiled i t h gui des t he t rretesaewayiveChistias dhautl d r i v
not depen upon feeling or emdions but rathe shoud pla@ our trug in God andthe promisef His

Word.

1. DoestheBibleeve chang@

2. Do ourfeelingshange?

Martin Luthe was once aske the questiondo Ma 1 do youn feelikey o uba e eHd repied,d0 N doyt |
KNOW I am6 Wha Martn Luthe was sayitgiswha you know is more importar tha wha you feel.

If we put our faith ard trug in the Bible whidch does not changethen we will be strorg ard stabé like a
rock. If we put our faith in our feelingswe will be veryunstablefor our faith will changevheneveiour
feeling change Remembethat the truck can go forward with or withou the trailer, but it is avorthlesgrip
without feelings. @ salvatioris basedn our faith in the factsof the Bible regardless of whether we do or
do not hae feeling when it comesto our salvationbut

How Can | Know That | Wo n lébse My Salvation?
Sone peope think that if you sin afte you are converte then you will lose you salvationBut | & lbol at
somekeyscripturesegardinghisissue:

Jesusaid:0 Ilgivethem eternallife, ard they shal neve perish no one can shatt them out of my hand.
My Fatherwho has given them to me is greate than all no one can snatty them out of my Fathesh a nd 6
(John10:2829).

If you will NEVER peris (in hel) then you are eternalf saved When you receie JesusGod gives you the
gift of eternalife, andthatgiftisFOREVER. Circkethe corret¢ answeto the following questions:

1. Howlongiseternalife? a)UntilI sin b)Twodays c)Forevel
2. Who can shatt you out of theF a t ghand? &) Satan b) Sin c) Noone

John6:37#39alsoshowsusthatwe cannotioseour salvationJesssaido A thd theFathegivemewil corato
meard whoeveonsto el wil nevedrieawayfa | haecomeow fran heavend to do my wil bu to do thewil
d hmwlo sehme And this is the will of [the Father] whasetmethat | shal lose none of all that he
has given me, bu raigthenup a thelag day."
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DoesJesadotheF a t dwélr dfes No

WhaistheF a t dwédl? 0

Thisvergtells ustha Jesswill alwag do theF a t dwdl.r TheF a t hwl is that no believemwouldever
belost.

The Bible al® shows us how the Holy Spirt has a pat in preventingoelievergrom losingtheir salvation.
The following verse tell us that a Christia is seald by the Holy Spirt when he receive Christ ard that
sedisaguaranteof our salvation:

4

0 Adyou al® werincludel in Chrig when you head the word of truth, the gospéof you salvation.
Having believed,you were marked in him with a seal the promised Holy Spirit, who is a
depost guaranteeirg our inheritance unti the redemptia of those who are God's possessia --
to thepraiseof hisg | o(Ephasian&:1314).

” 0 Adhdo not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of
r e d e mBph.4030) 6

4

0 [ ol his sed of ownershipon us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit,
guaranteeingwhatisto c 0 m & Qorinthiand.:22).

Note: The Grek word 0 s e @measad d be brandel with an indelibe mak of ownershig Thus
theHolySpi r i toyoods @ adeldradpossession.

The® verss showv us tha when a persm believe in Chrig he is seald immediatel ard permanengl with
the Holy Spirit.

TheHoly S p isse&on the believeindicates:
1. Tha thepersm belongto God
2. Tha the securiy of the persm is permanenyl guaranteg (for only God can bre& the sealand
He has promisel neve to bre&k the seal)
3. Tha God hasauthoriy ove the person
4. Tha the persm is guarantes to receie the blessing tha hawe bea promisel a the day of
redemptio (when we gd to heaven)

Jus as it was G 0 d gbwe that save you not you own powe (Eph 2:89), so too it is G 0 d gbwe that
keepg/ousaved.Readl Peterl3-5fi Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his
he has caused us to be bora gamp hope through the resurrection of Jesus Chrstdramitineritaade that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are beingatioarded thr
ready to be revedhedastttime andwrite youranswes tothefollowingquestions:

1. Whatis God keepingn heaverfor us?vs.4)

2. Whatisbeingdonefor usby G o dpdwerqivs.5)

The following examp will hep to illustrae the promi® in the verse above Imagire tha someoe gave
you 1 million dollars The moneyis beingkeptfor youin a bark on the othe side of town. If you gd in a
tax to go to that bark but the tax crashe ard you neve arrive a the bank then you will not receie the
money.Likewisejf you arrivesafelyin you tax but find tha you money has been stolen by a thief, you
alo will not receie the money Both you AND you inheritane mug be protectel ard ke sak in order
for you to inhert it. In 1 Pete 1:5 we see tha God is protectirg you ard in vere 4 we see tha He is
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protectig you inheritanceOur rewad is ket safely ard we are protectel by God until we arrive to
receivat.

ReadRomans:3839fi For | am sure that neither death nor life, nor angelsmogsyteesenonor things to
come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to deparate us frc
in Christ Jesus our LordCananythingeverseparatesfrom theloveof God? Circle: Yes No

Romand 1:2%aysT hegiftandcallinggfGodararrevocabldeword 0 i r r e dnoe caairiglossible to
retract or revok@as in arnrrevocable deddiors c us s what it means to you &
to be irrevocable.

SinceG o dgiitef eternalife isirrevocableyecanneveroseit.

What Happens When A Christian Sins?

Jus as a man may slip while riding in a bus ard fall down but not fall off the bus likewig mary true
believersnayslip andfall into sin-- but theydo not fadl from G o dh&and Sinnirg does not mean tha you
havelost your salvation.If you havereceivedlesus God has promise to prote¢ ard ke you by His
powe until that find day when you ente into heaven.

If we sin as Christianswe d o trlo8 our savimg relationstp with God, but our fellowshp with Him can be
hurt It can be compard to a husbad ard wife who havean argument- their argumend o e willify t
ther marriag (they are stil marriel to ea® other) but ther argumetcan hurtt ther fellowshp with each
other. Fellowskp betwea a husbad ard wife can be restoral afte an argumenif apologis are mace and
forgivenesis sought In the sane way when we sin we mustquicklyconfessour sinsto God andaskfor
Hisforgiveness.

Rea 1 Jom 19 i If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us cusesins famch @ll clea
unrighteousiwssit doe§sod promiseto do when we confes our sinsto Him?

We mug practie regulast confessig our sirs to God in orde to hawe clos fellowshp with Him. But we
mug alwag remembetha our sirs do not causg us to loseour salvationHebrewsl3:5sayso . . | will
nevedesestounorwill | eveforsakg o Thisds a promie from God' Once He has comnre into our life ard
mack us new creationswe are adoptel into Hisfamily forever Hewill neve let usgo.

Remembetha our salvatia is sue ard can neve be taken from us and tha we can know this base on
the fact of the Bible If you find yoursdl doubing you salvatio becaus of your feelingsSTOP and
remird yoursdl of the words of God who has promisel to sae those who beliee in ard receie Jesusand
to proted them until they arrive safey in heaven.

ReadHebrews:46 i For it is impossible, icage of those who have once been enlightened, who have taste
gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the goodness of the word of God andthe pow
and then have fallen away, to restore thepemigaicetosince they are crucifying once again the Son of God
harm and holding him up to contempt.

1. Doyauthink this passagteachetha you can lose you salvatiof?

2. Do yauthink this passagisadescriptio of abelieve or an unbelieve?

In studyinghis passaget becoms apparentha it is not speakig of peopé who hawe genuingl become
bornagainChristiansRather |t is speakin@boutpeople who hawe bea pat of a Christia fellowshp or
churd ard hawe head the gospé messagdut hawe not truly been bom again In evey churd there are
likely to be membes who clam tha they hawe receivd Chrig but in fad not truly mace a genuine
commitmen to Chrig ard hawe not receivd the gift of salvation Pleas real a ver® tha follows this
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passagdom HebrewsHebrews6:9. This versesaysha while sorre peopé will leae the churd ard fall

away the ones who wele readimg those verss who wele truly Christiais would not fall awg but would

receie the 0 t hsiaatanpanymsalvatiord And wha are the things accompanymsalvatiofa Of course
the®thingsare eterndlife ard the promisel inheritane beirg ket for usin heaven!

In addition 1 Jom 2:19 teachs us tha a persm who leaves the churd or falls awg was neve truly a
Christia in the first place 6 Tyhwenou franus bu thg did na reall belagto us Fa if thg hal belongjeo us,
thgwoud haeremaidevitus bu thei goirgshowd¢hd noed thenbelongiou s . 6

Likewise Matthev 7:2123 shows us that it is possibé for a persm who clains to be a Christia ard who
evan performs miracls in the nane of Jesa to actualf be an unbelieve who has neve becone a true
followerof Jesu€hristo Not everyonelLwhd, 8awsl|l t oemeer 6Lbedki

does the wil!/ of my Father who is in heaven. 2
name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty?viork2irByouhmache t hen wi | |
never knew you; depart from me, you workers of

Perhapsthe following illustrationwill be helpful., A men wert hi s nei ghbor 6s farm
beautiful young mango tree growing. His neighifered to sll it to him so the man bought it. His
neighbor put the young tree in a pot and gave it to thé&anamumbe of days the treecontinuel to look
beautiful but after abou aweekit beganda turm brown The man waterd the treeand took good cae of

it, but in afew more days the treewascompletel dead The man wante to know wha had hgppenedso

he pulled the tree out of the pot. He found out it had no roots It was simpl a brant tha had been cu

off ard placel in apot of dirt. It wasnottrulyagrowinglivingtree It wasaphony!

In the sane way it is possibe for peope in the churd to look like red Christias even if they are not. Below
the soilthey have nooots. Theycan for a while appeato be true followes of God, even thoudh are not
actualy rooted in Jess Chrig and arenot reallyliving, growingChristians.Juda Iscarid is an excelleh
exampe of afalse discipé who lookedlike the red thing Eventual} the truth will becone clear becaus
those who hawe not actualf receivedesuinto theirliveswill fallawayfrom theirappearareof faith.

Let usreviav the passagene hawe studiel tha are the basisof our assurancef salvation.Jesusaughtusin

Jom 6 ard Jom 10 tha we can neve lose our salvationVerse in Ephesias ard 2 Corinthias teat us
tha Christials are permanenyl seald by the Holy Sprit. In 1 Pete we are remindel tha G o d gbwe has
save us ard will keg us sat until we receie the inherience tha is beirg kegt for usin heavenThe Book
of Romars tells us that we were predesting by God for eternalsalvatiorfrom the beginningof time and
that G o d @llirg is irrevocal® (canno be changed)Would the writer of Hebrews contradit al these
verses (ard mary othersy Of courg not! We can stard solidly on scriptue ard sgy by G o ddiae ard His

promiseswehavel00%assurancef salvation!

Discussion Question
If asanon-believerl canetoyouardsaido Yusgyy o egbirgto Heavenhowdoyouknowt hat ? 6
wha woul beyou answer?

Devotiond Thought

Spenl sorre time in praye this wed thankirg God for adoptingyou into His foreverfamily. ThankHim
tha becausof Hisgraceyou salvatia iseternaif secure.
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Assignmentfor Chapter3

What is God Like?

NOTE: Do not go on to chapte 4 until you have completd ard checkd ead of the following
assignments:

__ Studyard compleethe materihfor chapte 3.

__ Discusyou answesto the questiosin chapte 3 with the persm who isdisciplirg you.
__ MemorizeExodusl5:11andtellit to the personwhois disciplingyou.

__ Revievthememoy verssfrom previols weeks.

1 John3:16170 F Godsol ovedéod
"1 1John5:12130 HwhohastheSo n é 6

OPENING CONVERSATION FOR LESSON 3: Talk about arelative of yours that
you find interesting. What attributes does this persan have that you find to be
positive/negative?
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Chapter3
What is God Like?

MemorizeExodus15:1H Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like you,
majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders?

What is God Like?
The Bible teache us tha God is ONE God, but He exiss as three personsThis is call@ the doctrire of
the Trinity.

Definitio n of the Trinity
God eternalf exiss as three personsFather San ard Holy Spirit Ead of the® three persomsis fully God.
Therisone God.

The doctrire of the Trinity is adifficult doctrire to understandt is had to fully comprehed the idea that
ther is only one God, but He exiss in three unigte personsT he following Bible verse explan a bit more
abou the Trinity, ard abou the role of eat persm of the Trinity. For additionalverses abou the Trinity,
pleas seetheappendi a the erd of thismanual.

Real Deuteronorg 64 fi Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one

Read sai& 43:10n0

oOYou are my witnesses, 0O declares the Lord,
oand my servant whom | have chosen,

that you may know and believe me

andunderstand that | am he.

Before me no god was formed,

nor shall there be any after me.

How mary Godsdoes this say there are?

Now read Matthev 28:191 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
and ahe Son and of the Holy Spirit,

Who are thethree persois of the Trinity according to Matthetv

All three persos of the Trinity hawe a pat in you salvation

Now, real Ephesars 1:3141i Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed u:
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before tlee foundation o
should be holy and blameless befove bitme jpredestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, acc
purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In
redemption through his blood, the fangivesssssses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavish
in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he
10 as a plan for the fullness of tiraglk¢himgts in him, things in heaven and thih@drohieartie. have

obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things ac
his will, 12 so that we who were thedinstGbinsipmight be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, wher
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with thespromised |
the guarantee of our inheritance untipagsasguareof it, to the praise of his glory.
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In versedl-6, it sayghat God the Fathero p r e ddaissfdr adogtionas sonsd The wordpredestined
meand®o o i X upon, deci de, ®rscusisevbyr Goeé woiuld beaathle ton ¢
predestine our adoption?

How does it male you fed to know that God loved you so muc tha He cho® you to be pat of His
o f o r-feavneievenpedoretheworldbegan®rite down your thoughts about this:

Whatdid Jesuslo regardingzoursalvatioraccordingo verse¥ and8?_

In versesl314, it saysthat God the Holy Spirit is like a gpartial paymeatwhich guarantesour
inheritane in heavenYou may recal tha in the previows chapte we discusstthow the 6 s @of the Holy
Spirt mears tha the securiy of the believe is pemanenty guarante ard the blessing tha hawe been
promisel a the day of redemptio are certain.(Note:Moreon theHoly Spri  tradesn our salvatiorwill be
discussin Chapte 8.)

Now tha we hawe se@ tha al three persos of the Trinity are intimatey involved in our salvationlet us
attemp to answethe questiond WhiaGod like® Wha are sore of Hisattributes?

What Are Some Of The Attributes Of God?

Wha is an attribute? An attribue is a particula characterigtior quality In orde for us to better
understad God, it is importart tha we study His attributes The more we know abou who God is, the
more we will be abk to trug Him with evey area of our lives.G o dditributesare usuallgividedinto two
categoriedransferatd attributes and nontransferablattributes.Let us first stud/ the nontransferable
attributes of God:

A. Non-TransferableAttributes
Non-transferal@ attributes are attributes tha belorg to God only, ard cannd be transferrd to human
beings.Forexamplehumansannotbealltknowinglike Godis.

1) God s Sovereign
When we sg tha God is Sovereig we are sayig tha He controk everythig tha occurs The word
0s 0V e mensy o b highéstor s u p r eTheadeatf G o d gbvereigit shoutl encourag us It
assursthe Christian tha nothingisout of Godd sontrd ard that His plarsalwagtriumph.

Readsaiah46:1011f 10declaring the end from the beginnirgn@adtftiones things not yet done,
saying My ¢ o u n samdlwill achoanplish alsny aurpabied A bird of prey from tihe eaat
of my courisain a far courithave spoken, and | will bring ititbgyespurphsand | will do it.

Discuss bwtheseverseslescrib&s o dsovereignty

An examp of G 0 dsbvereigntcan be sea in the story of Joseh in the Old Testamen(Genes 37-50).
His brothes wete jealows of him, so they sod him as a slae ard he was taken to Egypt But God was with
Josep ard afte a seris of evens Josep eventuayl becare the prime ministe of Egypt a man of very
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grea importance When a famire cane ove the lard, J o s bpothés cane to Egyp to gd food, not
knowirg tha Josep was the prime minister When they realized who Josep was they wele afrad tha he
would be angy with them for the way they treatel him yeas before But Josep accepté ard forgave
them ard gae them al the food they needed Jogph sad the® words to his brothers 6 Yuomean evil
agains me but God turnel it arourd ard usal it for g o 0 @Gera 50:20).Josephrecognizedso d 6 s
sovereigntyand sav tha God had worked even in bad situatios to bring abou Hispurposes.

Wha impad does the knowledg of G 0 d sbverajnty haveon our livesasChristians?Think abou the
applicatio of thisknowledgeard reflect on what area of your life, as well as the life of your community and
family. What coulchang by havirg aprope understandmpard appreciatio of thisattribue?

2) God IsEternal
There has neve bean atime when God did not exist He has no beginniig ard He hasno end Hewas not
create by anyorelse.

Rea Psain 90211 Before the mountains were brooigavéorioad formed the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

ReadRevelatinl8i 61 am t he Al pha and the Omega, 6 says t
Al mi ghty. 6

Wha do the® versstell usabou God beirg eternal?

Sine God is eternglHe ses the pas and future as cleay as He sea the present Becausof this He hasa
bette understandmthan we do as to whé is bes for our lives Knowing tha He can see the pas and
future in away tha we cannof we shoutl be willing to trug Him with our lives.Consider how your life, or
the life of your family and commundguld be changday havirg a prope understandimard appreciatio
of thisattribute Write your thoughts here

(Example: | have been impatient with God about answering my prayer! | choosetoday to trust His
eternal perspective. His timing is perfect,not mine.)

3) God IsOmniscient (All-Knowing)
God knows everything He possessal the knowledg there isto have He doesnot neel to atterd school
to gan knowledgeHe does not increas His knowledg day by day He alreag knows al tha there isto
know. He knows everythig abou how the univerg works ard He al®© knows our hidden thoughs and
feelings.

ReadHebrews}:13f And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all @&eoakddatite eyes of him to whom
we must give account.

There are mary things to think abou as we conside the fad tha God is alkknowing For one thing we
realie tha G o dkihowledeg allows Him to know evey one of our sins ye He gill lovesus. For another,
we mug recognie that becaus God possessaal knonmedge we shouldseekHim alone-- first, through
praye ard Bible Stud/ ard secondthroughconsultingpthergodlyChristians- for wisdomandcounseling.
We shouldnot look for advicefrom astrologerswhich doctors,drtunetellers,psychicspnon-Christian
counselorsor anyonavhois not atruefollowerof Jesu€hrist.

Readsaiah8:19n And when they say to you, ol nquireldof t
not a people inquire of their God? Should they inquire of the dead on behalf of the living?
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Readlame4:5i If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproacl
given him.

Again, onsider how yodife, or the life of your family and commuratuld be changed by having a
proper understanding and appreciation of this attridteée your thoughts here:

(Example: Becaus God is wiser than any human being, | will seekHi s will in church and
community affairs, not mine)

4) GodIs Omnipresent(Everywhere)
God iseverywherat the sanetime Therisno plaein the univerge whee God isnot present God does

not hawe physicadimensiondut Heis preseheverywherasaspirit.

ReadPsalml39:712

Where shall | go from yourGBpwit@re shall | flee from yourgtebaacefd to heaven, you alenth&eeimy bed

in Sheol, yoe tirer8!If | take the wings of the ranchdwgell in the uttermost parts b teesetinere your hand hall
lead mand your righthand shallhbldmd. f | say, oOSuaredyt hédel idagltk nelss
evetie darkness is not darktteeymight is bright as therdtarkness is as light with you.

ReadleremiaR3:24.Can a man hide himself in secret places so that | cannot seehirPodectdrids the
heaven and earth? declames.the

WhatdotheseversegellusaboutGod beingeverywher2

It is foolish to think tha we can hide from God. Jona tried to run ard hide from God but God knew
whee he was At evey moment God knows jug where we are ard wha we are doing Likewisewe are
neve log to God. He is alwag watchimg over us and caringfor us.Whenwe feellonelyor frightenedwe
can be suetha God iswith us.

Consider how your lifer the life of your family and community could be changed by having a proper
understanding and appreciation of this attramdenrite your thoughts here:

(Example: God knows my deepest darked sin. BecauseHe is everywhere| cannot hide from him. Yet,
despite all this, He still forgives me and unconditionally loves me! Today | choos to be completely
open and honeg with Him regarding confessin of sin. Confessia is not letting God in on a little
secret,it is agreeingwith God that what | have done is wrong.)

5) God Is Omnipotent (All Powerful)

God has infinite power more than enoudp strengh to do al things He does not neal anythirg or anybody
to give Him powe or help He has so muc powe tha He creatd the univerg with only His words (see
Genes chapte 1). He gawe us salvatio not by our own power but by His, becaus the gospé is the

powerof God unto salvation(Romansl:16).Likewig, becaus God is allkpowerfu] nothing can take a

believerout of His care-- the Christianis kept safeand secue in his salvationAnothe wonderfll benefit
of beinga Christianis that G o d iffigite poweris at work within us, to help us throughoutour lives

(Ephesias 3:20) Becausof this we hawe a soure of strengh when we are weak ard we can be assured
tha Hispowe can triumph ove ary circumstanetha weface.

Readleremial32:1%n 6 A h , Lor d Go drade kthe heavens gnd the earth dy ybua great power :
your outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard for you.

Read 1 Chronicles 29:-1A7A Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victc
majesty, for all that iihghvens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are ex
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above all. 12 Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and mi
it is to make great and to goté sirall.

Read Ephesiais20fi Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, accc
power at work within us

Whatdotheseversesaya b o u t powed\gite your thoughts here:

As beforeconsider what areas of your life, or that of your family or commauitychangby havirga
prope understandipard appreciatio of thisattribute Write your thoughts here

6) God IsImmutable (Unchanging)

God does not changeHe is the sane evey day He is immutableAlthoughHe hasexistedrom the
beginningof time His characteard abilities ard attributes reman unchangedThe God tha we see
throughotithe pags of the Old Testametard late the New Testamenisjud the sanetoday.

Rea the® three verss tha tell us abou the unchaging natureof God:
Malachi3:6f For | the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed.

Jamedl:1 A Every good gift and every perfect gift isdramgabdows, from the Fathewdthligiism there is no
variation or shadow due to change.

Hebrewd 3:8fi Jesus Chrighis same yesterday and today and forever.

Knowing tha God does not chang is a comfortirg thing for a Christian Everythingelsein this world and
life changesour families,friends,jobs, societiesevenour governments€hangebut our God doesnot
changeBecaus God does not changeHis Word does not changebut remairs true and trustworthy The
Bible containsover 7000thousandoromisedor thosewho are Christiansard God can be trusteal to keep
those promisesin addition to G o d @omiss remainiig unchangedall the blessingand cursewrittenin
the Bible al® still apply.

As before consider what areas of Viteior that of your family or community could change by having a
proper understanding and appreciation of this attribute. Write your thoughts here:

(Example: The Bible contains thousands of promises that God has made to Hi s people | choose
today to trust Hi m for Hi s reliability and faithfulness. | & lveen meaning to memorize Hi s promise
in Lamentations 3:2225. | Ostaitt today.)

B.TransferableAttributes
Unlike nontransferald attributestransferald attributes are not found exclusivglin God. Although He is
the soure ard embodimenard perfection of the® attributesthey can al® be transferrd (given to us by
God.
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1) GodIsHoly
Wha do thetwo verss belowtel usabou God? Discuss your answlering your fellowship.
Real Isaidn 63 A And one called to another amd-said: y , h bdropyof hosttpelwholeieath is fhlleof his
gloryl!é
ReadRevelatin 4:8fi And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around an
day and night they neversceage,tphalyHoly, ig the Lord God Amighty, was and i s and i

The word 0 h 6 insars to be sd gpart or separatedGod is holy becaus He is separated/deapat from
everythig tha isunclea or unholy G o dhdlines meastha Heis perfectspotlesswithou blemishHe is
completgf withou sin ard it isimpossik# for Him to do anythirg tha iswrong.

Becaus God is holy, He demand holines from His children We cannd ente heave unles we are holy
andwithout sin. This holinesss impossiblgor usto achiee on our own -- the high standast God has set
for usshowsusthatsalvations only possibleéhroughfaithin God.

ReadColossiang:22fi he has now recanciiexibody of flesh by hisndesatér to present you holy and blameles
andabove reproach befdedansef J e sdaashfivha isour positian in G o deyes? Listthree thingsbelow

1) 2) 3)

Jesu@deah on our behafl has made us holy. In the New TestameniChristias arecallel 6 s ad4stimes
(e.g.Colossiand:2;Romansl:7). The Greekword for 0 s a meanhsd h ool nyelf. you are a believe in
Jesughen you are asair becausyou hawe been macke holy by the blood of Jesus.

Becauswe are calle holy, we mug live accordig to wha we are called We neal to be separatkard set
apartfrom sin in this impure world. Ephesians:3 sag tha we shoutl stay awa from 0 ayrkind of
impurity . . . becausthe® areimprope for G o dhibly peo p | Whiledt isimpossiblen thisworld for usto
be completet withou sin as God is, we shoutl do our bes to avod sin ard to live holy lives.

The areaof my lifetha coud chang by havirg aprope understandiand appreciatio of thisattributes:_

(Example: Each day | will ask God to help me keep my mind on pure and holy thoughts
(Philippians 4:8),since | havebeencalled out and setapart by Him).

2) GodlsLove

God is perfectinfinite love A beauiful passagm the Biblethat speak®f the loveof Godis 1 John4:8&

16A 8 Anyone who does ndb&s/aot know God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made |
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, |
loved God but that he loved us andnsenb@igh&@ropitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we
ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abidesus us and h
13 By this we know that we abide in hmuanbdtause he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen a
that the Father has sent his SorSavimahthe world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, G
in him, and he in God. 16 So we have come to elsva the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoe
abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.

a. Wha doversae8amnd 16 tel ustha God is?
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b. WhatdoesRoman$:3839tellusaboutG o dl@vefor us?or | am sure that neither death nor life,
nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor dep
in all creation, will be able to separate us dfc@oth IGVeist Jesus out Lotk your
thoughts below:

As aChristianyou can res secue in the deg love of God. There is nothing you can do to male God love
you arymore There is nothing you can do to male God love you ary less Even thoudh we do not
deservat, G o dldvsisgivento usfreelyandabundantly.

It is importart to note tha love is not simplyy ao f ag® IRathey the Bible make it clea tha love is an
ACTION. In 1 Corinthiansl3:47, wefind 16 verbstelling usthatloveis alwaysanaction.John3:16says
tha 0 Gso loved theworld tha He GAVE..0 Lovealwaggives.

Becauseve haveexperience o d selésacrificingove, we hawe the capacit to demonstrat this love to
others We mug not only love those whom we fed deserveur love, but rememberinghat God lovesus
even thoudh we do not desere it, we shoudl love others even when they d o trdésere it (see Luke 6:27
36).

Theareaof my lifetha could chang by havingaproperunderstandingndappreciatioof thisattributes:

(Example: 1 will 0 p r ethegdspelto my s eeladhday and remind mysef that by virtue of the blood of
Christ, | am loved and forgiven more than | could eve imagine. Knowing that | have been forgiven
much and am loved much, | will also forgive and love others, eventhose who are the most difficul t to
love.)

3) God IsJust

Godisabsolutelyust. It isimpossibldéor Him to do anythirg that isunfair He neve shows partiality but
isfairin allHis judgments.

Wha isGod callel in 2 Timothy 4:8?Henceforth thelasdsup for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord
righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appe:

Wha does Psain 89:4 sgy isthe foundatio of G 0 dtlirone? Righteousrass$justice are the foundation of your
thronesteadfast love and faithfulness go before you

G o djastie is mog applicald in the area of judgmentWhen peope stard before God to be judged,
they will receie full ard fair justice This is a comfot to those who hawe experienad wrong in life,
sinceGod will punishthewrongdoers. It is alsoawarningfor thosewho havebeendoingevil,because
theirdeedswill bejudged.As beleversin Jesusye canbe assuredhat althoughour deedson earthwill
be judgedimpartially(1 Peterl:17),we ourselvesvill escap the wrah of G o djddgmen becauswe
hawe been mack holy throudh the bload of Jesus.

Read Thessaloniariks510i This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered
kingdom of God, for which you are dis6 surfteringeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who af
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7 and to grant relief tdhgoarevafflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his r
in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not dbey the gospe
They will suffer thislpuent of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his
he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who hawe pelieved, becat
was beliefie@nd answethefollowingquestionsaboutG o djudgmertt

a) Wha will God do when He judgesthose who hawe causd you troubleé?(vs 6)

b) Wha will God do for those who hawe been trouble®(vs 7)

c) Wha will betheresul of G o djd@dgmenfor thosewho hawenat puttheirfaithin Jesus?
(vs. 89)

Sin@ our desieisto imitae God, we shoutl be carelll not to showunfairfavoritismor partialityin our
relationshipwith others We shoutl tred peopkin ajug manner We shoudl al® remembetha it is not
our responsibilitto aveng thewrongsdoreto us but instea we mug forgive ard leawe justieto God
(Deut.32:35).

Theareaof my lifetha could chang by havingaproperunderstandingndappreciationf thisattributeis:

(Example: Today, | will start trusting G o djastice and stop depending upon my understandirg
when things seam unfair.)

4) God IsTruth
It isimpossiké for God to lie (see Titus 1:2) becaus God is absolug truth. Man is constant} searching
for truth, but sadlymanusuallyooksfor truth in source®therthanGod. In Johnl4:6Jesusaid,0 Bm
the Truth6 It isonly in God ard HisWord tha truth can be found.

Wha does Jesatel usabod truthinJom8:32f and you wi | | know the truth

When apersm comesto Jesa Chrig hissearh for truth endsard true freedaon begins If we hawe Jesus
in ourlife, wehavethe Truth in our life. Becaus&od istruth, we can al® be assuré tha HisWord, the
Bible istruthful ard complete} trustworthy Sin@we hawethe Truth in our livesard the Bibleto direct
us we mug alwayg do our bed to betruthful in allthings. Whenwetell alie, it is like scrapingur
fingernas on ablackboat before the holy eas of God. Hedisdaisit! Proverbsl2:22sayghatlyingisan
dOabomination. o

Theareaof my lifetha coud chang by havirg aprope understandimand appreciatio of thisattributeis:

(Example: | will try to be atruth-teller is all situations. By G o d grace | will stop excusing my habit
of exaggeration and seek to be truthful in allthings. | will start calling lying exactlywhatit is: sin.)

Other transferaldattributes incluce righteousnestathfulnessmercy patiene plusothers So then to
review:
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Non-TransferableAttributes TransferableAttribute s*

Sovereign Holy
Eternal/ Self-Existent PerfectLove
Omniscien(alkknowing Just
Omni-Preseh(everywhera once Truth
All-Powerful Righteous
Unchanging Faithful
Merciful
Patient

(*only in the sens that we can attan sonremeaswrof G o dcbaracter.)

C. TheNamesof God

Proverbdl8:10saysp T mameof thelLord isastrongtower, therighteosrunto it and are safed In order
to beabkto fully understadthe 0 s tgtowean of the nane of the Lord, it isimportan to know His
names.

God has mary namewhich arereveald to usin the Bible Ead of the® name tells us somethiig about
who Heisard describssone of Hisattributes Some of Hisnameare given by God Himsef to reveal
who Heis. Other name are given by the sains of the Old TestamentStudyig G o dname helps usto
know Him better ard trug Him more completely Followirg are sone of the name of God in the original
Hebreav of the Old Testament.

1) Elohim: This nane meas 0 Cr e @odoo(see Exodws 3:6) It is given by God Himsef ard
usel manytimes throughou the Old TestamentThis narre remind us that God is the powerfu
creato of theuniverse.

2) Jehovah This namemeansd IAm Who!| A m®r 0 T hSaf-ExistentO n e(feeExodus3:14
and 6:24),ard is usal 6,83 times in the Old TestamentThis nane remind us tha God exiss
by His own power He was not created but has existel from the beginnilg of time This
name wasconsideré to be SO HOLY tha scribs who mack copies of the Old Testameh
scripture wouldtreda the nane 0 J e hdoirvaavlly speciamanner They would stgp writing
was ther hands, amhthen pick up a writing instrumen usé ony towriethenamneo J e I Aftera h .
writing the namethey woul then pick up ther othe writing instrumenard continwe to copy the
scriptures.

3) Jehovdn Jireh This namemeansd T hLerd Will P r o v (sek@edesis22:14)It remindsus
that God will providefor our needs.

4)  Jehovén Nissi: This name mears 0 TetLord is My Banneo (seeExodus17:15)andremindsus
that God is our banne of victoly in the battle His name is the banne we hold before us as we
fight againsour enemySatan.

5) Jehovdn Tsidkenu: This nanme meas 0 TehLord is My Righteousa s $séeJeremial23:6,2
Corinthiansb:21andRomais 3:22) It remind ustha it isonly through God the Son Jesugha
we can berighteous.

6) JehovahRaah Thisnamemean® T H.erdIs My S h e p h(seePsalin23:1andJohn10:14).
It remindsusof G o dg@&ntécaeard guidance.

7) Jehovdn Shalom This name meas 0 TehLord Is My Peacé (see Judges$:24and Ephesians
2:14).It remindsustha God can give us peae ard quig the stornsin our life.

8) Jehovdn Rapha This nane mears 0 TelLord is My Healeb (se Exodus15:26).It remindsus
tha it isthrough tle deah of Jesatha we are spiritualy heale from the stainof our sins.It al®
remind us thatGod hasthe powerto healour physicalllnessesvhenit is within His planfor our
life.

9) Jehovdn Mekoddishkem: This namaenean® T h e idMyr & a n (sdeExddus8t:18).he
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10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

wordo s a n eneand tgdd@pat or male holy, so0 this name remind us tha God makes us holy
in Hissight.

Jehovdn Shammah This nane mears 0 Teh_ord Is There (se Ezekd 48:35).It remindsus
tha even when we feelall alonein timesof painor difficulty, we are neve reall alore becaus
God is alwayg there with us.

El Elyon: Thisnamemeansd T hGed MostH i g (se@Genesisl4:20and Psalm78:35),and
remindsustha God is highe than Satananged ard al creation He is the mog high rule ove
everybodyrd everything.

El Roi: This nane mears 0 TehGod Who Seed§ (see Geresis 16:13).It remindsus that
God see®verythigtha happesto us ard even sesand knows our thoughs ard worries.

El Shaddai Thisnamemears 0 TetMighty Godd (see Geness 17:1) andremindsusthatGod is
powerfula n d to doimMmeasurabimnorethanallweaskori ma g (Eph.8:20).Becauséhe
wordo S h anéad 0 b r @imtsebrew El Shaddacoul al® refe to the God who feed ard
nurtures andcomfortsus.

Adonai: Thisnamemeas 0 M Lordo (see Geness 15:2) ard remindsusthatall area®f our lives
needto be submittel to G o didrdship.

Devotiona Thought: Take 15 minutes ard pray togethe with the personwho is disciplingyou. Give

prai®to God for sone of G o daftributes that you studiel in this chapternamirg them one by one Bring

ary praye request you hawe before Him, usirg the names tha remird you of His ability to handé your

requests(Far examplelf you are experienciganxiety worry -- cal upan the nane of Jehovh Shalom.)
PractieusirgG o dnamain you own praye timesthisweek.
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Assignmentfor Chapter4

How Should | Study The Bible?

NOTE: Do not go onto chapte 5 until you have completd ard checkd ead of the following
assignments:

Study ard complee the materiafor chapte 4.
Discusyou answesto the questiosin chapte 4 with the persm who isdisciplirg you.

Malke sure you have complete the chat on page 40 with you Bible study plan ard hawe discussed
thiswith the persam who isdisciplirg you.

Memoriz the hard illustration on page 36 ard tel it to the persm who is disciplig you.
MemorizePsalml19:911,andtell it to thepersonwvhoisdisciplingyou.

Memoriz the name of thefirst 14 books of the New Testamen(Matthav throud 2
Thessaloniangrd tel them to the persm who isdisciplirg you.

Reviev the memoy verssfrom previows weeks.
I'1John3:16170 F Godsol ovedéo
'l 1John5:12130 HwhohastheS o n é 6

I'T Exodusl5:110 WhamongheGo d s é 6
'l Psalnml19:9110 H ocanayoungma n é 6

OPENING CONVERSATION FOR LESSON 4: Whenyou pick up the newspaperwhich
section do you tend to read first?
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Part Two: The Disciplines of a Christian
Chapter4d
How Shoul | Study The Bible?

Memorize Psaim 119:9117 How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it

according to your word. 10 With my whole heart | seek you; let me not wander from your

commandments! 11 | have stored up your word in my heart, that | mightt sin against
you.

A. The Importance Of The Bible

The Bible is the foundationhelemen of the Christia life. In no otha way does God reved as mud of
HimselfasHe doesthroughthe Bible,andit is from the Bible tha we lean al of the basicdor living asa
Christian As God speak to us throudh His Word, we cone to know Him ard to understad ard obey His
principledor life andministry. The Bibleis not anordinarybook,butiso | i andancgt (Hebeewst:12).
In avery specihway the Bible is a supernatutabook ard readig and interactiig with it changs us for the
good A thoroudh knowlede of the Bibleis vitd aswe strive to follow afte God.

B. What Makes The Bible So Unique?

The Bibleis unique-- it is not like anyotherbook. As we study its uniqguenessve cone to the conclusion
tha it is not an ordinay book written by men but tha it mug be truly the Word of God. Let us look at
sone of thewaysin whid it isunique:

1) Itisdifferentin its nature from all other books

Mog books are written within one or two yeas by jug one author but the Bible is vasty different
from all otherbooks. It consistf sixtysix differert books written by 44 differert writers in three
differert languagesvritten on 3 continens (Africa Asia ard Europg underdifferentcircumstances
The writers were from almos$ evey socid rark -- statesmen peasants kings, herdsmen,
fishermen,priests, taxcollectors,and tentmakerseducatd ard uneducatedJevs and Gentiles
Mog of the writers were unknown to ead other, ard they wrote a variows periods overthe spanof
about 1600 years.This is amazingin itself but the mog incredibé thing is tha despitethe
tremendoa variey of writers ard the time span ove which the Bible was written it is one unifie
bodk dealig with one man subjectthe subjetof ma srédemptio by God.

2) Itistheonly book that is 0God-breathed6

Rea 2 Timothy 3:1617 fi All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for rep
correction, &mdtraining in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for e

Wha doesthisver® sy abou wheee scriptue cane from?

Sin@ the New Testamerwas originaly written in Greek it can be helpfu to look up the meaning
of the origind Gre&k words in orde to bette understad the meanig of a verse The word

0 i n sépin Greddliteraly mears 0 G obdeatheah This indicats that the Bible has been
BREATHED OUT by the breah of God. As God breathd out the words man wrote them
down.God is the soure and ultimae autha of ScriptureThewordfor 6 mo v emehiido 0 b e
drivenor carriedby thew i n like wind movinga sailboat (cf.Acts27:15,17).The writersof
scripturewverecarriel along/driven asthe Holy Spirt breathean them.

Real 2 Pete 1:2021f knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's ¢
interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God ¢

along lilge Holy SpiritVrite down where prophecies in scripture come from:
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3)

It is the only book that teaches complete forgivenes of sin

Other religios books sud as the Koran ard others DO NOT tead that man can be completely
forgivenby God. The Bible is the only book tha teache tha we can be completel forgiven by
God.

4) It isthe only book with fulfille d prophecy

5)

Anothe thing tha sesthe Bible apat from al othe religios booksistha it hasfulfilled prophecy.
Hundred of prophecisgiven in the Bible hawe dreadybeenfulfilled. An examplef afulfilled
prophegisgiven below:

Look up and réaxkkieR6:414, which wastteraboub86B.C. It says:

1) Tyrewoul bedestroyd by Nebuchadnezeévs 4 ard 7)

2) It woul belevelé into asla of rock asthe building aretorn down ard thrown into the
sa(vs 14).

3) Fishingnetswouldbespreadcrossheslabsof rock(vs.14).

4) It wouldneverberebuilt(vs.14).

Any reference encyadopéitipedia will tell you that

1) Tyrewasdestroyd by Nebuchadnezea al3yea sieg (586 t0572B.C.)

2) Alexandethe Gred leveld it in 33 B.C ard threw al the debrsinto the sea.

3) Soneencyclopedsevean showv apicture of the grea slals of stoneswheke the fisherman
spreaduttheirfishingnets.

4) Neve rebuilt It was "reducel almos to ashes-ablowfrom whichit hasneverfully
recovered.Encyclopedidmericanavol. 27,page331.

E z e k prephetyavascompletelyaccurate!

Thisisjug one examplebut there are hundred of others There are 33 prophecisin the Old

Testamehabou the comirg Messih ard al of the® wele fulfilled by Jess (se page 9 for sone of
theprophecistha Jesafulfilled).

Rea Deuteronorg 18:2122A And i f you say in your heart, 0|
s p o fik 22rwRe@ a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the word does not come to pass or cc
wordhat the Lord has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You kiéleal miotese afrai
this passage tell us about how to determine if God has spé&ém@w that God has spoke

becaus His words cone true There is no possikéd way tha the propheciswritten in the Bible coud

hawe cometrue by chane or coincidene alone Thereasa the prophecie care true is becaus the

Bible is the Word of God, who knew the future long before it happened.

No otherreligiousbook hasfulfilled prophecylike the Bible If a persm realy wans to know which
bodk is G 0 dvdord, then he mug se asic ALL bookswhichdo not havefulfilled prophecyThus,
the ONLY bodk which qualifies asthe word of God isthe BIBLE.

It issupported by archaeologicé evidence

In addition to the abowe reasonswe can beliee the Bible becaus archaeolog(the sciene of finding
ard studyig wha is left of ancien cities ard culture9 has agred with wha the Bible saysFor
examplein 1936anarcheologistamedDr. JohnGarstangfrom Britain,wasdoingsomeresearcion
the remairs of the ancien city of Jericho He concludd that the walk did 0 fl dolwn flatd asit sagin
Josha 6:20 In addition the city was cleary destoyedby fire (Joshua:24).Finally,he concluded
tha the dat of this destructia was abou 14® B.C. Evely one of his unbiasd scientift conclusions
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coincidel exacty with wha the Bible sagin Josha6.

C. How Can | Know The Bible Better?
Sin@ the Bible is G o d \Word, it is importan tha we know it well There are

5 differen method for knowing the Bible -- hearing, reading, studying,
memoizing ard meditatig on the scripturesThe following diagram,which is

used with permissionfrom the Navigators compars the® five method of

learniry the Bible to the five fingersof your hand. If you hold the Bible with

only one or two fingersiit is eay to loseyour grip.

But asyou usemorefingers you grap of the Bible
becones stronger.Likewise,when we hear, read
study memorie ard medita¢ on the Word of God,
our graspof the Bible becoms stronge so we canmoreeffectivelyapplyit to
ourlives.

1) Hear the Bible
It isimportan to hea the Word of God preachd on aregulabasis It is y
al®o importart to pay attention to wha we hearard to remembeit. Mog Christias hea theWord of
God preachetbut only afew remembewha they hear To hep remembewha we hearwe shoudl
take notes on the sermos we hea on Sundays.

Look upRomand0:17and write it here

Real Luke8:15f As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an hot
heart, and bear fruit with patience

Read.ukel11l:28% Bu't he sai d, OBltessedwonmrcathfer Gad eandhols

From these passages what can we tell about the kind of heart God wants for us when we hear the Wc
And whom does Jesus say will be blessed?

2) Readthe Bible
It isimportant to spenl sonetime evey day readiig the Bible Rea Deut 17:® i And it shall be with him,
and he shall read in it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God by ka&ping all the
and these statutes, and ddingitttetherlist the reasoswhywe shoudl real the Bible daily

Look up and wte out Revelton 1:3in yourownwords.

3) Study the Bible
Studyings morethanjust carefulreading Studyig involves spendig the time to try to lean more abou the
verss we are readingwriting down wha we discove as we read ard applyirg wha we hawe learne to our
lives Itisagoad ideato hawe aspecibnotebod to write the things you lean as you study the Word of God.

Whatshouldbe our goalin studyinghe Bible? See2 Timothy2:15i Do your best to present yourself to God
as one approvedhrkerho has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.
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When you are studyirg apassagof scipture you shoutl alwag begn with prayeraskimg God to hep yau to
understad wha you are studying Followirg that you shoutl do three man things:

Thus says the Lord:
0Cursed is the man w|i1, Observe: What is this passage about?
and makes flesh his strength,

whose heart turns away from the Lord.
6 He is lika shrub in the desert,

and shall not see any good come.

He shall dwell in the parched places of the wi| 2. Interpret: What is the meaning of this passage?
in an uninhabited salt land.
7 OBl essed is the ma

whose trust is the Lord.

8 He is like a tree planted by water,
thatsends out its roots by the stream, 3. Apply: How can | apply this passage to my life?
and does not fear when heat comes,

for its leaves remain green,

and is not anxious in the year of drought,

for

a. Obsene - At first jud real throudh the passagenakirg generbobservatioson wha it isabout.
Askquestionsike,0 Wh What,WhereWhenandWh y ? 6
b. Interpret - Rea the passagagan slowly ver® by versethinking abou the meaning If you
haveothe booksavailal® (like commentarig8ible dictionariesetc.) you can uethos to
hebp you learnmore abou the passage.
c. Apply - Thinkabouthowthispassagmightapplyto yourownlife. Askyourself:
Istheeary. . . Exammtofollo® Lessuolear@ Commaltoobey Sntoforsake?
Erra toavoid Wrogtohed& Prometoclaird Praydopray Reasdogiethaksa praise Thoudabout
Gafo metounderste?idra/ tha Galwoud hép yal tofollavwhatheWod d Galhassaid.
Usingthe methodoutlinedabovespendlOor 15minutesstudyingleremiali 7:58.

it does not ceas

To furtherhelpyouin yourBiblestudy the followingbooksarestronglyrecommendetbr yourlong
teminvestment:

TheReformatiStug Bibkor the MacArthu Stud/ Bible (both by Nelsan Publishers)
TheHebrex@rek Key StugBibe(AMG Publishersedital by Spires Zodhiates)

H a | sBilsbMaidbdoZonderva Press)

U n gRibeDictiongn(Moody Press)

St rsComaprda(RoyhPublishers)

In addition mary excellenBible study tools can be found on the internet.

4) Memorize the Bible

ReviewPsam 119:11which is your memory verse for this chapéra doesit say we shoudl do with
the Word of God?

Rea Matthev 4:1:11 How did JessoverconeS a tsthreefemptation®

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after fasti
nights, hewas hgryAnd t he tempter came and said to h
become | oaves of bread. 6 4 But he answered,

o0o6Man shall not | ive by bread al one,

but by every word that comes from the mouth
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5Thenthevdel t ook him to the holy city and set
of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,

h

06He will commanadd hi s angels concerning you,

060On their hands they will bear you up,
lestyp stri ke your foot against a stone. 60
7 Jesus said to him, OAgain it is written,

A

o

to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world ansl their dlory. @ Antt hem,

|l will give you, if you will fall down and

06You shall worship the Lord your God
and him only shall you serve. 06

11 Then the devil left him, andabhgktdadtame and were ministering to him.

5) Meditating On TheBible
Note how the thumb isthe mog importar finge for graspig an object Withou athumb you canna hold
theobjed tightly. Likewisemeditatiig on the Bibleis necessaiin orde to haweagoad grag of the Bible.

Wha is meditatio? The Hebraev word for 0 me d i &isardlaieldanthe word 0 r u mi gwaithimeams
0d chev repeated for an extendd perial of timed Thus, one definition of biblical meditationis

0 ¢ 0 n g ¢thewngtole the Word of God until we can digest all of the goodthingsit c o nt dtiisn s .

prayerfulreflectionwith the goalof understandingnd goplying wha we hawe real and studied Meditation
involves thinking abou wha we are learnirg from G o d \WWad, and prayingthat God would conformour
lives to be obediento wha His Word teachesReal the following verse ard write wha blessingconeto a
persm who meditatson G o dWiord:

Psalnl:13 Joshua 1:8 This Book of the Law s#tall n
Blessed is the man depart from your mougrgibshall meditate
whavalks not in the counsel of the wicked, it day and night, so that you may be carg
nor stands in the way of sinners, according to all that is written in it. For th
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; will make your way prosperous, and the
2 but his delight is in the law of the Lord, have good success.

and on his law he meditates day and night.

3 He is like a tree

planted by streams of water
that yields fruit in its season,
and its leaf does not wither.

In all that he does, he prospers.

Describe the blessings described in Psalms and Joshua

Someonéassaid,"If you know how to worry, then you know how to meditaté! Worry is simpy negative
meditatioh Instea of thinking ove ard ove agam abou somethig negativewhy not meditag¢ on the
positive promiss of God's word? Let THAT go ovea ard ove in you heal insted. Here are jud a few
waysto meditag on scripture:

1) Spemw time prayirg abou how to appl wha you rea to your life.

2) Personalizthe passagby putting you own naneinto it (for exampd Jon 3:16 0 Gabso
lovedME tha he gawe hisonly Son so tha if | beliewin him | will not perid but have
everlasting i f e. 0)

3) Simgasorgwith words from the Biblg thinking abou the meanig of the words ard making
your song arayer.
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D. Making A Bible Study Plan

Hawe you eve had a broken fingef?1 ¢ lad to hold onto anythingLikewise,if just one areaof your
ospi fi1 nhagied s oo kyeununderstandingand growth are compromisedOf the five fingers
(Hearing,Reading Studying,Memorizing,and Meditating, which is you weakesfingef? Which is your
stronge& How do you plan to increas you strengh in the area(swhee you are weal In orde to improve
in yourweakareasit is goodto se goas for yourselfUse the chat below to analye you curren habis and
to sd new goals.

Method What| am doing now My plansto improve

Hearing the Word

Readingthe Word

Studyingthe Word

Memorizing the Word

Meditating on the Word

36



Assignmentfor Chapter5

How Should | Pray?

NOTE: Do not go on to chapte 6 until you have completd ard checkd ead of the following
assignments:

Study ard complee the materiafor chapte 5.
Discusyou answesto the questiosin chapte 5 with the persam who isdisciplirg you.
Memorizel John5:14 andtell it to the persorwhois disciplingyou.

Memorizthe nama of thelag 13 books of the New Testamei(1 Timothy throudh Revelationjand
tel them to the persm who isdisciplirg you.

Reviev the goasfor Bible study you establisheat the erd of chapte 4 on page 40.
How did you do this pas wed in meetirg you goals?

Revievthe memoy verssfrom previos weeksard reviav the name of thefirst 14 books of the New
Testament.

['1John3:16170 F Godsol ovedésod
I'11John5:12130 HwhohastheS o n é 6

I'T Exodusl5:110 WhamongheGo d s é 6

'l Psalml19:9110 H ocanayoungma n é 6
I'11John5:140 T histhec onf i denceébd

OPENING CONVERSATION FOR LESSONJ5: Describeatimein your life when God gave
you a veryclearanswerto your prayer.
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Chapter5
How Should | Pray?

Memorize 1Jom 5:141 And this is the confidence that we have toward
him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us

Prayeisintimae fellowshp with God. It isessentldo our worship growth and maturity Jus asearthly
relationshipnea& communicatio in orde to grow ard matureyou relationstp with God grows and
matursthroudh the disciplire of prayer.

"The greatesttragedyof life is not unanswered prayer, but unoffered prayer. F.B. Meyer

A.  Why Do We Pray?
1) PrayeglorifiesGod (Johnl4:13).
2) Godcommandusto pray (1 Thessaloniab:17).
3) Prayeallonsusto communicawith God ard hae fellowshp with Him (Proverls 15:8).
4)  Jesughristmadeprayermpriorityin His life (Matthewl4:23and26:36).
5) Prayemachievesesultdor thegloryof God (Lukel8:1).
6) Prayehelpsusachievespiritualgrowth(Judeverse20).
7) Prayeisthetangibleexpressionf our compleé dependereupon God. (Mat 6:11)
8) Prayereplacesuranxietywith G o dp@acdPhilippiang:67).

Jery Bridges has written the® words 0 W may assento the fad tha we are dependehon Christ but if
our praye life is meageor perfunctorywe therely dery it.6 (The Disciplineof Grace InterVarsity Press,
p.137).

B. ToWhom Do We Pray?

Becaus of the deah of Jess Chrig on our behalf we are abke to hawe a personbrelationstp with God.
This personhrelationstp allows us to pray directly to God. Throughthe blood of Jesusve are His
children(Johnl1:1213;Hebrews 4:146)ard we are holy in His eye (Colossiasl:22) ard becausof this
we hae the privileg of directy communicatig with Him. We do not hawe to go through Maryan angel,
or one of the sainsin orde to tak to God.

There are mary churche tha teat tha we can pray to God throudh one of the saints an angel or
throuch Mary The® churche tead tha the saing or Maryor angelsano i n t e forusbgtakiagour
praye to God the Fathe on our behalf Isthisideabiblical? To answethatquestion we mug look at the
wordoi ntercede. 0

Firstof all,thewordo i nt endaré § & t é (witide eaus 0 d ak or pleal on behal of another
p e r $occausonly eleva timesin theBible Of thoeeleve verses:

Four speakaboutJesusnakingintercessiotfior us (Rom.8:34;Heb. 4:1416 and 7:25;Isaiah.
53:12]
Two spe& abou the Holy Spirt makirg intercessioon our behal (Romas 8:% ard 27).

Five spe& abou ahuman makirg intercessioto God on behal of anothe human.
(Howeveyrevey examptin the Bible whee ahuman intercedsfor anothe human occus while
the persm is ALIV E hereon earth. For exampleGen.23:8,1 Sam.7:5,1 Kings.13:6,1 Sam.
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12:231 Tim. 2:1. In theentireBible,thereisnot ONE exampt of sonmeonewho isdeal making
intercessiofor someorhereon earth.)

It is clea that there is no exampt in the Bible of prayes beirg made throudh a persm who has
died.Rathey the Bible sag time ard time agan tha God is the one who personajyl heas ard
answes our prayers.

Mary peope beliee tha sine Mary was the mothe of Jesusshe has a specihrelationstp with Him
in heavenandcanthereforebring our prayerdeforeHim. But there is no pla@ in the Bible whee we
aretold to prayto Mary. Jesushimselfdid not give His mothe ary specih statis ove ary othe
obedienChristian

Rea Matthev 12:4650fi While he was still speaking to the people, behold, hibrotbtrersaodchautside,
asking to speak to him. 48 But he replied to t
And stretching out his hand toward his dhecipl e
wi || of my Father i n heWhodoeslesasy ismismdihe @id brahe and
ard sister)?

It is certainy true tha Maly was a very godly woman who wes blessd with the vely specihprivileg
and hono of beirg the human mothe of the San of God. However Mary was not God, she had no
speciapowersard shewas not given the positian of mediato betwea God ard humans.

Who is the only mediato tha we havé® Look up the following ver®e ard give you
answer:
1Timothy2:5_

The Bible makes it clea tha we shoutl pray directly to God. When Jess was aské by His disciples
0 T e asdoprayg He told them to pray to God the Fathe (Matthev 6:9) There are alo examplsin the
Bible of prayingdirectlyto JesugActs 7:59,2 Corinthians128-9). Generall speakinga Christia prays
TO the Father THROUGH Jesa Christ BY the powe of the Holy Spirit Attemptirg to pray to God
throudh anyothe mediato isnot biblical.

C. WhatAre The Four PartsOf Prayer?

There are four mah elemergtha shoutl beincludel in our prayesin orde to hawe abalancd praye life.
You can easif remembethe® four elemergfrom theacrosti® AC-T-S évhichstandgor adoration,
confessiorthanksgivingndsupplication.

1) Adoration: Praiseésod not for whatHe hasdonefor you,but @ Adoration
simplyfor whoHe is A goad wayto practi@ adoratio is by praisimg
God usirg Hisvariols name ard attributes (see chapte 3). Confession

Real the following verssto seewhy God isworthy of our adoration:
J Thankggiving
L €

1Chronicle29:1112f Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the pow¢ _

glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens @ Supplication
yours. Yourshe kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head abc

Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power
and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.
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Psalml45:16 i

1 1 will extol you, my God and King, Note: A good way to pray withdoration
and bless your name forever and ever. is to read a psalm such as 145, pausing
2 Every day | will bless you after each verse to personally praise Go
andpraise your name forever and ever. for what you just read.

3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised,
and his greatness is unsearchable.

4 One generation shall commend your works to another,
and shall declare your mighty acts.

5 On the glorious splendor of your majesty,

andon your wondrous works, | will meditate.

6 They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds,
and | will declare your greatness.

2) Confession The Greekwordfor 6 ¢ 0 n imeasnss tsay the sane thingd God calk ours sins
abominatioa We neeal to sg the sane thing abou our sirs as we confes them one by one
before God; tha is, we neal to agre with God tha our sinsareterrible. We al® neal to ak Him
to forgive usfor the sirs we canna® remembeor are not awae of. Remembetha God knows all
of oursins.

Why is confessin important?

PsalnB82:35 Psalm 66:18
3 For when | kept silent, my bones wasted If I had cherished iniquity in my heart,
through my groaning all day long. the Lord would not have listened.
4 For day and night your hand was heavy
mystrength was dried up as by the heat of .
Selah A: adoration
5 | acknowledged my sin to you, . :
and | did not cover my iniquity; C. confess_lo_n
| said, ol will con T: thanksgiving
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. S: SUpp“C&ltiOﬂ
1Johnl1:9

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse
unrighteousness.

3) Thanksgiving: Expresthanksfor everythigwhich God hasgiven you Givethanlseven in the
painfu experienceand ak God to hep you see the purposefor it (1 Thessaloniab:18).

Real Psam 1071 and 8. 1 Oh give thanks td theD, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever!
8 Letthenthankhed_ordforhissteadfdete,
forhiswondrouwsorks$othechildreofman!
(Wha are sonmrewaystha you havese@ G o dldving kindnesin you life?

4) Supplication: Presehyou requestto God. This patt of prayerasksGod to providefor your
needard the need of others Whé are sone things we shoutl ak God for?
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Prayfor worriesthat you may have(Philippians}.67)

Prayfor yourselfandyourfamilyto belinedupwith G o dvdll§Matthew6:10)
Prayfor friendsandrelativedo cometo know JesugRomansl0:1)

Prayfor your churchleadersandyour politicalleaderg1 Tim 2:1.2)

Prayfor the missionaries your church(Col. 4:24 and Matt. 9:3738)

Prayfor yourself.Prayasspecificallaspossible (Heb.4:16 andMatt. 7:7-8)

It isagodd ideato write out what you wart to pray for before you begin so tha you will not forget
somethingor loseyour focuswhile you areprayng. Anotherreasorfor writing downyour prayer
requestis so tha you will be abkto look badk later and see how God hasansweréyou prayers.

D. DoesGod Always Answe My Prayers?

God alwag answes our prayers However God d o et slwaf answeour prayes in the way we hope or
expect.His answer$o our prayersill varyaccordindo His planfor our lives:

1) Sometimesthe answeris "NO." God does not alwag sy yes Even when we pray with a
clea heat ard right motives ard unwaverig faith, God will sometimesayo No . 0

Read2 Corinthiand 2:79fi So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatne
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from b
ThreetimesIpleaded h t he Lord about this, that it shou
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness
power of Christ may rest upon me.

WhatwasG o dabissveto P a uréqdest?

Read.uke22:4142i And he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and prayed, 4-
oFather, if you are willing, redmomwe. @ his cup

WhatwasGodtheF a t haeswdios] e sprage®

We can see from the aboe verss (ard othe examplein the Bible tha God sometimesag 0 N otd@
the request®f His children,evenif His childrenare solid Christiansvho are prayingin faith. Why
does God sy 0 Ndto sone prayer8 We ¢ at ralivag know the answe to tha question but sorre
possibtreasorare given below:

a) Unrepentanhconfetsiea
God wantsus to confessour sins and repert 0 tha we are in good fellowshipwith Him
before we bring requestsfore Himlt is importart that we regulagl confes sin in our life so tha
we can cone before God in praye with aclean heart (sé&salm 32:5, Psalm 66:1&nd1 John
3:22).

b) Weask wrongly
Jamegl:3saysp Wh gooask,youdo not receivebecausyou ak with wrong motives thatyou
may sper wha you gd on you pleasure§. Our motives mug be corre¢ when we request
somethindgrom God.

c) Opposyprayers
Sometimg our prayes are in oppositio to the prayersof anotherChristian.For examplel st 0
suppos tha one Christian man is prayirg for hiss osriodtbal tean to win while a the sametime
anotherChristianis prayingfor the opposimg tean to win! Whos praye should Gal answe?
God cannt alwagsy yestoe v e r sregues. o

d) Wearaskigfa sometlgthad isna G o sivid
1 John5:14sayso .. if weaskanythingaccordig to His will, He hearau s If whatweaskfor is
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notin G o dwillgor ourlives,He will not giveuswhatwerequest.
e) Galunderstarmdoethan wedoabotthesituation

We mug realie that God is altkknowing ard that He can see the future Becaus of this He

understanslmud more than we do abou our life (ard the lives of others arourd ug and ca

know wha is bes for us We mug trug His knowledgeandHis wisdomandHis love.For more

on this see the appendi x on oOPerspectives on
f) Galhagrantthumasfrewil (Genes2:1617).

Becaus God has chosa to give us the freedan to choo® our own actions God may say0 N@®

to a praye requesin orde to allov man &free will, whichin this sinful world will sometims

resul ininnocem peopé suffering.

A godl ver® to remembewhen God sayg 0 N®@to our requestss Romans3:28,0 A nwe knowthat
in al things God works for the goad of those who love Him, who hawe beea callel accordig to His
pur p @ eerwhénGo danswveto our praye iso N 0 we can know tha everythig thathappensn
our life will work togetherfor our good. This promiseis not for unbelievershut only for those who
hawe been callel by God ard love God. Wha a comfott this promi® is to aChristiah For moreon
this subjectsee the Appendk at the erd of thisbooklet.

a) Sometimesthe answeris "NOT YET." SometimgeGod wans us to be patien ard wat for
the thing we hae requestedA verg whid help ustrustG o dtiinggisPsaln37:4,7: 0 De |l i g h't
yoursdl in the LORD ard He will give you the desiref your heart...Bestill beforethe LORD
ard wat patientyforHi m. 6

b) Sometimesthe answeris "YES." When God sag 0 y ¢atasour requestwe neal to recognize
Hisansweto our prayeyard to give Him the thanls ard gloty for wha Hehasdone Jame 1:17
says:0 E v goodandperfectgiftisfrom above. .. 6
Whd is a praye requesof yours that God has answerg with 6 N@or 0 Ntoyed (eithe in the pas or
currently)?

E. Avoid Meaningless Repetition In Your Prayers

Imagire havirg a conversatio with a friend who jug ke repeatig somethig he had memorizedor kept
telling you exact the sane thing ove ard over. Tha conversatio would not really be meaningfuto you,
woul it? We wart our friends to tak to us in a persond way a red conversatio of ther thoughs and
feelingsIn the sane way God wans our prayes to be ared conversatio with Him, not jug phrase we
repedovea ard over.

RealJ e s us 0 Matta6r7d £« Ainmd when you pray, do not heap U
think that they will be hedindifamany words.
Wha does Jesasa/ hereabou meaninglesepetitior?

Isit pleasigto God when al of you prayes sourd the sam@

When you pray be sue tha you prayes are genuine Tell God yourown thoughtsandfeelingsnot simply
some standadl words you arerepeating.

F. What Does |t Mean To Pray In Jests Name?

Sone Christials wrongy beliewe that if you erd you praye with the words 0 1 Jess namé (se2 John
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14:13) God is requirel to do whateve we ask The Bible teachs us tha to pray in the name of Jesus
mears tha tha we are prayirg in the authoriy of Chrigt. For examplewhen a policema sayso St irothe
nameof thel a viné isinvokingthe authoriy tha the law has Likewisewhen we pray in JesuSname we
are invokirg the authoriy that Chrig Himsef has To pray in C h r sinae riears tha we identify with
the purpo® of Chrig to the exten tha our will is submitted to the will of God (see 1 Jon 5:14) We must
remird ourselvetha God will only sy 0 Y @ts thos prayes tha arein line with His will (see Jame 4:3).
Those who do not obtan wha they specificayl requesare often surprisd by a differernt but bette answer.
And 0 Ndis sometime the be$ answerWe mug remembetha God answes our prayes accordig to
wha Hesesasour needs.

Assignment Schedwd a time to mee& somewhex quig whee the two of you can pray. Hawe no agend
othe than to pray Be sue to incluck the four elemats of PrayerAdoration, Confessioithanksgiving
andSupplication.

Date/Time Location

A suggesteway to pray isO ¢ 0 n v e D grayey in whida édat persm prays briefly abou the prayer
requesttakirg turns with ead other until the requesis thoroughy coveredFor examplgif two men are
praying, the first might pray,F a t| Iprayfor the conversiorof my friend,tha he migh receie Jesa
Christd6 And then the other mighpray,0 Y elLsrd. | agreewith this prayerand ak you to shav us
how we can approah our friend vith the Gospeld The two merwill eat pray severhtimes badk ard
forth abou thesubjetoft h e i r salvationdef@nigng on to the nex isswe of prayer.

Anothe goad way to pray isto pray through aPsdam. Choo® aPsam ard personaliethe words makirg it
yourown prayerto God. (Examplefor confessiorof sn, Psalm51is averygoodpsain to pray to God.
For praiseandadorationPsalml45is excellent.)

As you sper time in praye together be sue to pray for yourselvetha you would wak in obediene to

God. Pray for your family. As time pemits, pray for you churd leaderscommunity and family leaders,
the leades of you nation,missionariegouknow,andworldissues.
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Assignmentfor chapter6 0 Week1

How Can | be aWitnessto Others?

NOTE: THISCHAPTER SHOULD BE DONE IN TWO SECTIONSOVER THE COURE OF
TWO WEEKS.

WeekOne

_____Studyard complete the materiafor chapte 6.

__ Discusyou answesto the questiosin chapte 6 with the persm who isdisciplirg you.
__ MemorizeMatthew28:1820,andtell it to the persorwhois disciplingyou.

__ Writeout you personbtestimonyand tel it to the persm who isdisciplirg you.
______Marktheversedor0 Ro m& o aid yourBible.

Scheddan appointmento go with the persm who isdisciplirg you to withes to someorwho is
not aChristian.

Revievthe memoy versasfrom previos weeksard reviav the name of the books of the New
Testament.

'1John3:16170 F Godsol ovedésod
I'11John5:12130 HwhohastheS o n é 6

I'T Exodusl5:110 WhamongheGo d s é 6

'l Psalml19:9110 H ocanayoungma n é 6
I'11John5:140 T histhec onf i denceébd
"1 Mathew28:18200 T h Jsusamdot h e mé 6

OPENING CONVERSATION FOR LESSON 6: Are you a story teller? Most of us have
stories we like to tell. What is yours? Could you tell it to someone from another
culture so that it would be understandable?
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Assigmrment for chapter & Week 2

How Can | be aWitnessto Others?
WeekTwo

If the persm who isdisciplirg you has suggesteary changein the way you presehyour
personbtestimonyre-write you testimoty to inclucethose changes.

Tel you testimoly aganm to the persm who isdisciplirg you, pretendig tha he/sheisnot a
Christian.

Presenthe gospéto the persm who isdisciplig you pretendig tha he/sheisnot aChristian.
Ustheo R o ns&oad methal to presehthe gospel.

Tel you testimoly to three Christia friends and two non-Christia friends.

Go on two evangeligtivisits with the persm who isdisciplirg you to two
unbelieversWritetheresultof yourvisitson pages7.

Revievthe memoy verssfrom previos weeksard reviev the name of the books of the New
Testament.

'1John3:16170 F Godsol ovedédod

"1 1John5:12130 HwhohastheSo n é 6

I'T Exodusl5:110 WhamongheGo d s é 6

'l Psalml19:9110 H ocanayoungma n é 6
I'11John5:140 T histhec onf i denceébd
T Mathew28:18200 T Wesusameot h e mé 6
I'T Namesof New Testamenbooks
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Chapter
6

How Can | be aWitnessto Others?

Memorize Matthew 28:1820f And Jesus came and said to t
and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20
teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you

al ways, to the end of the age. o

(Note to discipler: Thislessonis fairly long andhasquitea bit of homewok for the studentincluding
two evangeligti visits the discipé will do with you BE SURE TO TAKE TWO WEEKS TO
COMPLETETHISLESSON.)

Why

Witness?

Christs first instructiors to His new followes were "Come, follow Me, and | will make you fishers of
men" (Matthev 4:19) His lag instructiors on this earh to His discipls were 6And you will be my
witnesses . . . to the end of the earthd (Acts 1:8) Chrig thus bega and ended His ministy with the
commau to bewitnesses!

As Christianswe hawe experienag G o d gia@ ard forgivenessWe understad tha withou Jesa people
are log in sin ard will neve ente heavenlt shoutl be our deg desie to shae this messagwith people
aroundus. TellingothersaboutsalvatiorthroughChristis knownaso wi t n eVée s witriessgof the
power graceandloveof Jesus.

If a Christian is not a witnessin word and deedfor Christ, then he is disobedient Although sone
Christias are given a speciabift of evangelisnit is not only those with the gift of evangelim who are told
to be witnessedRathereveryChristian iscommande to tell otheisabou Jesus.

Why shoutl aChristia be actiwe in witnessingThe bast motiveis simply lovdor Jesus Christ. Agrvants
of Christ we mug not overlodk ary of His commandment&bediencés the fruit andproof of our lovefor
Christ-- Jesusaid o lyduloveme,youwill obeywhatl ¢ o mm a(dodnd4:15).

Anotherreasorfor beingan activewitnessis loving concernfor others.To love soneore el is to se&«
and b sene ther highes good Do you truly love others? Do you love your unsavedfriends,
relativesneighborsard acquaintanc@df you are naot telling them abou Jesusthen you are not showiry
them truelove. We cannotclaim to love othersif we leavethem aloneto die without Christ.

Why isit importart that we presehJess Chrig to peopkwho are lost?Read the following:

a. Johnl4.6fi Jesus said to him, o0l aaooméshodhe Rathgr exceptn d
through me.

b. Acts4:12i And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given
which we must be saved. o

What Does A Withess Do?
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A witnes in acourtroan is expectd to tel wha he knows abou a given situation For exampleif someone
witnessé an aub accidenthe or she migh be callel into the courtroon to testify Hes h otsdyd Wé | 6l m
not alawyer | neve studie law and so | ¢ at pdssiby be awitnessd Insteadwha he shodldo is testify
abou wha he sav ard wha he head regardig the accident The Aposte Jon uses thos exat wordswhen
hewritesin 1 John1:13:

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, W
we have looked at and our hands have touch#ds we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The |
appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was w
Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to ywhat we have seen and heard, so that you also
may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Chris

Thus evey Christia shoudl be abk to tel othes how they withessé a chang in ther life after Jesa Christ
becane ther Lord ard Saviour We d otnhdwe to be an expet ard know eveything before we tell
othersabou Jess -- we mug simpy be faithfu to tel them wha we do know. Real the following verss
about peo@who werewitnessgof Jesaand answethe questions:

1. Look up and read Jol:4042.Wha wasthe first thing Andrew did afte he me Jesu3

2. ReadP et er 0 sActswo2fi dobor wie cannot but speakat we have seen and Wietdlid Pete
sg abou speakig of Jesa Chris?Circlethecorret answer.
a. Hedidnt spe& unlesasked.
b. Hewascompelld (coutl not resistto speak.
c. Hefoundit difficultto spealof suchapersonainatter.

3.  Wha wasPauto tel peopl®Read Acts 22:Tb dofor you will be a witness for him to everyone of what you
and headd.

4. Read Romans 1:16 and see what Paul said he was not ashsvhwdidfhe say thHps

How Should We Witness?
1. Realthe story of the blind man testifying about Jesus after his sight was relstr@dlB4.
The blind man whom Jesgheald in this passaghad little or no theologicalraining but he
coul give asimpk ard effective testimony Wha facts did hetell?(Jom 9:25)

2. Read 1 John 1f3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may h
us; and indgmd fellowship is with the Father and with his SonJissip&dsagie what does John say
that heisproclaiming

3. Wha wasthe subjetof PaukwitnessRead these passages:

a. 1Corinthiand:23241fi but we preach Christ crustiimableng block to Jews and folly to Gentiles,
but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom

b. Ephesian8:8i To me, though | am the very least of all the saints, this grace wémeegiven, to p!
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ

4. ReadPet er 6 s e x hor IPaterd:1816n bubin your heares somor Chmist the Lord as holy,
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always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a regsonyfer doathople that is
gentleness and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who
Christ may be put to shanssver the questions below:

a. Wha two things shoutl come before telling othesabou Christ?

b. Wha isthehopethat isinyou?

c. Wha shoud be you attituce when witnessing?

Jess cane to se& ard to sae the lost Sin@ He lives within us we can simpl ak Him to give us the

courag to spe#é for Him. We can al® ak Him to hep us know the words to say when we witnes to
others.ReadViatthew10:1920fi When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or wi
say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. 20 Bpedks nait thaeuSpid of your Father speakin
through yduandLuke12:13127A And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the ¢
not be anxious about how you should defend yourself or what you sho@gisawill fefchhy@idoiythat very
hour what Wbowil helpugtblibthetsaboutlesys? 6

It isimportan tha we alwayg pray before ard after we witnes to someongaskimg God to hep us know the
wordsto sg ard to be a work in the heat of the persm with whaom we are speaking.

When Should We Witness?

When shoutl we witnes to others abou Jesu3We should continuallybe lookingfor opportunitiego tell

othess abou Christ Wheneveyaou are alore with a persm for a few minutes you shoutl assura that you

are there by divine appointmen to shae the goad news of God's love ard forgivenessExample One

woman was askedo WH igit tha you do® The woman answeredl am adiscipé of Jesa Chrig cleverly
disguise as a secretarg! Likewise we shoutl alwag look for opportunitis to tel othes abou our

relationstp with the Lord.

Remembertha Sata does not wart you to tel others abou JesusWitnessig abou Jess is an area that
involvesa greatdealof spiritualwarfare Our eneny will use whateve methal he can to keg you from
witnessig to others He will tel you liesto discourageou from sharingthe good newsof Jesuslt is
importart for us to recognie the lies ard discouragemef Satanso tha we can fight againshim with
praye and scripture Here are some comma waystha Sata miglht try to prevem you from witnessing:

Hewil tel yathd peopma becaangrwih yai fa speakgaboulesus.

Ther isno questio that thisis true -- sone peopé will becone angy ard reje¢ the words you say.
But regardlesof the respons we gd from people we mug obey Go d @dmman to be His
witnessesWe mug fea God morethan we fea man (real Exodus 1:1517 for an examp of this).

Hewil tel yaithd yardona knavenoind dtdaeénoldraining/experi¢taiaawitness.
Remembethe examp in Jom 9 of the blind man who was healed Although he knew almost
nothing abou Jesushe told otheis wha Jess had done Evely Christia can & leas tel wha Jesus
hasdonein his/her life. If a personasksyoua questio for which you do not hawe an answeryou
can tell them that you will find out ard give them theanswelater.

Hewil tel yoi tha ya mighdestyyoufriendghwit someeihya tak tothenabouwles
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Remembetha if you truly cae abou ard love someongyou musttell them abou JesusWithout
Jesusyour friend will be lost forever.You mustrisk your friendshipfor the sakeof their soul,and
trus God to handé the situation.

Hewil tel yaithd peophend interesta hearmgabotldesus.

Althoudh it is true tha some peopé may not be interestd in hearirg the gospelmary peopé are
interestedPeopleall aroundusarelivingempty lonely lives, anareseeking meanirand purpose.
Mary peopé are longirg to hea abou the God who lovesthem.

Hewil tel yaithd youlifeisnd agodexampd a Christigreoya shodina witness.

The ideathat we shoudl not witnes until we are perfet¢ isaLIE. The truth istha NO Christia is
perfect God wans us to be holy (1 Pete 1:1516) ard we shoud try to live holy lives but we will
neve be perfet in this life. The Apostke Pau struggledwith sinin his life (seeRom 7:15).The
Apostk Pete deniel Chrig 3 times but God stil usel him as apowerfu evangelistEven if you are
strugglig with area of sn in you life, you can tell peopé abou Jesa ard tell them how He died
for you ard for them You can tell peopé tha you are not perfect but tha you have been forgiven
by the bloaod of Jessard that you are learnimg evey day how to be abetter person.

Hewil tel yaithd youeffostat witnesgjwil na besuicceskfuthd thepeoplai tak towil na believe.

You shoutl not fed discouragewhen sone refu® to receivelesusstheir SaviourandLord. It

isnot you responsibilit to male someoe beliee in JesusTha is God's responsibility.
Your responsibilit is simply to tel

them the goad news with love ard genuire concern.

Wha isaway (or way$ tha Sata often discourageY OU from witnessing

Whd isaver®tha can hep you when Sata discourageyou in thisway?

How Should WePresert Jests Christ?
How shoutl we presenhChrig to thosewho d o trkriow Him? To answethisquestionlet uslook at the way
Pau told othesabou howheme Christ Re@lPaul 6s testi mony to King Agr.i
Acts26:123.Youwill noticein Paul'sstoryof howhemetChrig (histestimony)heincludel the following:
a. Wha lifewaslike beforehe me Chrig (Acts26:111).
b. Howheme Him (Acts26:1218).
c. Wha lifewaslike after hemetChrist- howit changedhislife (Acts26:1923).

Usirg the three points write out you own brief (no more than threeminute$ testimory below:

Wha my lifewaslike beforel receivedesughrist. | livedandthoughtthisway:
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How | receivd Chrig (be specift ard us a leas one Bible verse)

After | receivd Christ the® positive changstook place

When you are presentig Chrig to someongit is a goad idea to stat by giving you own testimony.
Practie telling you testimory as you hawe outlinad it above until you can tel it smoothy ard without
hesitationThis week,tell your brief testimoly to othes a leas 5 times Stat by telling it to three
Christia friends Then tel you testimory to two non-Christianfriends.To whom will you tell your
testimony?

The name of three Christia friends

Thename®f two non-Christiarfriends:

Explain G o d Way of Salvation

After telling someor how you me Christ it isimportart that you explan to them ther own neeal for Jesus.
You shout use verssfrom the Bible to suppot whé you are saying One goad methal of explainig the
gospeiscallelthed R o nsdRaoadd, anduseseverversegrom Romans:

1)Romans3:10 2)Romans3:23 3)Roman$:12 4)Roman$:8
5)Roman$:23 6) Romand0:13 7)Romand0:910

So that you alwag remembewheeto beginwrited R O M/ ASROAD BEGINSAT ROMANS3:1@®in the
front of yourBible. Thenturnto Romans3:10andha\e the persam to whom you are witnessig real the
verse It may hep himif you hawethe verg underlind in you Bible.On tha sane pag tha you hawe
Romais 3:10 in you Bible writethewords0 ® TO ROMANS3 : 2AgaindaveyourfriendreadRomans
3:23outloud. Askhim,0 Wh laasdestroyedurrelationshipvithGo d ? 6

Ontha sane pagetha you have Rom 3:23 writethewordso G @O ROMANSS : 1 Ravegourfriend
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readRom5:12.

Thensayo T hethseverssclealy say tha eveyoneisasinner No oneisrighteous We are separated
from Godbecausef ours i it maybehelpfulto shav you friend an illustration of how we are separated
from God:

Sinful Man I Holy God
— Sin

DEATH LIFE

Thearrows shav ma sattemp to read God by goad works, religion etc. All of theseattemptdall short.
On tha sane pag tha you have Rom 5:12 writethewordsd G @O ROMANSS : &Haveéyourfriend
readRom.5:8.

Explainto yourfriendthatJesuss 100%manand100%God, andtell themthatHe diedon the crossor our
sins 0 tha we can be forgiven and hawe arelationshp with God. Heisthe only onewho can bridgethegap
betwea aHoly God ard sinfd man The followingillustratian shows how Jesgbrings usto God:

On tha sane pag tha you hawe Rom 5:8

write the words0 GOTO ROMANS 6 : 23 . 6
Have your friend readRom. 6:23.Explan to Christ
you friend tha sin lead to spiritud deah ard Sinful Man Holy God
judgment but if we receie Jess we will be
savedExplan tha eternalife is a gift ard tha
it canna be earnd by doing goad works We
can only ente heaverthroughJesu<hristour
Lord. (You could have your frierd real
Ephesian2:910 if they do not understandhat
salvatio issimpl agift becausof G o dgiae -- not becausof anythirg we do ourselve.

Be sue to emphasiztha conversia involves two key elementsepentaneard faith. Jesasad in Mark 1:15
0 R e paedbdlieveheg o s fseehlsbLuke13:25). To repen mearsto male aspiritud U-turn. We turn
awayfrom sinandturn in faith towardsthe crossOn tha sane page tha you have Rom 6:23 write the words
0 ® TO ROMANS10:13% Haweyou friendreadRom10:13.

Ontha sane pagtha you have Romais 10:Bin you Bible writethewords6 ® TO ROMANS10:91 0. 6
HaveyourfriendreadRomandl0:910. You mayalsohaveyourfriendreadJohnl:12 Tellyourfriendthat
receivingeternalife andhavingarelationstp with God is simpl amatte of admittingtha they are asinner
believig the words of the Bible andaskinglesunto theirlife. Askyourfriend,0 Itheearyreasoya can

thirk o wtyya woul nd wantorecesdessChrisrighn o Wf¥air friend indicats tha they woul liketo

receie Jesusyou can hep them ak Jesainto ther life by prayirg with them asimpk praye like this (they

can repeathe words afte you):

0 ®Jesubrealiethd | anasinnerl haedoemanythingwrogthd displeagou | navrepérofiry
sinsin othewordd navmalea spirituaJ-tum frannysirsard | tuntothecrasd JessChrist.l nav
accepoublodatonentda nmysin Thak youfa dyigan thecrosfor ny sirsard far allowingeto
haearelationgwihyou Pleaecominony heartardtakeconttaf nylife | wantoobey yard
follavyou InJesdramal prayAme n . O

Thereis nothingin life quiteasexcitingasprayingha praye with someonkAfter you lead someoe to
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Christ it isimportart tha you tell them that they mug now follow Chrig ard live ther livesaccordigto the
guidelinsof the Bible Make surethey hawe the opportunit to grow in ther understandimof God ard the
Bible If you areunabéto spem regulatime with them yourselfintrodue them to anothe Christian who
can hep them grow Also try to g them establishetin agoad churd tha can hep them to matueasa
Christian.

Helpful Suggestiors When Witnessing To Someone

1) Lean how to turn thetopic of aconversatio arourd so that you can tak abou JesusPractie doing
thiswith the persm who isdisciplirg you As one man said when askedlyh iait that youd o ? 6
energeticallansweredl am adiscipé of JessChrig clevery disguise asafarmet 6

2) Keegytheconversatiofocusel on Jess Christ Many times peopéwill hawe questios or comments
on subjecstha arenot directy relatel to Jesuslt isimportart tha you continieto dired the
conversatiobadk to Jesus.

3) If youaraskd aquestiotha youd o trkriow theansweto,d otro @ edt.b Simpysayyoud o n & t
know, then sed the counskof anothe Christian who can guice you to the corred answer.

Being a Fruitful Witness
Thefollowing chat can hep you remembethe bast stes to beingafaithfulandfruitful witnesdor Christ.
Reviev eat step with the persm who isdisciplirg you.

FRUITFUL
WITNESS

EXPECT

RESULTS

TALK ABOUT

JESUS
o
C

@REPARED TO SHARE THE GOSP@
BE UNDER THE CONTROL OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT
< NO UNCONFESSED SIN IN YOUR LIFE >
( BE SURE YOU ARE A CHRISTIAN >

As we close this chapter @vangelism, it is wise to remember the words of St. Augustine who said:

AWithout God, we cannot (convert anyone);

Will you be that faithful person whom God uses to share your testimony and the gospel? Yes___ No__
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Homework:

1)

2)

3)

Think of two peopé you know who are not Christiansard pray tha they will becone believers Try
to arrang an opportuniy to witnesto them.

Prepae you testimoty ard presenit to the persm who isdiscipligyou Also presehRomars Road
to yourdiscipler.

Malke two visits with you disciple ard give you testimoly to two unbelieversAlso presenthe
gospeto them usig Romas Roal if possible After you evangelistivisits write the answesto the
followingquestions:

a.) Wha arethe name of the peopé to whom you presente the gospel?

b.) Wha wasther responeto you testimony?

c) Wha wasther responsto the gospépresentation?

d.) Wha did you lean from this experience?
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Assignmentfor chapter?

What is my Relationship to Othersin the Church?

NOTE: Do not go on to chapte 8 until you have completd ard checkd eat of the followingassignments:
__ Studrard compleethe materifor chapte 7.
Discusyou answesto the questiosin chapte 7 with the persam who isdisciplirg you.
MemorizeColossian8:1214,andtell it to thepersorwhoisdisciplingyou.

Memorizthe name of thefirst 14 books of the Old Testamen(Genesthroudh 2 Chronicles),
ard tel them to the persm who is disciplirg you.

Malke an appointmento go with the persm who is disciplirg you to sene someoein your
churt (seepage 58).

Revievthe memoy verssfrom previos weeksard reviev the name of the books of the New
Testament.

1 John3:16170 F Godsol ovedéod
'11John5:12130 HwhohastheSo n é 6

'] Exodusl5:110 WhamongheGo d s é 6

'l Psalnl19:91106 H ocanayoungma n é 6
[11John5:140 T histhec onf i denceéd
[T Mathew28:18200 T hJesusameot h e mé 6
['1 Colossian8:1214ThereforeasG o doiasen
peopl eébd

OPENING CONVERSATION FOR LESSON 7: Whenyou were a child, who was one of your
closestfriends? What made that persa so specid to you?
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Assignment for chapter 7
What is my Relationship to Othersn the Church?

NOTE: Do not go on to chapter 8 until you have completed and checked each of the following assignment
______ Study and complete the material for chapter 7.

_____ Discuss your answers to the questions in chapter 7 with the person eyblongs yiis!.

_______Memorize Colossians 3t22and tell it to the person who is discipling you.

Memorizehte names of the first 14 books of the Old Testament (Genesis through 2 Chramidles)
tell them to the person who is discipling you.

Mé&e an appointment to go with the person who is discipling you to serve someone in your church
(see page 11)

Review the memory verses from previous weeks, and review the names of the books of the New
Testament.

MJohn3:1617"°%0 For God svarld, that heegdve hishorly Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternalfifeor God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him.

'11John5:1213 **Whoeer has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.
3] write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have
eternal life.

"Exodusl5:11"0 Wh o i s LoRrk @anongohgads¥ho is like you, majestic in
holinessawesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders

1Psalm 119:21 °How can a young man keep his way @yeiarding it according to your word.
PWith my whole heart | seek ytai;me not wander from your commandtsg’'l have stored up your
word in my hearthat | might not sin against you.

11 John 5:14"And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his
will he hears us.

Mathew 28:320"*And Jesus came and said to them, o0AIl I

to me.**Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirtteaching them to observethdit | have commanded you. And behold, | am with
you al ways, to the end of the age. o

" Colossians 3:A24 *Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindne
humility, meekness, and patietib®aring with one anothand, if one has a complaint against another,
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must‘fargiabove all these put on

love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.

OPENING ICEBREAKER TO LESSON 7: When you were a child, who was one of your closest
friends? What made that person so special to you?
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Part Three: My Relationship to the Church
Chapter 7

What is my Relationship to Others in the Church?

Memorize Colossians 3:124

Colossians 3:424.**Put onthen, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patieRt®aring with one another and, if one has a complaint against another,
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you alsagnestfand above all these put on

love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.

As children of God, we have the privilege of being a part of God's family. This family includes all the peopl
throughout the world who have Christ as thaid and Savior. This family is called the "Body of Christ" or
the "Church”. Christ Himself is the Head of the body, and we are all members of the body.

God desires that every believer be a functioning member of a local church. We cannot grayvéb Inyaturi
ourselves- God's plan is that we will mature as we remain in regular fellowship vatidiiitin other
Christians.

A. Christians Are Members Of One Another

The New Testament states that Christians are "members of one another." Reathh<CIRinH27:14For

the body does not consist of one member butof idanf. t he f oot shoul d say, O0Becau
to the body, 6 that woul d Antd mdk & hiet eanmry shomidyelddemayr, t
not belong to the body, 6 t hat Vit whok bodyormere anaye,evharetwouddn y
be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sens8of amigll®, God amged the
members in the body, each one of them, as he €lfcaléwere a single member, where would the bo@AsePis,

there are many parts, yetonebddyhe eye cannot say to the hand, 01l ha\
fed , Ol have 20othecengaly, thefparty ab the. bddy that seem to be weaker are indistfanshdite,

those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are tre:
with greatemodesty24which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving
greater honor to the part that lackefititat there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the
same care for one anoth#eif one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.
2’Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.

Now writewhat example Paul uses to illustrate the idea that we are all members of ane another

Write Romans 12(53b we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one df another.

One of the most important things in the Christian life is showing love to others. In John 13:35 Bgsus said "
this all people will know that you are my disci
Can the people around you see that you are afGlloser by watching the way you treat others?

How arewe to treat others? In the Newstament, the "one another" commandments appear 59 times. Each

time, God gives you a command (not a suggestidmatparticular action to "one another." Read the
following verses and CIRCLE the "one another" commandment that is given:
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1 Mark 9:50°°Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have ¢
in yourselves, anéb at peace with one another. o

1 John 13:14°If | then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one
another's feet.

1 John 13:34°A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another: just as | have loved you,
you also to love one another.

f Romans 15:7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for theGydry of

! Romans 15:141 myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodnes:
filled with all knowledge andelko instruct one another.

{1 Galatians 6:2Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.
1 Ephesians 5:24%submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.

1 Philippians 23Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in htyngiiunt others more
significant than yourselves.

1 Colossians 3:3Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices

1 Colossians 3:13*bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against forgtiiery
each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.

{ Colossians 3:16°Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another
in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with tissnkfylme hearts to God.

1 1 Thess. 81 " Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.

1 James 4:11Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother
judges his brother, speaki against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not
a doer of the law but a judge.

1 James 5:16°Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be
healed. The prayer of a righteous persogreaspower as it is working.

1 1 Peter 4:9°Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.

1 1 Peter 4:10As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's
varied grace:

B. How Should We Treat One Another?
Let'sstudy a few of these "one another" commandments more closely:

1) Encourage one another
Readl T h e s sTherefore endolirage ane another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing
Christians are to build up, strengthen, and enecomaganother. No one pastor can build up every single
person in the church. God's design is that we all build each other up.

We must recognize the importance of the Word of God in encouraging and building each other up (1 Thes:
4:18 say$Therefore ecourage one another with these words.") We should be ready to share scriptures witt
others who are in special need of encouragement. In order to encourage others with scripture, we must st
the Word of God on a regular basisot only for our own gueth, but also to assist others in their growth.

Read Hebrews 10:258.%* And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good“varks,
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you
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the Day drawing near

What should we encourage others (urge others to do)?

What is one important way we encourage others (verse 25) (What should we not give up doing?)

Thus, it is important to meet together for worship and fellowship on a frequent basis. No individual Christial
can function effectively all alone. For example imagine a log fire.

The logs that are together are all glowing brightly. But put one piece of wood off to the side and it quickly
burns out. Likewise, we must be with other Christians in fellowship in order to "burn" brightly for the Lord
Jesus Christ and have our Clangty be "hot.” We all need the encouragement of meeting together on a
regular basis in order to remain strong in our Christian lives. This is why regular attendance and involveme
in a church is vital.

Another reason why it is important to be in clebawship with other Christians is that we are less

vulnerable to the attacks of Satan when we are with other believers. An example of this principle can be
found in Africa. If a herd of gazelles all stick together, the lion will not attack anyemeltdbtrever, if

one leaves the herd, the lion will eat that gazelle for dinner. Likewise, the Bible t&lsursthamny the

devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to d€i®eter 5:8). If one of us wanders

away from the fallship of other believers, we are more likely to be devoured, but if we all stick together we
are much less vulnerable to our enemy.

2) Be devoted to one another, honor one another above yourselves

Romans 12:10 tells us to, "Be devoted to one amothvethierly love. Honor one another above yourselves." This
command can often be hard to obey, because our natural tendency is to think of ourselves before thinking of anyone e
and to be devoted to our own needs and wants. But God is very cldavalbtritvants us to behave. Read Philippians
2: 311, 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yéuetelves.
each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests dftddiverthis mind among yourselves,

which is yours in Christ Jeswgho, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be
grasped,but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likenes&Asidrming found in

human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death Yrhaerafoss. God has
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above evéfgmtimeat the name of Jesus every knee
shoud bow, in heaven and on earth and under the *¢ariti,every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the FatheAfter reading the passagesveer the following questions:

What should weot do? (verse 3)

How should we view the interests of others? (verges 3

Whose attitude should we copy? (verse 5)
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What did Jesus do to place the needthefs above Himself? (verséy 7

We must take seriously what the Bible says about being devoted to and honoring one another. Evaluate y
atitudes and actions toward fellow Christiamssper mog of my time thinking abou mysdi rathe than
others?

a. Do | spendimeprayingor myselfor others?

b. Am/ forgivingtowardothers?Or aml basicallgngryandresentful?

c. When| am hurt, do | withdrav or do | continteto be involved with othe people?
d

. Dol fea rejectionor do | reat out to other®How do | showv otheis my love ard interesin
them?

e. Dol humbl considetheinteress$ of othes befolre my own interests?

3) Admonish oneanother
The Greek word for "admonish” means to "warn and instruct.” Some have said that to admonish means to
"compassionately confront” someone. An example of this may be, "Tom, | love you as a friend and your be
interest is my concern. The Bible ry etear that you must turn away from your sin of stealing your
neighbor's cattle and return to your neighbors the cattle you have stolen. If you repent and obey, God
promises to forgive you and will begin to put the pieces back together again. Ahdutcgoe too much
to see you destroy your life with this sin."

To confront a Christian about their sin is a difficult thing to do. Nevertheless, part of our responsibility in ot
relationships with other Christians is to love them enough to be wiliegkao them about areas of sin in

their lives. Proverbs 27:6 says, "Faithful are the wounds of dbieleteitfubre the kisses of an enemy."”

A true friend will be painfully honest when it comes to sin. Admonishing one another is not simply a
suggestion- rather, we areommandedb do this, and we are told to do it in the spilibwd As Paul says,

we must strive to "speak the truth in love" (Ephesians 4:15).

The Bible gives us instructions about the way we should admonish a fellowRe=igviee following verses
and answer the questions:

a. Read 1 Corinthians 4:14, o0l do not write the
my b el ov eWhatidta be the neotive for admonishing someone? Also, what should NOT
be a motie?

b. ReadMatthew 7: 5. 2For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use
it will be measured to ydWhy do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is
inyourowney¢®r how can you say to your brother, ©6éLet |
log in your own ey&¥ou hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take
the speck out of your brother's eye.

What must we evaluate in ourselves before we admonish someone?

c. Read Galatians 6dBrothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you tbocompt ed. 6 Now
20: 3, o0Therefore be alert, remembering that f
every one with tears. o

What is the way in which we should admonish someone?
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d. Read Matthew 18:15,15If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your btéBrif he does not listen, taiee or two others
along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or thre& ifineesfases
to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a
Gentile andh tax collector.

What steps should be taken in the process of admonishing someone?

Note that the first step spoken of in Matthew 18:15 is to admonish another believer "just between the two ¢
you." In other words, we are to admonish each milvately A good principle to remember is to praise
people irpublic and admortighem in private.

Whenweare admonished by someone else, we should take care to have the proper attitude. It is often
difficult not to become angry or defensive when someone corrects us, but we must learn to listen carefully
the correction in ordeo thear what God might be wanting to say to us through the person who is
admonishing us (even if they are not admonishing us in the best way.)

Read Proverbs 9:98°Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; reprove a wise man, and he will love you
Give instruction to a wiseam, and he will be still wisierach a righteous man, and he will increase in
learningNow readP r o v e r bVghoele2 lovés. disdipline loves knowldalgehe who hates reproof is

stupido

What do theetwo verses tell us about the right attitude towards correction?

4) Accept one another
Romans 15:7 tells us'tAccept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to
God." Accepting one another brings praise to God because it shows the world around us that relationships
the Christiafiamily are based on love and acceptance of each other, despite our differences.

Read J o Bnthidal pe8pte will Know that you are my disciples, if you have love for oné another
What did Jesus say in the verse would show all men that welmseps?

If we love someone, we will accept them without being critical or judgmental. Read the following verses ar
answer the questions:

What ae we told to do in Romans 14:R?o(ma n s Aslfat thelone wino is weak in faith, welcome him,
but not to quarrel over opinia)s

Notice that the verse says not to pass judgment on "disputable matters" or opinions. Areas that are not
specified as sin should not become a source of disagreement and judgment among Christian brothers and
sistersRe ad R o malLatsotthedone wBeaats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who
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abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcam@dvhiane we to handle differences
in areas that aret clearly sin?

When the world sees division and arguments among God's people, they cannot understand the love of Go
Cor i nt hi adappealtiolydl, beotherssby thenameur Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree,
and that there be no divisions among you, but t
Let us accept one another and not allow divisions among us.

Accepting others also means that we dhmmilshow partiality by treating some people better than others.
ReadRomans 12:16Liw@ in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly.
Never be wise in your own sighHgughty means to act as if we are more importanbthers.) In

Romans 12:16, how are we told to act?

The Lord is grieved when He sees Christians arguing with each other and noteaadeptivey. Read

Gal at i a heseisheitReBJew rorTGreek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female,
for you are all onie Christ Jesus.What does this verse tell us about divisions among the people of

God?

When we judge others in areas that should not divide us or where we treat certain people better than othel
we are not accepting each other. Are there people in yohphfieyou have not been accepting? If so, ask
God to forgive you and to help you to show true acceptance of your Christian brothers and sisters, so that
can "bring praise to God."

5) Bear with one another; forgive one another
Colossians 3:13tallss, o0Bear with each other and forgive w
anot her . Forgive as the Lord forgave you. o Be
the habits and weaknesses of others, and to forgive whageagicgs you may have against one another.

It is often hard to be patient with other people. Our tendency is to be angry and irritable with what we see
the shortcomings of another person. When we are tempted to be impatient with one another, we need to
think about God's attitude toward us.

Read Nehemiah 9:16. **But they and our fathers acted presumptuously and stiffened their neck and did
not obey your commandmenitd.hey refused to obey and were not mindful of the wonders that you
performed amanthem, but they stiffened their neck and appointed a leader to return to their slavery in
Egypt. But you are a God ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfas
love, and did not forsake them. What do these versesabtut God's attitude about us?

Not only must we be patient, we must also be quick to forgive others when someone sins against us. Sadl
some Christians remain bitter for many years toward a persamswiuotithem. This is nothing less than
sin, and causes harm to us spiritually and emotionally. We must make a deliberate decision to forgive thos
who do things that hurt us. Romans 12:18@apsssible, so far as it depends on you, live peacéhbly w
allo This means that even if the other person is in the wrong, we must forgive them and do all we can to liv
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at peace with them. We cannot be responsible for another person's sinful behavior, but we can make cert:
that our response to their beloavws Chrislike.

What does Matthew 18:22 say about how often we are to forgive? (Matthew2P8:Then Peter came
up and said to him, oLord, how often wil!/l my br
t i m&pudésaidtohim,]| do not say to ysewentsnesyen ti mes, bu

What about when someone is angry with us? What is our responsibility in that situationth@ead 23a

24 %S0 if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something agains
you,*leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and
offer your gift.)

The Bible tells us @ we must "seek peace and pursue it" (found in both 1 Peter 3:11 and Romans 14:19).
That means we need to do everything on our part to be at peace with the othevperatien we believe

that the conflict is the other person's faMi. must humbly @poach the other person and leave the

response to God. God is primarily concerned with your obedience to the command "seek peace and pursu
as this is how you develop CHilgt character.

Read John 17:2hat they may all be one, just as you, Fatteein me, and | in you, that they also may be in
us, so that the world may believe that you have samhatedid Jesus pray for regarding our unity?

Maintaining the "bond of peace" (Ephesian®dager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of

peace&) demonstrates to the world that we have unity through the Spirit of God. Are you showing the world
the unity of the Spirit of God, or are #eeople in your life with whom you are not at peace? Is there
someone whom you feel bitter towards, or who is angry with you? Think about who you might need to
reconcile (make peace) with, and write their names below.

This week forgive the perg@n people) you have named, or ask them to forgive you. pMakenav to
contact them and be reconciled to them. What is your plan?

6) Serve one another
In Galatians 5:13 we are commanded to "serve one another.” Jesus was a living example of Christian serv
as he "took on the very nature of a servant" (Philippians 2:7). Jesus did not only serve in waysthat were e
or convenient- He served when He was tired and weary, He served when people did not show gratitude, H
served in ways that many would consider shameful or demeaning (for example, washing the disciples' feet

Galatians 5:18For you were called teeedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity
for the flesh, but through love serve one an@ther.

Philippians 2;7 bubemptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.

Jesus' teaching on serving i&theas contrary to what the wodddhesRead Mark 10:446:41And when the

ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James arfdAlathdesus called them to himand saidtotheéfm u  k no w
that those who are considered rulers of the Gdatdas over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them.
43But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be yatasenvaoever would be
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first among you must be slave of&dfor even the Son of Maame not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom f4dnmd thayaame to dericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a great crowd,
Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadaitsvéiahe following questions:

Look again at verses42. How did the teachings of Jesus on greatness differ from the world's idea?

What did Jesus say was the purpose of His coming2%Yyerse

Jesus wants us to follow His example in serving one another. He wants us to not only serve when it is eas
convenient, but also when it is difficult or inconvenient. We should not only serve by doing the things we
enjoy, but we should also be willing to do the things we don't enjoy. We should serve not only when we wil
receive praise for our service, butwtsen our service will go unnoticed. And we should serve cheerfully,
without grumbling or complainin@hilippians 2:1dDo all things without grumbling or disputinyVe

must remember that "whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as wotk@engded, and not for

men...it is the Lord Christ you are servij@plossians 3:23)

C. Where Do You Need To Improve?

We have seen the importance of maintaining fellowship with other Christians by obeying the "one another"
commandments in the Bible. When we do this, we fulfill the request of Jesus whoJptayett 2231 do

not ask for these only, but also for thado will believe in me through their wartthat they may all be one, just as

you, Father, are in me, and | in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent mi
22The glory that you have given me | have giverma, tihat they may be one even as we ar&longhem and you

in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as yc
loved me.

Which "one another" commandment is the Holy Spirit convinciraf sight now?

What are some practical things you can do to imiprivet area?

Spend some time with the person that is discipling you in prayer. Pray that you will demonstrate the love c
God by fulfilling the "one another" commandments and maintaining true fellowship with othex. believe

Assignment: Choose someone in your church whom you and your discipler can serve. Some examples of
service may include:

a) Bring a meal to someone who is sick.

b) Visit an elderly person and comfort them in some way.

c) Look after the children of soone in your church.

d) Write a letter of encouragement to an elder or deacon in your church.
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e) Ask your church elders if there is some way that you can serve your church.

Our plan to serve someone in the next week or two is:
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Assignment for chapter 8
Who is the Holy Spirit, and what Spiritual Gifts does He give?

NOTE: Do not go on to chapté&until you have completed and checked each of the following assignments:
Study and complete the material for chapter 8.
Discuss your answers to the questions in chapter 8 with the person who is discipling you.

Review with your discipler liseof spiritual gifts,, and try to determine what your spiritual gift (or gifts)
might be and how you can use your gift (or gifts) to strengthen your church.

Memorize Galatians 5:22, and tell it to the person who is discipling you.

Memorizethe names of thenext 12books of the Old Testameiiizra through Ezekigland tell them
to the person who is discipling you.

EXTRA REVIEW: Review with the person who is discipling you how you are doing in the various areas of
Christian discipline thgdu have studied so far (prayer, Bible study, relationships with others, etc.)

Review the memory verses from previous weeks, and review the names of the books of the New
Testament and Old Testament.

1John3:1617.% For God s o | ohe gade his bnéy Samatral whoevert baliaves in him
should not perish but have eternaliifeor God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him.

11 John5:1213 **Whoever has the8 has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.
13] write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have
eternal life.

Exodusl5:11™0 Wh o i s LaRrk @amoryg tha god¥@ho islike you, majestic in
holinessawesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders

" Psalm 119:91 °How can a young man keep his way @yefiarding it according to your word.
YWith my whole heart | seek ytat;me not wander from your commandmeéhitsiave stored up your
word in my hearthat | might not sin against you.

11 John 5:14"And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his
will he hears us.

Mathew 28:120."*And Jesus c ame lauthdritydineheaden and ontedrte mas beénAiven

to me.®Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spiritteaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. Afdj bahowith

you always, to the end of the age. 6

" Colossians 3:14. **Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindne
humility, meekness, and patiehitearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another,
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must‘4arghabove all these put on

love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.

"l Galatians 5: 223. >But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulnes:
“gentleness, sabntrol; against such things there is no law.
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Chapter 8

Who is the Holy Spirit, and what Spiritual Gifts does He give?

Memorize Galatians 5: 223

Galatians 5: 223.%But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness®gentleness, sabntrol; against such things there is no law.

The Holy Spirit has given every Christian atdeasjift which He wants you to share with everybody in the
church. Before we talk about the special gift the Holy Spirit has given you, let's first examine some Bible
teachings on the Holy Spirit.

A. Who Is The Holy Spirit?
1) The Holy Spirit isgerson.

In Scripture, the Holy Spirit is a person in the same sense that God the Father is a person and Jesus Chris
person. This does not meamuananperson, but it means that the Holy Spirit is not simply "wind" or "air"

or a "ghost" or a "force'The Holy Spirit is a real individual. Throughout Scripture, the holy Spirit is referred
to as "he" (for example, John 15:26; John-18)13and is shown to have personality characteristics (for
example He can be lied to, He can be grieved, and so on.)

John 15: 28ut when the Helper comes, whom | will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who
proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.

John 16: 1:34 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, fémioe speak on his
own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.
“He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

2) The Holy Spirit is God

a) Read Acts 5:8°But Peter said, OAnanias, why has Satan
keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the*fdfd® it remained unsold, did it not remain your

own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disp@bgl’ it that you have contrived this deed in your
heart? You have notWhbdidPeterbalievartlaerHohbSpitittotbe? Go d . 6

b) His works difm that He is God (more will be said about this in section B of this chapter).

3) The Holy Spirit is sent to us by the Father (John 14:16) and by Jesus (John 16:7)
1 John 14:160And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to gewiitneved

1 John 16:DNevertheless, | tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that | go away, for if | do not go
away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, | will send him & you.

Jesus calls the Holy Spirit "another Counselor to bgowifbrever" (John 14:18)et us look at this
important verse more closely.
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First, let us examine the word "another". There are two words for "another" in Gretekos” and "allos".
"Heteros" means "another of a different quality”. "Allos" meaothéa of equal quality”. The word used
here in the Gospel of John is "allos" which indicates that the Holy Spirit was of equal quality to Jesus.

Now let us look at the word "Counselor”, which in the original Greek is the word "parakletos”. Parakletos
refas to one who has been called on to provide help by comforting, advising, advocating (or speaking in fa
of), empowering, assuring, guiding, etc. Jesus was telling His disciples that God the Father would send the
Holy Spirit to help believers in manyedént ways.

B. What Does The Holy Spirit Do?

All throughout the Bible we can see the various works of the Holy Spirit. Some of these are listed below.
Please read the scriptures.

1. The Holy Spirit participated in the creation of the world.

1 Geness 1:12.1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the €hdlearth was without form and
void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the
waters.

1 Psalm 33.®y the word of theoRD the heavens were made, and by the breath of his mouth all their host.
1 Psalm 104:3%hen you send forth your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the ground

9 Job 33:4The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gifes me i

2. The Holy Spirit moved in men in order that the Word of God would be written. (see lesson 4 for more
detail).

1 2 Peter 1:21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were
carried along by the Holy Spirit.

T Acts 28: 25 And disagreeing among themselves, the
Spirit was right in saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet:

3. The Holy Spirit was involved in the life of Jesus, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit; anointed by th
Spirit; filled with the Spirit; led by the Spirit; and empowered by the Spirit. (see lesson 1 for more detail)

9 Luke 1:35 And the angel answéreddr , 0 The Holy Spirit wild.l come up
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be callgédim®Igon of God.

1 Luke 4:18he Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim gaoith@@oeert
He has sent me taqxlaim liberty to the captivasd recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those
who are oppressed,

1 Luke 4:1 And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the
wildernes

1 Matthew 12:28ut if it is by the Spirit of God that | cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come
upon you.

4. The Holy Spirit is involved with the salvation of people by convicting them of their sins and the truth of
the gospel, regenerat{titat is, making new again) the hearts of those who receive Christ, indwelling them
(living inside all true believers), sealing all believers, which means they have eternal security ( see lesson :
more detail) assuring believers that they are trdly Gwldren.
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1 John 16:81 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment:
9concerning sin, because they do not believe pomegerning righteousness, because | go to the Father, and
you will see me no logigticoncerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.

9 Titus 3:5 He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to His own mercy, by
the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,

1 1 Corinthian$§:190r do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you
have from God? You are not your own

1 Ephesians 1:18 him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in
him, were sealedth the promised Holy Spirit,

Ephesians 4:38nd do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

Romans 8: 1®he Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God
5. The Holy Spt hebs us to pray and alspeaks on our behalf (intercession).

Romans 8: 287 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but
the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep foradsndshewho searches hearts knows what is
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

6. The Holy Spirit helps believers to understand what they read in the Bible.

1 1 Corinthians 2: 14 these things Gdrs revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything,
even the depths of GodFor who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him?
So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Goidt!@Now we have received not the
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God.
BANd we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpretinguspgitual
to those who are spiritueiThe natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly
to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.

1 John 14:26But the Helper, the Holypirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all
things and bring to your remembrance all that | have said to you.

7. The Holy Spirit gives us "the fruit of the Spirit."

1 Galatians 5:223 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, j@peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness>gentleness, sabntrol; against such things there is no law.

8. The Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts to Christians.
1 1 Corinthians 12:@To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit fmotimenon good.
C. Do | Have A Spiritual Gift?
Let's start by defining the term "spiritual gift". A spiritual gift is a special ability given by the Holy Spirit to
enable the Christian to minister and to serve others in the church. The main purptsal giftpis to
build and strengthen the church. Read the verses below and answer the questions:

1. Is every Christian given at least one spiritual gift from the Holy Spirit? Circle YES NO

1 1 Peter 4:18s each has received a gift, use it to seevanather, as good stewards of God's varied grace
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9 1 Corinthians 12 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
2. Can one person have ALL of the gifts? Circle YES NO

1 1 Corinthians 12-10.7To each is given the mantif¢i®n of the Spirit for the common go®eor to one is
given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the
same Spiritto another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing bg Hgiriti°to another the
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another variot
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.

3. Is there any one gift that is given to evelybdCircle YES NO

1 1 Corinthians 12: 28.28 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers,
then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds ¢?&megleapostles? Are
allprophets? Are all teachers? Do all work mir&desall possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues?
Do all interpret?

4. Who decides who gets a particular gift? Circle HOLY SPIRIT US

1 1 Corinthians 12:18All these are empowered me@nd the same Spirit, who apportions to each
one individually as he wdls.

5. When does the Holy Spirit come into the believer? Circle AT THE MOMENT OF CONVERSION
3 WEEKS LATER 6 MONTHS LATER

1 Ephesians 1:13n him you also, when you hetrd word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
believed in him, were sealed with the promised HolyoSpirit,

You can see from the verses you have read that the Holy Spirit enters the believer at the moment of
conversion and distributes a gift of Hisia@hoosing (or sometimes more than one gift) to every Christian.

No one person will possess every gift, and there is no gift that will be given to every person. The Holy Spiri
gives aarietyof gifts to the different people in the church, so thatebple will workkogetherto build up

the church. In order to illustrate this, God gives us an example we can clearly understand. Read 1 Corinth
12:727 and answer the following questions:

1 Corinthians 12:27 To each is given the manifestatiothefSpirit for the common god@dror to one is given through

the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the tarandbipénit,

faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the oné&paitpther the working of miracles, to another

prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tonguesAll these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, wtimappo each one individually

as he wills2For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are or
body, so it is with ChriggFor in one Spirit we were all baptized into oneftbddws or Greeks, & or fre@ and all

were made to drink of one SpifiEor the body does not consist of one member but of #Hrilge foot should say,
oBecause | am not a hand, | do not bel ong %Andifthehe bod
ear should say, oBecause | am not an eye, | do not b
171f the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be
seng of smell®But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, astiEathasee a single
member, where would the body#988 it is, there are many parts, yetonebddh e eye cannot say
have no need of you, 6 nor agai POntheeonttarg, shd pattsof the body f e
that seem to be weaker are indispeng&bid,on those parts of the body that we think lessdiaave bestow the
greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greaterfagdelstgur more presentable parts do not
require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part thatSthelt¢ldate may be noviion
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in the body, but that the members may have the same care for onedhotteemember suffers, all suffer together; if
one member is honored, all rejoice togeftow you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.

What exampldid God use to illustrate the way members of the church should use their spiritual gifts to help
each other?

Are certain spiritual gifts more important than others?

ReacdEphesians 48, 7But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Chiisésefifte it says,
OWhen he adsgénthed|l ed a host of Nowpeadiphesians 4: Fhidoeup gav €
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Ghuigi| we all attain to the unity of the faith and of

the knowledge of the SohGod, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness.of Christ

What is the purpose of the spiritual gifts God gives?

God gives each of us a spiritual gift (or gifts), to be used in cooperation with others to build up the church.
The gifts we have are not for our own enjoymantpkencourage and strengthen the whole church. If we
are using our gift just to encourage or please ourselves, we are not making the proper use of our gift.

D. What Are The Spiritual Gifts That The Holy Spirit Gives?
The Bible mentions more than 20igmt gits, primarily in following passages.

Romans 12:8 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to
our faith;7if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his tetbleioge who exhorts, in his exhortation; the
one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness

1 Corinthians 12:81 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Bpidtthere are vaies of service, but the

same Lorckand there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all ifi Bvergoimés
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common §Bodto one is given through the Spirit therattee of

wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the safte 8paiher faith by the same Spirit, to
another gifts of healing by the one Sgitit,another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the
ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretationidfAtbngues.
these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.

Ephesians 4:11 And he gave thetbgspshe prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers

1 Peter 4:91 Show hospitality to one another without grumbfiaAg.each has received a gift, use it to serve one
another, as good stewards of God's varied gnaberver speaks, aamho speaks oracles of God; whoever serves,
as one who serves by the strength that God séipjsliesder that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus
Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Below you will find a list opisitual gifts mentioned in these passages:
Helps - This gift enable a persm to hep with the need of the churd family (e.g cleaninghechurch

settirg up chaisard tableshelpirg peopé in the churd that hawe physicbneeds such as blindneskaoreness
or hearing problemstc.).
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Teaching - This gift is an ability to male clea the teachingf scripture(e.gteachingac h i | dlasera 0 s
Bible stud/in ahome).

Encouragement- This gift is anabilityto encouragethers in the churd (e.g writing a lette of
encouragemero the eldes or someoe in the churd who is discouraged or facing a difficult decikitin.
may al® involvegivingencouragemettiroughcounseling.

Giving - This gift is an ability twheerfullygive bgond the 10% Godommandstithe)to peopein the

churd who havefinanciaheed(Acts4:3637.*Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas
(which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Csqidua, field that belonged to him and
broughtthe money and laid it at the apostles' feet)

Leadershp - Thisgift enable apersm to hae the characteristiard qualities of agodly leaderso tha
peopein the churd are willing to follow tha persm asaleader

Knowledge and Wisdom - Thesetwo spiritualgifts often go together.This gift enables persorto study
in orde to hawe avely goad knowlede of the Bible ard then be abk to wisey apply the scriptursto
p e o gptoleds(such asounseligsomeorwho issad or lonely

Faith - This gift enables a persorbtdieve and trugiha God will do grea things even when he or ske
canna seethefind resul (Hebrevg 11:12 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seeRFor by it the peoplef old received their commendatjon.

Mercy - This gift is the ability to shav merg to thos in nea (such asbringirg food to someoer who s
sick helpirg theeldery in the church etc.).

Administration - This gift is the ability to organiz projecs of the churd -- to overse them from stat to
finish, while a the sane time treatirg the peopé who are involved with love ard giving themthevisionto keep
pursuinghegoal.

Evangeliam - This gift enable someoe to be especiafleffectivein givingthe gospelto peoplegithe in
large crowds or jud onepersm a atime.

Pastor- Thisgift isthe specibability to shephest those who arein the church.

Hospitality - This gift enableapersm to cheerfulf open ther hometo fellow Christianand othessin need
(1 Peter49 Show hospitality to one another without grumblidgnotherexampleof this gift may be
openiry up you home for a smal group Bibéstudy.

Apostle - The Greekwordfor thisgift mean® s eomteQuravorddo mi s s iisaerieedrgndthis word

An apostt had to hawe se@ the risen Chrig (Acts 1:22s a ybsginningfrom the baptism of John until the

day when he was taken up froifn ose of these men must become with us a witness to his resdjrection
ThisincludedPaul(1Cor. 9:1, And | not free? Am | not an apostle? Have | not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not
you my workmanship in the Lo®yiBin@ no one has se@ the risen Chrig today no one can clam to bean

apostle.

Tongues- In Acts 2:412 (Andthey were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit
gave them utterangidow there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation undeXriteaven.

this sound the multitude came together, andwere bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own
languageAnd t hey were amazed and astoni shed, 8Asddgwiisitg, 0 AT
that we hear, each of us in his own native langkagtfansind Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia,
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Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and'%&mygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Romeélboth Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arfalvienisear thenelling in our own tongues the

mi ghty wor2Aksdod&l Godene amazed and perpl exejweseeayi ng
supernatural ability to speak in a foreign language. Maniytinees e i s O pr es s ur edd péoplmwane ot h
oforcedd to speak in tongues in order to provecethat
the Bibleclearly teaches that NOT everyone has this gift (1 Cor32038ll possess gifts of healing?aldepeak with
tongues? Do all interprgt™ addition, those that do speak in tongues are FORBIDDEN to do so unless they strictly
foll ow Paul 6s -28¢if ahwspaakin altondlhi® let.therd bk pridy Two or at most three, and each in tu
and let someone interp@But if there is no one to interpret, let each of them keep silent in church and speak to himself
and to God.According to this passage, the elders of the church should forbid tongues unless it is done one at a time ar
with an interpreter. Also, as the purpose of spiritual gifts is to build up others, the use of tongues in a petisomal prayer
does not have biblical support (1 Cor. THedone who speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but the one who prophesies
builds w the church. Many Christians throughout the world believe that this gift ceased when the New Testament was
completed.

Prophecy- A prophet is one who speaks the Word of God and leads the people to repentance. An éxarngple. of
Nathan the prophet who convicted David of his sin of adultery (2 SamN.d27han sai d t o Davi d,

ThussaystieorRD, t he God of | srael, Ol anointed you )Theng oV
OdTest ament Hebrew word for oprophet d meEestanientGraeknounci
word for prophet means oOo0one who speaks for God.-6 In

22 And i f you Hawmaywe know therworl thad tterRDh aés n o ti 2avhen & @apteispeaks
in the name of thieoRbD, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word ltlestthes not spoken;

the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need afsailal of him). If a prophecy did not come true, then that
prophet would be put to death. Throughout the world many Christians believe that this giftlstopbedBible was
completed. Those that believe it continues today must be sure to asspbPTR1 Do not despise prophecigdyut

test everything; hold fast what is gamodl 1 John 4:B¢loved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see
whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into théoemtlde Satan disguises himself
through many false revelations ( 2 TR3%2 The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power
and false signs and wond®&and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, becarefagbdyo love the
truth and so be savédiTherefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe whHainofdisethat
all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

Working of miracles - The purpose of miracles is to glorify God. Jesus performed rh#ealese of deep compassion

on those who were suffering with illnesses such as blindnessgleptdsynever performed miracles for the selfish

purpose of putting on a displdgsus usediracles to inspire faith (Matt. 8Z3And when he got into the boat, his

disciples followed hirttAnd behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the
waves; but he was asléepind they wentandwek hi m, sayi ng, 0Savndhssadtbthemd; w
OWhy are you af r aThahhe rdBe ancdrebukedithe Winds dndl the séaaand there was a great calm.
2ZAnd the men marvel ed, shayti negv,e n0 Wh antd ss)duhtte atsdecfumedrto eiys +
do a miracle when the peoplewahted s ee s omet hi ng -18TheRhariseesicame and ldegagtda r k
argue with him, seeking from him a sign from heaven to testmichhe sighedeeply in his spiritand sd8idwhy doe s
this generation seek a sign? Tr ul yBAndlhe lsftahgm, gobintoytteu , n o
boat again, and went to the other $ide.

Healing - Biblical healings were immediate and complete (A8t$ Sdw Peter and John were going up to the temple

at the hour of prayer, the ninth hé#nd a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the
temple that is call¢gkde Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the t&é8gaang Peter and John about to go into

the temple, he asked to receive dlna.d Pet er directed his gaze sAantthehi m, a
fixed his attention on them, exfing to receive something fromtheut Pet er sai d, o0l have
what | do have | give to you. I n t hAad ha taakbkim loythe rigkts us C
hand and raised him up, and immediatelystiarfd ankles were made strdAgd leaping up he stood and began to

walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praidingy @adhealing that occurs today must be
complete and continuous. Today, we see many incomplete &iedliatye claims by people who are not true healers but
rat her are oO0fakes. 6 Throughout the world many Chri st
Everyone agrees however, that any sick person in the church should haweaheieldem with oil and pray for him

(James 5:116,14Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him,
anointing him with oil in the name of the L&t4nd the prayer of faith will save the one whicksand the Lord will
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raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be fotg§iMerefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for
one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power a3 it is working.

Discernmert - Thisgift enables persono developmudh spiritud wisdanm asthey study the Bibleso tha
one is abk to discen if the spiritua gifts manifestd in the chuich arefrom God or from Satan.

E. How Do | Discover My Spiritual Gifts?

1. Educate: Thefirst step to identifyirg you spirituagift isto beinformed ard educate aboutthe various
spiritualgiftsfrom the Bible.ReadagairRomand 2:68, 1 Corinthiand 2:411,Ephesiand:111 Peter4:911.
Studyeachof thegiftslistedaboveandaskGod to helpyouto discover your spiritual gift or gifts.

a) Romans 12:8 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion
to our faith7if service, in our serving; the one weaches, in his teachitipe one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the
one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

b) 1 Corinthians 124L.4Now there are varieties of giftat the same Spititand there are varieties of service, but the
same Lorcband there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all it Teveacne
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common gBodto one is given through the Spirit the utterance of
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the sabte &matiher faith by the same Spirit, to
another gifts of healing by the one Spitd,another the working of mirackesanother prophecy, to another the ability
to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretationladftoihgsesare
empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually. as he

c) Ephesians 4:11.6 And he gave the apostles, the

d) 1 Peter 4:21.9 Show hospitality to one another without grumBliAg.each has received a gift, use it to serve one
another, agood stewards of God's varied graedénoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as
one who serves hy the strength that God supptiesrder that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.
To him belong glory and dovion forever and ever. Amen.

2. Examine: The secon ste isto examiryou heat ard abilities Wha isit tha you enjoydoing - openiry
you hometo other® Servilgthosewho are need® Teachig Bible classesRounseligthose who are
discourageétiReal throudh thelist of giftsard considewhich onesyou think you might be abketo dowel in a
way that woul strengthe the church.

3. Experiment: Thethird st isto experimenwith wha you think your gift is. Try avariey of spirituagifts
ard seeif ary one gift especiafifitsyou (i.e you enjoy it ard do it well) Askyourselfp A mableto build
up/strengtherthechurchbyusingthisg i f t ? 6

4. Evaluate Thefourth stg isto have someorin the churd evaluagyou gift ard calling For exampleif
yau think you hae the gift of evangelis but no oneisgettirg savedthen youprobaby do not hawe the gift!
If you think you hawe the gift of leaderslipibut no oneisfollowing you then you do not hawe the gift of
leadershipBe sensitie ard open to the commend mack by the leades of you churd asthey evaluagyou
gift.

It is important that you identify your spiritual gift or gifts and begin to use it in your local church to help with
the work of ministry. Imagine the leader of your church trying to lift a taxi by himself. It would be impossible
But if 20 people helgénim, his load would be light. Likewise, when we use our spiritual gifts, we help the
leadership of the church to accomplish the work of the ministry, and we are obedient to God.
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F. The Fruit of The Holy Spirit

Before we erd this chapterwe shoudl al® briefly study the fruit of the Holy Spirit The fruit of the Holy
Spirt is somethig tha is developd in our lives as we stud/ G o d\WWord ard appy it to our attitudes and
behavior.Thefollowingstorywill helpusundersard alittle more abou thisfruit of the Holy Spirit.

A man had two children, a boy and a girl who attended the same school and were in the same class. Neith
the children liked to learn how to spell new words. Every week the children had to take a test to show the
teacher thahey mastered the spelling of new words. One week the boy would score highest in the class on
the test and the next week he would fail the test with the lowest score. On the weeks that the boy did very w
his sister failed had the lowest score is loleaon the weeks the boy failed the test the sister had the highest
score in the class. One day as the father was working on his farm the teacher walked by and stopped to ch:
with the father. He mentioned to the father how strange it was that eamhenselkl had the highest score

in class and the other had the lowest score and the teacher couldn't figure out why this was. The father tolc
teacher that he knew the reason for this mystery. Each week the father only had time to study avith one chil
Every day he would ask a child how to spell the assigned words. One week he would work with the boy ant
the next weekeéhwould work with the girl. mway it was as if the father was helping to "feed the brain" of

one child each week while neglgdtin‘feed the brain" of the other. elthild the father "fed questions to"

each week scoréd) while the neglected child scored low.

This stowy is like ourown lives We hawe asinfu side of us tha wansto do things tha are wrongWe al®
hawe asice tha wans to be obediehto God ard do things tha pleas Him. The sice of our life that will be
victoriowsisthesicdetha weo f étbednost.

Read Galatians 5:-2Z.17For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desirBpidf re against the
flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you viglBtitaf gou are led by the
Spirit, you are not under the I&&ow the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impusitalggn

20idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions?'dimigipds,inkenness, orgies, and
things like these. | warn you, as | warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit thie kingdom o
God. From this passagehat are the characteristics of a "sirdtine"?

The characteristics listed in the verse above are the ones that we SHOULD NOT FEED théesinful

nature by giving into sinful desires. (Colossiafssays Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which i$ @olatyount of these the wrath

of God is caning.”In these you too once walked, when you were living in*Behmow you must put

them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from yoliDonootthie to one another,

seeing that you have put off the old self with itsipgacEvery time we allow temptation to win , we are
feeding our sinful nature. and allowing our sinful nature in us to have control.

Now read Galatians 5:-23.% But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulnes,*gentleness, sabntrol; against such things there is noAawording to the passadgt the
fruit of the Spirit.

These verses are the items M®3LD FEED. By spending time studying God's Word and in prayer,
thereby "feeding" our spiritual side and developing afthe Fruit of the Spirit. Someone has said that this
fruit which is produced when we are filled with the Holy Spirit is a perfect picture -tik€ess.
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Discussion Questions

Looking at the list of spiritual gifts, which spiritual gift or gifg@aeohink you have?

How are you using this gift (or gifts) to strengthen your church?

If you are NOT using your gift (gifts) adequately, what steps can yol&gke appropriately exercising
your spiritual gifts?

75



Assignmentfor chapter9
What do | Need to Know about Spiritual Warfare?

NOTE: Completeard checkeat of thefollowingassignments before yauto chapte 10:
Study ard compleé the materiafor chapte 9.
Discusyou answesto the questiosin chapte 9 with the persam who isdisciplirg you.
Memorizd_uke10:1%nd1 John4:4,andtell theseverseso the persorwhoisdisciplingyou.
ReviewhowyourBiblestudyplanfrom lessort isgoing.

Revievthe memoy verssfrom previos weeksard reviev the name of al the books of the New
Testametard Old Testament.

1John3:1617° For God so |l oved the world, that he gav
not perish but have eternal [ifé&or God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him.

11 ohn5:1213 **Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does nofhave life
write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have eter
life.

"Exodusl5:11"0 Wh o i s LoRrk @anongtha god¥@ho is like you, majestichiolinessawesome
in glorious deeds, doing wonders

1Psalm 119:21 °How can a young man keep his way @yeiarding it according to your word.
\with my whole heart | seek ytat;me not wander from your commandmeéhitslave stored up your word
in my heartthat | might not sin against you.

11 John 5:14"And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his
will he hears us.

TMathew28:18200.**And Jesus came and said to them, O0AI Il
to me.”*Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirtteaching them tobserve all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with
you al ways, to the end of the age. o

[ Colossians 3:424 *Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindne
humility, meekness, and patiehb®aring wit one another and, if one has a complaint against another,
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also mustfargiabove all these put on love,
which binds everything together in perfect harmony.

"l Galatians 5: 223 #But thefruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
Zgentleness, sabntrol; against such things there is no law.

I TLuke 10:19°Behold, | have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and opewait the
of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you.

I 11 John4:4.“Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater the
he who is in the world.
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Chapter9
What do | Need to Know about Spiritual Warfare?

Memorize Luke 10:9and 1Jom 4:4

Luke 10:19°Behold, | have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power ¢
the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you.

1 John4:4.*Little children, you are from God and have overdbeme, for he who is in you is greater than he
who is in the world.

Introduction
Spiritud warfae is not alwag eay to see but it is very real There is an ongoirg batte betwea God and
Sata tha affecsthelives of both believes ard non-believers.

Before S a ts eebebion he was a very beautiful powerfulangelwho hada positionof honor beforeGod
(readEzek.28:1217).But afterhisfall, he becaméhe eneny of both God ard G o dp@ople Rea abouthis
rebellionagainsGodin Isaiahl4:1215,andunderlingn tha passagal 5timestha Satasagolwi | | . 0

Ezekiel 28:32920 Son of ma n , raise a |l amentation over the ki
were the signet of perfection, full of wisdom and perfieetirty:3You were in Eden, the garden of Gagery precious

stone was your covering, sardius, topaz, and didrapidonyx, and jasper, sapphire, emerald, and cadmehcle;

crafted in gold were your settingd your engravings. On the day that e ereatethey were preparédYou were

an anointed guardian cherub. | placed you; you were on the holy mountaimah&audst of the stones of fire you
walkedsYou were blameless in your ways from the day you were created, till unrightesmitmesd in yotfln the
abundance of your trageu were filled with violence in your midst, and you sinned; so | cast you as a profane thing from
the mountain of God, and | destroyed you, O guardian cherub, from the midst of the stor€samfrfineart was

proud because of your beayby corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor. | cast you to thel ground;
exposed you before kinggsfeast their eyes on y&8By the multitude of your iniquities, in the unrighteousness of your
trade you profaned your sanctuaries; so | brought fire out from your midst; it consumed you, and | turned you to ashes
the earthn the sight of all who saw yé&All who know you among the peomes appalled at you; you have come to a
dreadfulenard s hal | be no more forever. o

Isaiah 14:2251220 How you are fallen from heaven, O Dayydtar,
who laid the nationslo¥Y ou sai d in your heart, o661 wwillsetmathraneand t o
high; I will sit on the mount of assemiblthe far reaches of the nofth;will ascend above the heights of the clouds; |

wi || ma k e my s e |15But you decbrotight dowivito Sheol, td theyfér reéches of the pit.

Sata Srebellion was due to the sn of pride (sed Timothy 3:6 and Ezekiel 28119).He wanted to glorify
himselfinsteadof glorifyingGod, and becausef this he was punishd by beirg thrown out of heaven.
Scripturendicateshatin hisfall hetook 1/3 of theangelsvith him (readRev.12:4).

1 Timothy 3:6°He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into th
condemnation of the devil.

Rev. 12:4*His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast tiieene@rth. And the dragon
stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it.

1. S a tsmamédescriewha heislike. Soneof hisnameare:
a. Sata (thisHebrevword mearso a d v éor G e m g khattitav 4:10)
b. Destroye(Res9:11)
c. TempterMatt4:3,1 Thess3:5)

77



d. Accuseof the brethren (Rev12:10)

e. Deceive(Rev12:920:3)

f. Fatherof lies(John8:44)

g. Disguise@dsanangebf light(2Cor.11:14)
h. Princeof thisworld (John12:31)

i. Devi (which mears"slanderet,Matthev 4:1)

Matthew 4:10°T hen Jesus said to him, o0Be gone, Sat andhimFor
only shall you serve. 66

Rev 9:1111They have as king over them the angel of the bottomless pit. His name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Gree
is called Apollyon.

Matt4:33And t he tempter came and said to him, olf you al
bread. 6

1 Thess 3:8For this reason, when | could bear it no longer, | sent to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow the
tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in vain.

Rev12:10°And | heard a | oud voi ce amndihe powex ane the kingdamnyof oorgspd 0 N
and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them «
and night before our God.

Rev 12:2And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient sevperis called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of
the whole worlid he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.

Rev 20:3and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not decéives tieyrianger,
until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while.

John 8:444You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and does not stamthie truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own
character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

2 Cor. 11:1#And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.
John 12:33Now is the judgmeémf this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out.
Matthew 4:2 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.

2. Wha does Sata do?

Tempts(2Cor.11:3)

Stealillsanddestroy$John10:10)

Triesto distrat peopk from the Gospé (Matt 13:19)

Accuseselieverg§Rev.12:10)

Hindersmissionarie¢l Thess2:18)

Causspersecutio againsbelieves (Rev 2:10)

Blindsthe mindsof unbeliever§ Cor.4:4)andsnatchethe Wordfrom theirheartgLuke8:12).
Prowlslikealion, seekingo devouryou(1 Peter5:8)

Se@meo0op

2 Cor. 11:3But | am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sir
and pure devotion to Christ.

John 10:1®Thethief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly.

Matt. 13:19°When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatche
away what has been sown in hig.hBais is what was sown along the path.

Rev12:10°And | heard a | oud voice in heaven, saying, ON
and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thraiun dowvuses them day
and night before our God.

1 Thess. 2:18because we wanted to come tdgiypuPaul, again and agaibut Satan hindered us.
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Rev. 2:1@0Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of ysarnntbgiryou
may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and | will give you the crown of life.

2 Cor 4:4In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them fromgiateing the |
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

Luke 8:122The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from tt
hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved.

1 Peter 5:8Be @berminded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone
devour

How Does Satan Influence Christians?

While Christiais canna be deman possessk(dema posgssia is discussglate in this lesson)they canbe
influence and temptel by SatanOne of S a ts eman@oas is to try to gd Christias to be disobediento
Godin variousvays.

One of the biggesways that Sata worksin the livesof Christiangs by preventinghemfrom studyingheir
Bible ard praying If Sata can prevem a Christian from spendig time with God in Bible study ard prayer, &
can preven them from havirg powe in ther lives so this is an area of red spiritual warfare. Satan
works in ways tha are usualy not obviows to us He may try to prevem you from prayirg by keepirg you
busy with other o0i mportantdé things, or by convi
How does Satan try to kegmufrom praying and studying the Bible?

Sata al® is constan trying to temg Christiass to sinin their actions. He temptsusto sinin various
wayssuchasstealinglying,sexualmmorality gossipingetc.

Wha isan areaof temptatio that isdifficult for you?

In addition to tempting us to sin by our actions, Satan also tempts us to sattitudelr He tries to focus
our minds on things that will make us bitter or critical or depressed or angry or unforgiving. Keetpies to
us from being thankful and rejoicing. How does Satanyeutptsin in your attitude?

Real 1 Corinthiais 10:13**No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and
he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of
escape, that you may be able to endure it.

Whd istrue abou evey temptatio we face?
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Who will hep you when you aretempte®

Does God alwagremo\ethetemptatior?

List the two things God doesto hep you when you aretempted

It isagreda comfor to Christias to know that God will hep them to resis temptatio ard will provide a
0 w afie s ¢ aTheBiblétellsusaboutfour differert 0 w s0f escap@when dealig with temptation:

1. Know thetruths of scripture
The bes way to deferd agains S a ts demjitatios ard lies is by knowirg ard memorizing
scripture This is the way Chrig deal with Sata when Sata temptel Him in the wilderness
(Matthev 4:1:11) Every time Sata temptedHim, Jesusespondedy sayingp ligwritten. .. 6
0 listwritten. .. desusisedscripturdo defeathedevil.

Matthew 4:4111Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.

2And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hifuggiythe tempter came and said to him,

0l f you are the Son olie Gome IcoawBaus ddhfte h mheavk.r @
written, o06Man s hlautblyeveroword that comes o the mauthadf al on e,
Go d 5Tided the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of thé émmsiaid to

himol f you are the Son of God, throw yourself
concerning you,6 and 060On their hands they wi
Jesus said to him, nooAtgap unt itth e sL owrdBAgdioetme, GoYdo u
devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.
°And he said to him, O0AlIl these | Ofhehldassgpidve Vyo
to him, oBe gone, Satan! For it is written, 0
s e r Wehendh& devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him.

In order to effectively handle spiritual warfare nyaat know your Bible. In the spiritual armor of

a Christian, the Bible is referred to as
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, w h
know t hi seryavsllwsonotdpbepared for spiritual warfare. Knowing scripture is very
i mportant because Satands | ies cannot stand

to make a new convert doubt that he is saved, the best thing for that pdsa tto have a
scripture memorized that clearly says that anyone who has received Jesus Chrestenlgistiage

i fe. Declaring a verse |like John 5:24 (01
believes him who sent me has eternaH&edoes not come into judgment, but has passed from
death to |ife. o6) i n Sat andogbtanddseuragenientand €. e a

2. Maintain aregular devotiond life
When a Christian has a deep and regular devotional lifendnshitess likely to give in to the
temptations of Satan. The more you love God and the more you are aware of His presence
submitted to Him-t he easi er it wil/l be to resist tel
God. Resistthe devilandwe | | fl ee from you. déd When yheu st
devil and cause him to flee.

3. Pray for strength to resist temptation
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At the moment when you are being tempted, it is important to pray and ask God tovgitayou
over the temptain. In Luke 22:40 Jesus said to His disciples, "Pray that you will not fall into
temptation." When we pray, God will give us strength to resist. In 2 Thessaloniame&®t3 we
oBut the Lord is faithful. He womél oestablis

4. Flee temptation
Sometimes the best way to resist temptatiorfleetoto get away from the source of temptation.
This is especially true with the temptation of lust. Joseph is a good example of this in Genesis
When Pot i ph aseduse hiwjdiddoseaph sit dodn bessde her and pray for God to help
him resist temptation? No! He ran away! 1 Corinthians 6:18 telle@fdm the temptation of
sexual sin. Fleeing sexual temptation means being careful not to get into a situsaigbi tause
you to lust. And if you unexpectedly find yourself in a situationywhesiee tempted to sieave
as quickly as you can. This also true of any situation in which theteuggyle with addictive
behavioii flee the temptation!

Genesis@712.7And after a time his master's wife cas
8But he refused and said to his master's wife,
anything in the house, and he has put everything that ihenhashargeHe is not greater in this

house than | am, nor has he kept back anything from me except you, because you are his wife. How
then can | do this gr e a¥Anduasishelsmltkodaseph dayafter day, ne a g
would notlisten to her, to lie beside her or to be withlBert one day, when he went into the house to

do his work and none of the men of the house was there in thedstieseaught him by his garment,
saying, OLie with me.ahdaBdfledatdgotdueofthe hduses gar ment

1 Cor i nt Fleedronssex@al ilhrBoralityd Every other sin a person commits is outside the body,
but the sexually i mmoral person sins against h

Wha are sorre ways you can fight againsSata when he tempsyou in the following areas:

a. Not reading/ourBibleor praying

b. Your behavior/actiongPick a specificsinful behavio ard write a specift way to fight it.
Example:lf the sin is gossip,then avoid people who gossip chang the subject memorize
scripturesuchasPsalnl 4 1 Se& a guard, O Lord, over my moktep watch over the door of
my lipsh

c. Your attituce (Think of aparticulatemptatio you strugge with, and write aspecift way to fightit.
Examplelf the sin isalwag beirg critical then pray for God to hep you see the positives,
memoriz scriptue sud as Ephesian4:29 oLet no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but
only such as is good for building up, ea)s fi

What |s Demon Possession?
Theterm 0 d enmpossessiarnsusel to descrile wha happeswhen Sata or one of hisdemorsentesa
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persm ard takes contrd of him or her.
What Does Demonic Possessio Look Like?

A. Violent Examples
Demam possessiocan be obviows ard violent Descrilewha the peope sav in the® passages:

Mark 5:3220Theycame to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasedeghen Jesus

had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit.

3He lived among the tombs. And no one could bind him anymoreenatith a chairfor he had

often been bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the

shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdéNigimand day among the tombs and on

the mountains he was always grgirt and cutting himself with storiégsd when he saw Jesus from

afar, he ran and fell down beforefitnn d cryi ng out with a | oud voice,
do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most 8ForlelWwasGod? | a
saying to him, 0Come owvAnadfJledhes maskedgohui mncd Wha
name?6 He replied, 0My HAmdhebeggedhimeegrmestipnottdsend we ar
them out of the countritNow a great herd gigs was feeding there on the hill$tdad they

begged him, saying, 0Se B8 hagavethem permissiomAndthe | et us
unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs; and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed
downthe steep bank into the sea and drowned in tHédeaherdsmen fled and told it in the city

and in the country. And people came to see what it was that had h&@pmhdtey came to Jesus

and saw the demgossessed man, the one who had hadjiba,lsitting there, clothed and in his

right mind, and they were afraéénd those who had seen it described to them what had happened to

the demorpossessed man and to the pigsd they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region.

18As he wagetting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons begged him that he

might be with him®And he did not permit him but said to hi
them how much the Lord has done2Andhhewgnbawgy and how
and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, andnaveejede

Mark1:26°And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came
out of him.

Mark 9:1726177Andsoreone from the crowd answered hi m, 0Teac
he has a spirit that makes him mé#ad whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams

and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So | asked your disciplesto east loutt hey wer e not
©YAnd he answered them, 00 faithless generation,
bear with you2An8they braughhthe fnoy to dim.mAed.when the spirit saw him,

immediately it convulsed the boyl he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth.

22And Jesus asked his father, oOoOHow |l ong has this
childhood22And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do
anything, have compAsdi deaswos sa3i antdo hleill m, udd bf vy
possible for bmmewhat bkeyiehestf ather of the child
my u n 5\ndiwleeh Jegus saw that@wet came running together, he rebuked the unclean

spirit, saying to it, oOYou mute and deaf spirit,
a g a #And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse,
v that mo st of them said, OHe i s dead. 6
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Acts8:7 For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who had them,
and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed.

B. Non-Violent Examples
Demam possessiocan al® look very sophisticaandnontviolent. In Luke22:3andJohn13:27Ave
aretold tha 0 S a ¢éntere Judas Juda was in a position of leadersipi ard was trustel as the
treasurefor the disciplesThere was no outwad sigh that Sata had enterel JudasSata did not do
thisin adramaticobviots way.

Another example is found in Acts 16t86°As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by
a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain btellortui&he

foll owed Paul and us, crying out, 0These mert
you t he wa y®Amdfthis ste Ikeptadbingdfor many days. Paul, having become greatly
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, ol ¢
her. 6 And it came out t h at possessed, it Wwag nat outwakdlyt h c
obvious--infact,shé ol | owed the disciples saying, 0The
who are telingyaouhe way to be saved. o6 |t is importan
and harmless,orevers an oangel of | ighto (something be

What Can We Do When Confronted With Demonic Powers?

In Ephesians 6:12 we reddor we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, againgte cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in th
heavenly placésOur weapons against Satan are spiritual weapons. As was mentioned earlier, one of tt
most important weapons against Satan is the Word of(@®¢ h e s i aandstakes thel hélmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word o Qibds VERY IMPORTANT for you to
memorize scripture and use scripture against the devil, just as Jesus did in MHIthEwodihgand
memoriziig scripture is the single most important thing you can do to defend yourself agdiaskshe

and temptations of Satan. How are you doing in the area of memorizing scripture? Are lyakitiofthe
memorizing new scriptures on a regular basis, aedingviscriptures you have memorized irpas¢?

Matthew 4:110 * Then Jesus was lgpl by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the Agiiil.

after fasting forty days and forty nights, hewas htlaglyd t he t empter came and sa
the Son of God, command t heBueheaswresdt o0Obéecomewl
06 Man shall nokbutl ilvye dwe rby evaar dal tomeet,5Thewmthees fr om t
devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle ofthetempléd sai d to him, oIf
Son of God, throwysus el f down, for it is written, O006He will
their hands they wil!/ bear yoWewsp,s Iseastd you hgtmr, i k
written, O6You shalll n d t.8Agaim,tthe detil¢ooklhimtodh veyydighr God t o
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and thekAgglord. he sai d to hi m,
will give you, if yo#wThwen|lJdaud gaiwh taastidhiwmyr shB @
written, 06You shalll wor ship the Lord your God ar

In addition to knowirg scripturghere are sorre other importart things to remembewhen you are dealing
with demont powers:

1) Know the authority you have been given
Rea Luke10:1720 "Theseventy wo r et urned with oy, saying, OLor
nam&Amd he said to them, 01l s asBeh8& thave giieraybu authoritkt@ | i
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tread on serpents and sgons, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall htdgweartheless, do
not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject

Wha authoriy has beean given to those who are Christans?

Read Acts 8:8 and Acts 16:18. The ability to expel demons is not related to any spiritual gift, but has
to do with the believerds position in Christ
1:1921; 246 ) . At the c¢cross, Jesus odisarmed the p
means that those who believe in Christ can have the victory over Satan and his demons.

Acts 8:68.6And the crowds with one accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip when
they heard him and saw the signs that heéFaid unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came

out of many who had them, and many who were paralyzed or lamealgelfsSh there was much

joy in that city.

Acts 16:18:8And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and

said to the spirit, ol command you in the name
that venhour.

Ephesians 1:481.1%and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe,
according to the working of his great migfiiat he worked in Christ when he raised him from the

dead and seated him at his right hand in the healerés?ifar above all rule and authority and

power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to
come.

Ephesians 2:@.4But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,
5even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together fivily Ghatst you have
been savéd 6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

Colossians 2:18He disarmed the rulers and autheriied put them to open shame, by triumphing
over them in him.

An illustration of the authoriyy we have ove Sata can be se@ in the exampt of apolicema who tellsa

truck drive to stop Thetrudk hasagrea dea of power but the policema has authoriy to tell it to stop,

%0 thetrudk driva mug obey LikewiseSata isapowerfu adversanput we hawe authoriy ove himin

J e snansg(@ukel 0 : Behgld, Idave given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and ove
all the poweof the enemy, and nothing shall hurtdou.

2) Do not fear
Read Tim. 1:7 6for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love atd st

WhatspirithasGod not givenus,andwhatspirithasHe givenus?

are from God an

ReallJom44o0Little children, you
t he oweroflGddaddth&/h at d

greater than he who is 1in
power of Satan?
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3)

4)

5)

BecausGod doesnot give usaspirt of fea ard becausof the promiethat God who isin usisgreate
than Satanwe shoutl hawe no fea of Sata or demons.

Put on the armor of God
The Bibletells ustha we hawe protection from the scheme®f Satannamelyt h armorof G o d Read
Ephesiané:1018andanswethefollowingquestions:

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his iRt on the whole armor of God, that

you may be able to stand against the schemes of theFadewile do not wrestle against flesh and blood,

but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly pladésrefore take up the whole armor otiGibat you

may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to st&®tdinohtherefore, having

fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of rightedandess, shoes for your

feet, having put on the reaghs given by the gospel of pelébeall circumstances take up the shield of

faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the eVihoddake the helmet of

salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word ofépayng at all times in the Spirit, with all

prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,

Whoisour struggleagainst2Vhoisit not againstvs.12)

Wha doesthearma of God give usthe strengt to do?(vs 11, 13

Belovisalist of the different parsof thearma of God, alorg with whé they can proted usfrom:
Bel of Truth » counteractthe liesof Satan
Breastplatof Righteousnes———» counteracSatarsimpurity.
Shoa of the Gospé of Peae ——  »counteradSatars deceptia of the nations
Shiefl of Faih——» counteracSatars fiery arrows of doubt
Helmé of Salvatio———» counteracSatarsfalsreligions
Swod of the Word ——— counteracSatarsfaleteachings

Key Question: All of the arma is DEFENSIVE excep for which on€? The Bible is the swod in our

hard tha we use to conque eneny territory. The fully equippé Christia need both defensie AND
offensivearmor.Remember to use the armor of God when you encounter spiritual warfare by speaking
the truth,claiming the righteousness of God, proclaiming the gospel of peace, holding firm toigour faith
God, standing on the knowledge of your salvation, and fighting back with the powerful sword of the
Word of God.

Two areusually betterthan one

When confrontirg Satan/demonst is bette not to go alore but to go with anothe Christian In Luke
10, Jesa sernt His discipls out two by two s0 that they coull offer support encouragemenand
accountabiltto eat other As Ecclesiasg4:910 sayso T avare better than one becaus they hawe a
goodreturnfor theirwork:If onefallsdown,hisfriendcanhelphimu p . 06

Be humble

Remembetha one of the key elemerd of spiritud warfae is humility Humility is somethig that
Sata does not have Lak of humility (pride wes the caug of his fall. Our humility is the exact
opposie of S a ts aried We neeal to alwayg keg in mind tha the powe ard authoriy we hawe over
Sata comes not by anythirg we do or by any goodress or greatneson our part but only becausof the
powerof God. In all thingswe mustseekto glorfy God ard be humbk in ourselvesin wha ways
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hawe you bea guilty of the sin of pride?

Can A Christian Be Demon-Possessed?

TheBibleteachetha if apersm isaChristianheisfreefrom demonigossessiobecausé Cor.6:1920sag
tha aChristia isthe tempk of the Holy Spirit It isimpossilé for Sata or hisdemorsto livein thetempk of
the Holy Spirit In addition there are mary scripturg which teat ustha God protecs His childra from the
evione Look up theverssard writewha they tel usabou G o dpdotection.

1 Cor. 6:120.°0r do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have
from God? You are not your ovffor you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.

Col.1:13 :He bas delivered @iom the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his
beloved Son,

Acts2 6 : fo®pen their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the poamrtmf Sat
God, that they may receive forgiveness ofdsins

Johnl 7 : Ld® not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from thecevil one.

1John4 : Aittle children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who isigrgater than he
who is in the world.

1John5 : 1VBe:knavthat everyone who has been born of God doekeep on sinning, but he who was
born of God protects him, and the evil one does not touch him.

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT: Haveyoueverexperencedheo T L &f 8atanFirst,heTempsyou,
then he Liesto you,saying lydudothissinyouwill besohappyands a t i sTHien,aftery @u 6 v e
committel the sin he Condemsyou (se&eRev 12:10 ard sag 0 WH kand of rotten Christian would do what
yau jug did®d Discusyou experiencgn thegareasHow doesRomarg8:1counteractSat an d s
condemnation?

Rev.12:10°And | heard a | oud voice in heaven, say
the kingdom of our God and the authority sf@hrist have come, for the accuser of our
brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God.

R o ma n sTheBe isltherefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ@esus

THIS WEEK: Work on putting into practie the action stefs you wrote on page 80to dea with temptations
you face Next weektel the persm who is disciplig you how you did in those areas D o hgé discouraged
if it takesawhileto conque thosearea of sim jud keeppressingn andyouwill knowG o dbiessing!
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Assignmentfor Chapter10

Whatdo | Need to Know about Stewardship?

NOTE: Completeard checkeat of thefollowingassignments before yauto chapte 11:
Study ard compleé the materiafor chapte 10.
Discusyou answesto the questiosin chapte 10 with the persam who isdisciplirg you.
MemorizeMalachB3:10,andtellit to the persorwhois disciplingyou.
Reviev you actiors stefsregardig temptation (pag 28) How areyou doing in theg areas?

Revievthe memoy verssfrom previos weeksard reviev the name of the books of the New
Testamerard Old Testament.

1John3:1617° For God so |l oved the world, that he gav
should noperish but have eternal lifézor God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him.

11 John5:1213 **Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God doesfaot have
13] write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have
eternal life.

"Exodusl5:11"0 Wh o i s Lork @anongtha god¥@ho is like you, majestichiolinessawesome
in glorious deeds, doing wonders

Psalm 119:91 °How can a young man keep his way @Byeiarding it according to your word.
YWith my whole heart | seek ytat;me not wander from your commandmeétitslave stored up your
word in my hearthat I might not sin against you.

11 John 5:14"And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his
will he hears us.

TMathew 28:320"*And Jesus came and said to thhasbeengiveal |

to me.®Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spiritteaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with
you always,tottend of t he age. o

" Colossians 3:A24 **Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindne
humility, meekness, and patielb®aring with one another and, if one has a complaint against another,
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must‘fargiabove all these put on

love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.

"l Galatians 5: 223 *But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness
#gentleness, sabntrol; against such things there is no law.

" Luke 10:19?Behold, | have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpiousy afidh® power

of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you.

11 John4:4.“Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater
than he who is in the world.

"1 Malachi 3:13°Bring the full tithe into the storehoubat there may be food in my house. And thereby
put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if | will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down
for you a blessing until there is no more need.
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Chapter10
What do | Need to Know about Stewardship?

Memorize Malachi 3:10

Malachi 3:10°Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And
thereby put me to the test, sayd.theD of hosts, if | will not open the windows of heaven for you
and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.

Note to the discipler: Becaus this particula lessa is short try to go on an evangelistivist with the
persm you are disciplig this week Hawe them shae ther testimory ard preseh the Romars Roal (or
anothe gospépresentatiorto an unbeliever.

What | s Stewardship?
A stewad is someor who takes cae of somethig for someoe else Stewardshiis taking cae of what
God hasgiven usard usirgit in away tha isobediehto Him.

ReadDeut. 8:18"You shall remember therp your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth,
that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day.

Readl Chronicles 29:14'0 But who am |, and what is my people
willingly? For all things come from you, and of your own have we given you.

Whatthingsdo we own tha hawe bee given to us by God?Wha things do we own that do NOT come
from God?

From the verss abowe we can see tha there is nothing we possestha was not given to us by God. The
ability to work and ean mongy comes from Him, ard eveythingweownis agift from Him. It isimportant
to recognie tha we do not actualf own our possessionbecaus everythig in the world belong to God.
We are simpl steward(i.e caretakejof the things God has allowel usto have.

SometimeChristias see sone of theirpossessions asming fromGod, but see othe of ther possessions
as comirg from ther own had work If a strangecane up to you on the stre¢ ard gave you aCD player,
it woul be eay to beliewe that this wes a gift from God. If someoe in the churd needd to us it for a
churd programyou migh cheerfulf loan it, becausit wasdo Go €D p | a yBatif yoaworkedhard
for months ard save up you money little by little until you finally had enoudp to buy anewv CD player,
would you recognie thisas 0 G os®€D p | a ¥Veoulbyou be jug as willing to cheerfuly loan it to the
church or would you see thisCD playe as oyour® ?

The verss tha you looked up earlie show tha in G o ddye both of the CD playes belorg to Him, and
wetre gifts to you No matte how you ga the things you possesshey are G 0 d @ He has given them to
yau to take cae of in a manne tha pleass Him. Takingpropercareof the gifts God hasgivenyou is
0gosotdewar dship. 6

WhatAre The Right Attitudes Toward Money?

A vely importart pat of beirg agoad stewad is beirg wise in the way you handé you money The Bible
make ove 700 dired referenceto monegy ard ove 30 indirectreferencetd money-- 1,000referencem
all! It isalsointerestinghat12of the 38 paiblestha Jesstold deal with theissue of money.
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It isclea that the way we sperd our money ard our atitude towad wealh isimportart to God. Wha does
the Bible sy abou the prope attitudes and spendig habits of a Christianaet us beginwith lookingat
wha our attituce towad wealh shoutl be We hawe alreag se@ tha al of our wealh comes from God.
Anothe ver® tha suppors thisis Hagga28 whidch sayso 6 dsiive is mine ard the gold is mine) declares
the LORD Almightyod In our attituce towad our money, we neal to alwag be awae tha our money is
truly G o dnfosey.

ReadHeb. 13:5Keep your life free fromove of money, and be content with what you have, for he has
sai d, ol wi || never | eave you nor forsake you. ¢

Read 1 Tim. 6:18For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some
have wandered away from the faitt pierced themselves with many pangs.

How shoutl we not feelaboutour moneyfHeb13:5,1 Tim 6:10)

The verss abowe do not sg tha havigmoney is sinfu -- but they do sg tha lovingnoney is sinful A
persam loves mone/ when he or she spend alot of time thinking ard worryirg abou how mud money one
has ard how one can becone wealthie ard buy more things. If havingalot of money is vely importart to
you, ard if you are not generousbut strugge with giving awag you money then you neal to examie your
heat asyou may be guilty of the sin of loving money.

In Matthev 6:21 Jesa sag avely powerfu statemetregardig our treasue ard our heartsin the Greek it
isfutureteng ard so we shoutl translat¢ theverge as,0 F avlereyourtreasurés,thereyourheartWILL
BE alsod (The New Internation&Versia rightly translateit thisway) Thisis an extremetimportant
principkin tha it isthe key tha unloclsthe doar to cheerfuliving.Rathethanwaituntil wefeelcheerful
(for our hearsto bein it), Jessisteachig usthe principk of feeling follow actionsIf we wart our hearts
tobeinit,wed o trwat until wefed likeit, wedo it, ard then w el ted likeit. A simply way to phragit
wouldbeo e mo foliowsmo t i on. O

Read Matthew 6:24.°0 Do not | ay up for yourselves treasur.
where thieves break in and stéalit lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys and where thieves do not break in and'E@alvhere your treasure is, there your heart will be

also.

Wheee does God sg we shoutl store up treasuré How do yau think we can do that?

Three Aspecs of Stewardship
As was sad earlierthere are ove 1,0® referenceto money in the Bible All of those referencgcoul be
summarize:in theethreewords Work, Sae ard Give.

1) Work
Work itsef is to be se@ as a gift from God. Adam ard Eve worked in the garde even befathe curse!
God will not drop wha we neal from heava into our lgp while we sit ard do nothing rather He expects
us to work diligenty in orde to ean money to suppy the need of ourselve ard our families Then as we
arediligentin our work, God will bless our efforts Look up the following verse ard write out wha they
sg abou theimportane of working:

Prov.6:611.°Go to the ant, O sluggaainsider her ways, and be vild&thout having any chiefficer, or
ruler,®she prepares her bread in sunandrgathers her food in harvéisbw long will you lie ther@,
sluggard®hen will you arise from your sle€pdittle sleep, a little slumbetittle folding of the handsrest,
and poverty will come upon you like a rolavetrwant like an armed man.
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Prov.13:4'The soul of the sluggard craves and gets natltiilg,the soul of the diligent is richly supplied.

Prov.14:23%In all toil there is profibut mere talk tends only to poverty.

Prov.204.*The sluggard does not plow in the autumenyill ek at harvest and have nothing.

Col.3:2324.”Whatevelou do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for ft&npwing that from
the Lord you will receive tireheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.

2 Thess3:10°For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone isgnot willi
to work, let him not eat.

The Bible teache tha money is made throuch had work. Proverbs31 tellsusaboutawomanwhoo s et s
aboutherworkv i g or whos r ywhikeis is fill d a r ihpséo | aduogsnotgooutatn i gdnd 6
who 0 d @rmet ed the brea of idleness.We are told that this woman 0 s hbe praised (Prov 31:30).
Godwantsusto behardworkingandindustriougike thiswoman. Thisis partof beingagoodsteward.

Proverbs 31: 1%9:15She rises while it is yet nightl provides food for her househatdl portions for her
maidenstéShe considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of her hands she plants al{8teydrdsses

herself with strengtimd makes her arms strdi§he perceives that her merchandise is profitable. Her lamp
does not go out at nighiShe puts her hda to the distaff, and her hands hold the sp#8lee opens her

hand to the poaaind reaches out her hands to the ne&€slye is not afraid of snow for her household, for all
her household are clothed in sc&f8he makes bed coverings for Helsal clothing is fine linen and purple.
2Her husband is known in the gatben he sits among the elders of the 388He makes linen garments and
sells thenshe delivers sashes to the merck&ttength and dignity are her clothamg, she laghs at the time

to come?6She opens her mouth with wisdamg the teaching of kindness is on her tofidiiee looks well to
the ways of her househaldd does not eat the bread of idled#der children rise up and call her bledssd;
husband ats and he praisesh® Many women have done excellently, b

Ther is a story abou a mad who was aske to swee the house In one of the rooms there wes a large
bed in the corner She movel the entire bed ard swep the area no one could see A friend askd her,
0 Wido you swee the area tha no one sees? Theyourg gil answered B e @ desasan seethisarea.
| amsweepinghis areanot for anyoneelse-- justfor J e s Shewaécleaningunderthe bednot for the
prai® of othe people but jus becaus she wantel to be a diligert worke in the eyes of JesusWhen was
thelag timeyou did somethig jus fa Jesus?

Even if we do not hawe ajob, we shoutl diligenty work attryingto find ajob, andat doingsuchthingsas
we are abk in orde to mee our needsWe shoutl not simpy sit idle Sone peope refus to work rather
than take a job tha they fed is0 b e h thex dignityo This is not right Sore peope think that they can
gd money by buyirg lottery tickets but thisis NOT alegitimag way to male money In orde to practice
goodstewardshipye mustfirst bewillingto work hardfor thethingsweneed.

2) Save
Anothe importart aspetof beirg agoal stewards saving wisely ftne futureln Proverbs:611and in
Proverbs30:25,God usesthe simpleart as an exampt for us Rea the® verss.

Prov.6:611.°Go to the ant, O sluggaahnsider her ways, and be wWiaéthout having any chiefficer, or
ruler,®she prepares her bread in sumandrgatherser food in harvestHow long will you lie there, O
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sluggard®hen will you arise from your sle@pittle sleep, a little slumbetjttle folding of the handsrest,
and poverty will come upon you like a rolavetrwant like an armed man.

Prov. 30:285*Four things on earth are smialit they are exceedingly widbe ants are a people not
strongyet they provide their food in the summer;

After reading the verses, widiown theprinciplestha can belearnd abou saving:

God say tha the art tha saveis 0 w 6 @ev 3024). God wans us to al® be wis ard develp good
savilg habits We s h o u bkpdmhal tha we hawe as som as we gd it, withou thinking of the future.
While God does not wart usto hoad our wealth He does wart usto be wise ard to sae wha we neel for

the future Conside Josephwho advisd Pharab to sd¢ asig sone of the harvet in goal yeas in

preparationfor the coming famine.If we neversawe ary money we will be les likely to haw the
opportuniy to improwe our situatim in life. In addition if we do not sae we will not be prepard if

difficult timescome,suchaslossof work or healthproblems It is goad stewardshito save moneg/ each
month so tha you can be prepard for the future.

Anothe reasa to sawe moneg is S0 that we canhelp our children. Proverbsl3:22saysp Agood man
leavesan inheritancdor his children'sc h i | dret anothedmportart reaso to sae is o that we can
help the poor. Deuteronomyl5:11says,0 T h evill alwag be poar peopé in the land Therefoe |
commaul you to be openhandgtowad you brothes ard towad the poor ard need in you landé If we
d o trsade our moneywe will not hawe extamoney to hep thos in need.

Remembetha savilg does nd mean hoarding Savilg mears wisey putting asick a certan amoun so that
youwill haveit for future needsHoardingis savingmore than you neel becausof alove for possessions
ard money Ecclesiasgh: 13 saysol hawe se@ a grievousevil underthe sun:wealh hoardel to the harm
ofits owner. o H loe svnorg attitude is manfuldyt savirg nomey with the right attitude
iswise.

How are yau in the area of savin@ Do you hawe a savingplan-- do you faithfully saveat leasta small
amoun of mong/ eah month? It is wise to try to save at least5-10%of yourincome evey month Write
out belawv wha you currer methal of saviry is, ard any new goasyou fed the Lord isleadiry you to set.

3) Giveto God through His Church
God wans us to hawe the right attituce abou money Our desie to have money and possessi@should
neve be greatethan our desie to pleas God ard live in obedieneto Him. God wans us to work for our
money to saw it wisely ard then use our mongy not simpl to male our own life better but to enabé the
churd to hep physicajl nee¢ ard spiritualy nee¢ peoplein this world. An importantpart of living the
Christianlife andpracticinggoodstewardshifs givingfaithfullyto theL o r wodksG o d\Wasd givesus
sone principlesto follow aswe giveto theL o swioik:

a. We should always give God the best of what we have. Read Mdldcto A6 s on honor s hi s
a servant his master. If then | am a father, where is my honor? And if | am a master, where is my fear? s:
the Lord of hosts to you, O priests, wieosdpi se my hname. But you say,
nameBd%6 of fering polluted food upon my altar. B u
the Lord's table may be despi&&¢hen you offer blind animals in sacrifice, is that n@ted when you
offer those that are lame or sick, is that not evil? Present that to your governor; will he accept you or sho
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you favor? says the Lord of hos#sid now entreat the favor of God, that he may be gracious to us. With
such a gift from yourand, will he show favor to any of you? says the Lord ofi¥0ktshat there were

one among you who would shut the doors, that you might not kindle fire on my altar in vain! | have no
pleasure in you, says the Lord of hosts, and | will not accefarimg éfom your handiFor from the

rising of the sun to its setting my name will be great among the nations, and in every place incense will
offered to my name, and a pure offering. For my name will be great among the nations, says the Lord «
hosts 12But you profane it when you say that the Lord's table is polluted, and its fruit, that is, its food may
be despiseédkBut you say, OWhat a weariness this is, 0
what has been taken by violencis tame or sick, and this you bring as your offering! Shall | accept that
from your hand? says the LorCursed be the cheat who has a male in his flock, and vows it, and yet
sacrifices to the Lord what is blemished. For | am a great King, saysdhadsisj and my name will be

feared among the nations.

Whatkind of lambswerethe peoplebringingfor theirsacrifice?

WhatwasG o dréspons¢o theiroffering?

If you had an importart gues come to you hous for dinner,wouldyougivehim the verybest
med you could make or woul you give him the Ieftover food youweregoingto givethe dog?
Of cour® you would not wart to dishonae him by giving him the leftove scrapsin the same
way we mug not dishono God by giving only our leftover,unneedegbortion of anofferingto
Him. We mug shav our love ard worshp by giving God our best,not our leftover spare
change.

b. We need to give God our full tithe: Read Malachi03:#rom the days of your fathers you have
turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and | will return to you, says the Lor
of hostsBut you say, 0 HillwnarsrbbaGod? Yet wou areerbbhimg me. @ut you say,
6How have we robbed vyou?a38Yodane cyrsediwith & dursehfersjouara d
robbing me, the whole nation of y8Bring the full tithénto the storehouse, that there may be food in
my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if | will not open the windows of heaver
for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need

How do werob God?

WhatamazingplessingloesGod promisaf wegiveHim our full tithe?

We mug understad that G o d lilessing may not necessarilipe financial.For exampleHis blessig
might be that you children grow up to mary very godly spouse who deepy loveChrist.

In addition mary of the blessingtha God promisa for our obediene may not be receivd in this
world. Many of His blessingsvill be reserve for tha wonderfu time when we are in heava in the
preseneof God. Althoudh we do not know when ard how God will bles us wecan be certamn tha He
will blessusrichly accordingo the promisesn His Word. Theseversesn Malach (ard a numbe of
othe verss in the Bible give us G o d @romis that if we faithfully give Him our full tithe, He will
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faithfullyblesaus.

Whatisa" t i tlthcemegrom aHebrewword whichmean® o # & n SdelLewiticus27:32whee
evey tenth possessiowas given to the Lord. Thus,atithe is 10 percentof our income given to the
churd in which we are worshipirg and serving.

Giving a tenth to God was recognizé as a duty, ard was an importart pat of the Jewisheligiows
worship Jact vowe to give his tithe to the Lord when he said 0 O &ll that you shallgive me | will
surey give the tenth unto youwd (Gen 28:22) In the days of Hezeki& one of the first resultsof the
reformationof religionwasthe eagerneswith which the peopé brough in ther tithes (2 Chronicle
31:56). The negletof this duty was sterny rebukel by the prophetAmos4:4;MalachB:810).

The Old Testameicleary taugh the giving of threetithes:

1)

2)

The first 10% was to be given to suppot the religiows leades ard the locd plae of worship
(sed_ev.27:3633,Numbersl8:21landDeut.12:518).

Lev.27:3B3300 Every tithe of the | and, whet her of t he
Lord's; it is holy to the Loréklf a man wishes to redeem some of his tithe, he shall add a fiftAalit.

every tithe of herds and flocks, every tenth animal of all that pass under the herdsman's staff, shall be hol
to the Lord330ne shall not differentiate between good or bad, neither shall he make a substitute for it;

and if he does substituteforji t hen both it and the substitute

Numbers 18206 To t he Levites | have given every tith
service that they do, their service in the tent of meeting,

Deut. 12:8.8.5But you shall seek the place that the Lord your God will choose out of all your tribes to

put his name and make his habitation there. There you $taaitigbere you shall bring your burnt

offerings and your sacrifices, your tithestandontribution that you present, your vow offerings, your

freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herd and of your Thuc#t.there you shall eat before the

Lord your God, and you shall rejoice, you and your households, in all that you, undentekehe

Lord your God has blessedyauYou s hal | not do according to al
doing whatever is right in his own e8fes,you have not as yet come to the rest and to the inheritance

that the Lord your God isving you1°But when you go over the Jordan and live in the land that the Lord
your God is giving you to inherit, and when he gives you rest from all your enemies around, so that you
live in safety!then to the place that the Lord your God will chdogeake his name dwell there, there

you shall bring all that | command you: your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and the
contribution that you present, and all your finest vow offerings that you vow to tkéhdrgou shall
rejoicebefore the Lord your God, you and your sons and your daughters, your male servants and your
female servants, and the Levite that is within your towns, since he has no portion or inheritance with you.
13Take care that you do not offer your burnt offeahgsy place that you sébut at the place that the

Lord will choose in one of your tribes, there you shall offer your burnt offerings, and there you shall do all
that | am commandingydéd However, you may sl aughtowns,asand eat
much as you desire, according to the blessing of the Lord your God that he has given you. The unclean
and the clean may eat of it, as of the gazelle and as of #®dkgeyou shall not eat the blood; you shall

pour it out on the earth likeater17You may not eat within your towns the tithe of your grain or of your

wine or of your oil, or the firstborn of your herd or of your flock, or any of your vow offerings that you
vow, or your freewill offerings or the contribution that you prédarityou shall eat them before the

Lord your God in the place that the Lord your God will choose, you and your son and your daughter, your
male servant and your female servant, and the Levite who is within your towns. And you shall rejoice
before the Lat your God in all that you undertake.

Thesecondl0%waslikeatax(seeDeut.14:2227).

Deut. 1422720 You shall tithe all the yield 20Ahd your

before the Lord your God, in the place that he wiisshdo make his name dwell there, you shall eat the

tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may
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learn to fear the Lord your God alwadsnd if the way is too long for you, so that you aralsie to

carry the tithe, when the Lord your God blesses you, because the place is too far from you, which the Lor
your God chooses, to set his name thehen you shall turn it into money and bind up the money in your
hand and go to the place ttie Lord your God choos#and spend the money for whatever you desire

oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever your appetite craves. And you shall eat there before the
Lord your God and rejoice, you and your housefidlad you shall not negtehe Levite who is within

your towns, for he has no portion or inheritance with you.

3) Thethird 10%wasgiveneverythird yearto hep the poar of the lard (Deut.14:2829). Thus
thisthird titheequald 3.3%6 ayear.

Deut. 142829280 At t he end of every three years you sh
same year and lay it up within your to#®Asd the Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance with
you, and the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widoatenhibhin your towns, shall come and eat and be
filled, that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands that you do

Thesetithes average®3.3%a year.After givingthos 3 tithes evey persm was to sa beforethe
Lord, "I hawe remaoved from my hous the saced portion and hawe given it to the Levite the alien the
fatherles ard the widow, accordig to al you commanded| haw not turned asidefrom you
command nor haw | forgotten ary of t h e (D@éut. 26:1314). Couldyou or | saythat? Hawe we
robbed God? Arewe thieve® Or havewe beenfaithfulin givingour full tithe to the Lord?

In considerig wha a New TestamenChristiam shouldgive, perhapgshe following guidelinesvill be
helpful:

Old Testament New Testament

Firsttithe- 10%goedo placeof worship  Ourtithe- 10%goedo our placeof worship.
Secondithe - goesto governmen Christiais shoutl pay taxes (Romars 13:78).

Third tithe - goego helpthe poor Christianshouldgiveto thepoor (Romand.5:26).

Romans 13:8.7Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owe
respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor i$Owedio one anything, except to love each other,
for the one who loves anothes falfilled the law.

Romans 15:28For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some contribution for the poor among tht
saints at Jerusalem.

When you rea throudgh Deuteronony 28 it is clea tha God blesse thos who are faithfu in giving
their full tithes to Him, and God cursesthoe who are not faithfu in this area As mentione
earlier it is importart to keg in mind tha G o d lilessing are not alwayg in thisworld -- very often
G o dbiessingarein theworld to conme (in heaven).

c. Weneadl to hawetheright attituce aswe give to God.

In addition to instructirg us to give our tithe to God, the Bible al® tells us wha our attitude
towardgivingshouldbe. In 2 Corinthian9:7,we are told that we shoutl 6 nt give reluctantly
or undercompulsionfor God lovesa cheeifg i v &ad wantsusto givewillinglyandwith
gladnessiotresentfully.

Along with havirg a cheerfli atitude God wans us to be willing to givesacrificially- to give
beyord wha we think we can afford He wans us to be willing to makesacrificesn our own
lives so that we can hep othessard further G o dkingdom on earth.

In 2 Cor. 8:19 we seea verygoodexampleof giving sacrificiallyRea the verse ard answer
thegquestions:
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2 Cor. 8: B. We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the
churches of Macedonfdor in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme
poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on theifHuarthey gave according to their
means, as | can testify, and beyond their means, of their own‘beggidgus earnestly for the

favor of taking part in the relief of the sé@intand this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves
first to the Lord and then by the will of God toségcordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started,

so he should compéetamong you this act of gratBut as you excel in everytfiing faith, in

speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our lové feegdbat you excel in this act of grace
alsa?l say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestndssothat your love also is
genuine?For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.

How did the churd of Macedoragive? (vs 3)

Wha are wetold to excéin?(vs 7)

AreYou Pleasirg God In Your Giving?

How are you doing in the area of givin@ In the space below write down you incone for eath month.
Then write down how mud you give to you churd eatr month Be carefili to be accurateNow figure
out wha percentagof you incone you are givirg to God. Is it 10% (or more)Af so,thenyouarebeing
obediento God, ard will receie His promise blessing (atherin thisworld or in heaven)If not, you are
disobeyig G o d ddmmandsAsk God to forgive you ard begn this wee to be obedieth to the Word of
God in theareaof tithing ard stewardship.

Your monthly income Your monthly giving to you church

Percentagof you inconethat you aregivingto G o dcbiurch:

NoteAny givigthd gogto otheChristiacaussub asnissiongsuppquépediainistriestcshodlbeafteya have
give1(®6toyoulockchurch.

Areyou givingsacrificially? Areyougivingcheerfully?

Wha change(if any do you neel to malein your life?

Writeout Luke6:38:

Luke 6:38%®give, andt will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over,
will be put into your |l ap. For with the measure

Devotiona Thought:

Deuteronory 8:1718 says0 Yuwomay sg to yoursdl 6 W powe ard the strengh of my hand have
produce this wealh for me6But remembethe LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to
produewealthard so confirmshisc o v e n a rdtsanm®timerighe mow in praye thankirg God for the
ability to go to work ard gan a paycheckAsk Him for His wisdomin practicinggood stewardshipAsk
Him to searb you heat and male sue tha youhawe the right attituce towad moneytha you are working
hard,savingwisely sharinggenerouslyandthatyouarecheerfullysacrificiallandconsistentlgivingGod
yourfull tithe.
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Assignmentfor Chapter1l

Why is Obedience Important?
What Should I Know About Baptismand L o rs 8upper?

NOTE: Completeard checkeat of thefollowingassignments before yauto chapte 12
__ Studyard compleethe materiafor chapte 11.

__ Discusyou answesto the questiosin chapte 11 with the persm who isdisciplirg you.
____MemorizeEphesian$:810,andtellit to the persornwhoisdisciplingyou.

Reviev the memoy verssfrom previos weeksard reviav the name of al the books of the New
Testamenard Old Testament.

1John3:1617"°%0 For God so | oved the world, that he gave
not perish but have eternal lifé&or God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him.

11 John5:1213 **Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of Godhineslifet
3] write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have
eternal life.

Exodusl5:11™0 Wh o i s LaRrk @amornyg tha god¥@ho is like you, majestichiolinessawesome
in glorious deeds, doing wonders

Psalm 119:91 °How can a young man keep his way @yeiarding it according to your wétw/ith
my whole heart | seek yéet; me not wander from your commandmeétitslave stored up your word in my
heat, that | might not sin against you.

11 John 5:14"And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his
will he hears us.

Mathew 28:120"*And Jesus came and said to them, O0AIlIl a
to me.**Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirtteaching them to observethdit | have commanded you. And behold, | am with
you al ways, to the end of the age. o

" Colossians 3:14. **Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindnes
humility, meekness, and patiehtearing with one anothand, if one has a complaint against another,

forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must‘farghabove all these put on love,
which binds everything together in perfect harmony.

"l Galatians 5:223.*But the fruit of theSpirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
Zgentleness, sabntrol; against such things there is no law.

T Luke 10:19?Behold, | have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power
of theenemy, and nothing shall hurt you.

I 11 John4:4.“Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater
than he who is in the world.

"I Malachi 3:13°Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may béfondhouse. And thereby
put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if | will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down
for you a blessing until there is no more need.

[ |Ephesians 5:80.for at one time you were darkness, but now you ar lightLord. Walk as children of
light® (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and ftaed try to discern what is pleasing
to the Lord.
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Chapterll

Why is Obedience Important?
What Should | Know About Baptism and L o rs 8upper?

Memorize Ephesians5:810

Ephesians 5:80 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and tPaa}l try to
discern whais pleasing to the Lord

Do You Truly Love Jesus?

As we begn this lessa on obediencgethere is a questio you mug considerDoyal loe Jes@sless died a
horrible deah to pay the price for you sins ard through His blood He provideal the way for you to hawe a
relationstp with God. Jess loves you deeply prays daily for you, comforts and strengthensyou,
understanslyou hurts hels you when you are tempted and providesfor your needsDo you love Jesus?
Youractionswill showif youtrulyloveJesus.

Read John 14:15 and 14:21. What will you do if you truly love Jesus?

John 14:15If you love me, you will keep my commandments.

John 14:21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me
be loved B my Father, and | will love him and manifest myself to him.

Obedieneto G o dodmmandis avely importar pat of the Christianlife. A truefollowerof Christwill
striveto beapersm of integriyy ard holinessmakirg adail decisio to live an obediehard Christlike life.

Read 1 John 28(And by this we know that we have comlentaw him, if we keep his commandments.
‘Whoever says 0l know himé6 but does not keep his

a. What does obeying the Word of God prove?

b. What does disobeying the Word of God prove?

The Nature of a Christian
When you became a Christian, a wonderful thing happened. Read 2 Corinthians 5:17 (Therefore, if anyone
in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come) and write what that w:

When you became a Christian, you were made into a new creation. The old has gone, and the new has col
ReadEphesiang: 2224 and write the difference between the old self and the new self.

Ephesians 4:224 to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful
desireg2and to be renewed in the spirit of your mi#dded to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in
true righteousness and holiness

Old Self
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New Self

The Bible also tells us that when we became Christians we moved from "darkness into light". Read 1 Peter
(But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you ma
proclaim the excellencies of him whtled you out of darkness into his marvelous light.) and write down (1)

all the things that this verse tells us about who we are as Christians, and (2) what God did for us:

(1)

(2)

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:5 and Ephesians 5:8. What are Christians called in these verses?
1 Thessalonians 5:5 For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness.

Ephesians 5:8or at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light

Theverssyou jud real are excitirg verses We are new creations We have anew naturé Wear achosen
peoplearoyd priesthoogda holy nation apeopé belongig to God, children of the light

Why Should | Obey?

Why shoudl Christias obey the instructiors in the Word of God? Do we obey so that we will be loved and
acceptd by God? The answeto tha questioisO0 N o Dodve obey so that we can go to heavefd Again, tle
answeto tha questio isoN0!6

It is veyimportdha we understad tha our obedieneis not wha allows usto go to heave or makes us
acceptaklto God. We are not savel by wha we do. Our salvatia isbasd simpl upon G o dgda@to usin
the gift of His Son Jesuswho died to pay the pricefor our sins. Wewill goto heaveronly if we haveput
our faith in Jesusard hawe receivd Him into our lives It is becaus of Jess Chrig tha we are
accepte and loved by God. Nothing we do can male God love us ary more or ary less We are His
precios childrenard we are holy in His sight simply becausof the blood of Jesswhid has cleansgus.
There are two man reasostha we shoutl obey God:

1) Since we are new creations and are children of a King, we should live according to who we are.

1 Peter 2:40But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelgDadiglou were not a people, but
now youare God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy

2) Becauswe love God, ard are grateflito Him for wha He has done we shoudl do the things thatpleas
Him. Althoudh nothing we do will male God accep us (rememberwe are accepte simplybecaus of wha
Jesudas done) we can do things whidh pleas or displeas God. (For verse thatshaw tha it is possibé for
Christiasto pleas or displeas&od, see Kings3:10, 1 Chronicle&®:17Psalnl9:14Ephesians:810,
Colossian%:10,1 Thessaloniark1,Hebrewsl3:16.)

1Kings 3:10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.

1 Chronicles 29:17know, my God, that you test the heart and have pleasure in uprightness. In the uprightness of my heart
havefreely offered all these things, and now | have seen your people, who are present here, offering freely and joyously to

Psalm 19:14 et the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be acceptable in your sight O LORD, my rock
and my redeemer
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Ephesians 5:80 &for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as childr&foofthight
fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and taae)d try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.

Colossians:1Q so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and
increasing in the knowledge of God.

1 Thessalonians 4Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as youoraagsvieoviryou
ought to walk and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more.

Hebrews 13:1®o0 not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God

If achild does somethigwrong he parens may be displeasgwith her, but they d o trstdp loving her. He
disobedieredoes not mean tha she is no longe ther child In the sane way we can pleas or displeas
God by our actionsbut we are still His children and we are still loved ard accepte by God.

Living According to Who We Are

No oreca consistgritlein a manmeha isinconsistevih hav he percesl@mselff we perceie ourselve asnew
creatios in Christ then our obediene will be an overflov of tha perception We neeal to live our Christian
livesaccordingo who we are-- accordingo our new nature If we clam to hawe arelationship wit God
throudh Jesusve mug demonstragtha throudh our obedieneto Him.

Read 1 John&:(whoevesays he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he valked.).
claim to be Christians, what must we do?

Read 1 Peter 1:14. (*/As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance,
®*put as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your ¢ésdust,c e it i s written
for I am holy."). According to verseslH if we are obedient children, what should we do?

According to verses J4hat should weot do?

Read Ephesians 8:& (%for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the L&rds\éhildren
of light®(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and ftasdl try to discern what is
pleasing to the Lord-Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them.)

How should "children dight" walk and live?

Obeyirg God d o et fush hean tha we shoudl go to churchandtry to avoidbig sinslike murder stealing,
ard adultery Rathey obeyirg God meas tha in evey choie we are facal with, big or smal] we must
chooe to follow the guideline given in G o d Word Evely time we experiene temptatio - even in a
small thing - we neal to choo®to liveard ad accordig to our new nature.

The stoly is told of agroup of Christiars who one day mace a commitmento eat othea tha from that
momer on, evey time they wele facal with adecisio they would ak themselve® Whaoud Jesed o ? O
Ead of the Christias found tha as they ke ther commitmentther lives changd dramaticallyEverytime
they were temptel to gosgp or say somethig unkind they would ak themselve® Wh waould Jesuslod
Every timethey had to male abusinesdecisionthey would ak themselve® Whwaould Jesad o Euery
time they wele strugglig with relationship with othe peopé they would ask 6 Wh woul Jesusl o ? 6
Everytimetheyd i dfeeBike workinghard, they would ask 6 Wh would Jess do® Evely timethey were
facal with an opportuniy to hep someonghey would asko Whwaould Jesed o ? 6
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