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Introduction  to One-To-One Discipleship 

 
There are many methods and tools God uses to help Christians grow in their spiritual life. One of these 
tools is one-to-one discipleship. Before beginning the process of discipleship with another person, it is 
important to first understand the Biblical principle of discipleship. The word òdiscipleó comes from a 
Greek word which means "apprentice" as in òone who learns by doing." One-to-one discipleship, then, is 
when one Christian takes another Christian under his/her care in order to help that person become an 
òapprenticeó of Jesus Christ and to experience spiritual growth by learning and doing. 

 
We can see the importance of discipleship when we study the New Testament -- the word òdiscipleó occurs 
269 times! Discipleship is important because it helps the person being discipled to become established in the 
basics of the Christian faith (see Ephesians 4:14-16). It  allows them to ask questions about their faith, and 
to be challenged and encouraged in areas in which they are weak. It helps them to identify their God-given 
spiritual gifts, and equips them to share the gospel with unbelievers. In addition, a very important aspect of 
discipleship is that it trains and equips a Christian to disciple other believers. 

 
Discipleship is the primary method of teaching Jesus used in his three years of ministry here on earth. Jesusõ 
main focus was not on large groups of people, but rather He focused on just 12 men who were known as 
His òdisciples.ó  These disciples spent a great deal of time with Jesus.  The time they spent together was not 
in a classroom and not even in a synagogue. Rather, Jesus taught His disciples on the streets of the city and 
in their daily activities as they traveled about together. They learned the skills of prayer, evangelism, living in 
obedience, spiritual warfare, showing compassion and forgiveness, and many other things. How did they 
learn these skills? They learned by listening, watching, learning, and finally imitating the actions, attitudes, 
and teachings of Jesus, the master teacher. 

 
Over a three year period, Jesus not only taught His disciples to understand the truths of the Christian faith, 
He also trained and equipped them to pass these truths on to others. Then just before Jesus left this world, 
He commanded them to òGo and MAKE DISCIPLES of all nations. . . ò(Matthew 28:19). Jesus wanted 
his disciples to reproduce this principle of discipleship in other people. He wanted them to disciple other 
believers in the same way that He had discipled them. 

 
We can also see the principle of discipleship practiced by others such as the Apostle Paul. Paul took two 
younger men, Timothy and Titus, under his care. He used the principle of discipleship as he trained and 
equipped them to understand and pass on the Christian faith. Paul then instructed Timothy to continue the 
process of discipleship, telling him: 

 
òAnd the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful 
men who will be able to teach others alsoó (2 Timothy 2:2 New King James Version). 

 
From this verse we can see how the apostle Paul òreproducedó himself through discipleship: 
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As we see from the illustration above, it should be the desire of every Christian to be a òreproducing 
Christian,ó that is, one who promotes faith in Jesus in others by his testimony and example. Discipleship is 
more than just teaching someone some facts about the Bible. Discipleship means encouraging, supporting, 
and praying daily for the person being discipled. Discipleship means spending time with the other person -- 
sharing meals, discussing problems, serving others, and going with them to witness to unbelievers in the 
neighborhood. Discipleship means nothing less than walking together side-by-side and growing together in 
the Lord. As the apostle Paul said in 1 Thessalonians 2:8, òWe loved you so much that we were delighted to share 
with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us.ó 

 
Just as Jesus and Paul did not use a classroom in making disciples, likewise many of the discipleship lessons 
in this manual will occur in the streets and fields of your towns and not necessarily in your church. For 
example, you will not merely learn about evangelism but you will actually go with the person who is 
discipling you to witness to an unbeliever in your neighborhood. You will not merely learn about 
servanthood but will actually serve someone in your local church. Christians learn best not by simply hearing but by 
doing (see James 1:22-23). As John MacArthur states: 

òBeing discipled toward godliness isnõt accomplished in a thirteen-week class; 
it is accomplished by spending time with a godly individualð walking with 

him, feeling his heartbeat, hearing him speak , and seeing him pray.ó 
 

In closing, as we emphasize discipleship throughout this manual, let us always remind ourselves that growth 
comes from the inside out. Too often in Christian circles we make the mistake of getting people to òdoó 
the right things rather than helping them change on the inside. It  is our desire that this process of 
discipleship will cause inner change that will result in lasting outward change. 

 
May God bless you as you take this step in following Christõs command to òGo and make disciples.ó 

 
 
    Mti hukunjwa wakati ungali mchanga 
    On redresse lõarbe quand il est encore jeune 
    A stick is straightened while still young 
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Guidelines for the Discipler 

 

1. Select a person to disciple only after careful prayer and evaluation. 
 
2. Before you begin to disciple another person, it is important to discuss with him or her why you are 

meeting and the commitment involved. Read the òIntroduction to Discipleshipó together and make 
certain the process of discipleship is understood. Also ask, òWhat are your needs and expectations 
regarding this discipleship process?ó 

 
3. Before your weekly meetings with the person you are discipling, always take the time to review each 

lesson and pray about what will be discussed. Keep in mind the spiritual maturity of the person you are 
discipling as you plan your discussion. 

 
4. Be certain to do only ONE lesson at time. Make sure the person you are discipling has a complete and 

proper understanding of each lesson before going on to the next lesson (even if you have to spend 2-3 
weeks on a difficult lesson). This is very important, as the person you are discipling will eventually be 
teaching someone else. Make sure that they are not simply memorizing material but that they are 
understanding and applying it. Seek to discover the most meaningful thing in each lesson for the person 
you are discipling, and help him or her to make at least one practical application. 

 
5. Tell the person you are discipling that anything personal that is discussed will be kept completely 

confidential. Share prayer requests with the person you are discipling, and pray daily for him/her. 
 
6. Be sensitive to the needs of the person you are discipling. There will be times when you need to set 

aside the lesson in order to pray about some personal needs or to answer some very important questions 
that the student is struggling with. Remember, a person is more important than a program! 

7. Review, review, review. This is the key to learning. (The apostle Peter used this principle in 2 Peter 
1:11-15.) Review material from previous chapters (including memory verses) and review progress on 
goals set previously. 

 
8. Encourage the person you are discipling to complete the homework for each lesson (the homework will 

take about one hour each week to complete). Hold that person accountable.  Emphasize the importance 
of this discipline. Be sure to give much praise and encouragement to the person you are discipling when 
he or she faithfully completes the work and when you see growth in his/her life. 

9. If  the person you are discipling regularly fails to complete the homework or fails to keep 3 or 4 
appointments with you (even after much encouragement from you), it may be best to suggest to that 
person that perhaps the discipleship should be postponed until he or she is ready and able to be 
seriously committed to the discipleship process. This will then make you available to disciple someone 
who is ready to be faithful to following through on the commitment required. 

 
10. Evaluation of the person you are discipling is very important. After the fourth lesson, spend some time 

asking specific questions to discover if they are growing. Also ask them about any frustrations or 
disappointments they may be experiencing (many people are afraid to express disappointments or 
frustrations unless they are specifically asked). It will also be very helpful if you ask the person you are 
discipling to evaluate you after the two of you complete the manual so that you can become a more 
effective discipler. 
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Assignment for Chapter 1 
 

Who is Jesus? 
 

 

 
NOTE:  In order to get to know each other a little better, take a moment to share what your dreams and 
goals are in each of these three areas: 

 
1. Character goals 

Examples: I want to be more disciplined. I want to be more patient. 

 
2. Spiritual goals 

Examples: I want to read the entire Bible. I want to learn to share my faith. 

 
3. Personal goals 

Examples: I want to pay off my mortgage. I want to be able to help support others.  

 
Do not go on to chapter 2 until you have completed and checked each of the following assignments: 

 

  Study and complete the material for chapter 1. 
 

  Discuss your answers to the questions in chapter 1 with the person who is discipling you. 
 

  Memorize John 3:16-17, and tell it to the person who is discipling you. 

 
Note: To help assist you, the end of this manual has a list of memory verses that you can photocopy, cut 
and insert into your wallet and review from time to time. 

 

 John 3:16-17. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
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Part One: Knowing God 
 

 

Chapter 1 
 

Who Is Jesus?  

Memorize John 3:16-17 ñ òFor God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his 

Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him.ó 

 
 
 

Who Is Jesus? 
In order to truly understand the Christian faith, we must first clearly understand who Jesus Christ is. Many 
people have an incorrect understanding of Jesus. The Muslims say Jesus is merely a prophet. Jehovah 
Witnesses say he is not God. Mormons say Jesus became a god through good works. Others say that He was 
just a good teacher. This is why it is so essential to understand what does the Bible actually say about Jesus? 

 
A. He Is Fully God 
The first thing we must know about Jesus is that He is fully God. He is not just partly God, rather He is 
100% God. He IS God. 
 

Read John 1:1 ñ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God - and 1:14 -And the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
What do these say about who Jesus is and how long He has existed? 
 
Describe in your own words what you think Jesus meant when He made the following claims about himself: 
 

¶ John 10: 30-33 ñ I and the Father are one.ó 31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus answered 
them, òI have shown you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you going to stone me?ó 33 The Jews 
answered him, òIt is not for a good work that we are going to stone you but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, 
make yourself God.ó 
 

¶ John 18: 4-9 ñ Philip said to him, òLord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.ó Jesus said to him, òHave I 
been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 
say, ôShow us the Fatherõ? 

 

Describe in your own words what others thought of Jesus in the verses listed: 

 

¶ Thomas, as read in John 20: 25-28 ñ So the other disciples told him, òWe have seen the Lord.ó But he said to 
them, òUnless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my 
hand into his side, I will never believe.ó 26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, òPeace be with you.ó 27 Then he said to 
Thomas, òPut your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but 
believe.ó 28 Thomas answered him, òMy Lord and my God!ó  

 

¶ Jesusõ enemies, as read in John 5:18 ñ This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not 
only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God. 
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Jesus had the ability to do things that only God can do. Read the passages below and then describe what 
Jesus was able to do that only God can do: 

 
o Mark 2:1-12 ñ And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. 

2 And many were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at the door. And he was 
preaching the word to them. 3 And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. 4 And when 
they could not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and when they had made 
an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay. 5 And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to 
the paralytic, òSon, your sins are forgiven.ó 6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in 
their hearts, 7 òWhy does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God 
alone?ó And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, said to 
them, òWhy do you question these things in your hearts? 9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ôYour 
sins are forgiven,õ or to say, ôRise, take up your bed and walkõ? 10 But that you may know that the Son of 
Man has authority on earth to forgive sinsóñhe said to the paralyticñ11 òI say to you, rise, pick up your 
bed, and go home.ó 12 And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out before them all, so that 
they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, òWe never saw anything like this!ó  

 

o Colossians 1:15-16 ñ He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things 
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authoritiesñall 
things were created through him and for him.  

 

o 1 Corinthians 15:1-7ñ Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which 
you received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word 
I preached to youñunless you bel ieved in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of f irst importance 
what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he 
was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he 
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers 
at one time, most of whom are st i l l  alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles. 

 

Jesus is the only religious leader who fulfilled many prophecies throughout the course of His life. The Old 
Testament, which was written by many individuals over a period of 1,500 years, contains 332 
prophecies which were fulfilled in the birth, ministry, and death of Jesus. It  is absolutely impossible that 332 
prophecies would come true simply by chance -- the only way this would be possible is if Jesus is God, the 
promised Messiah. Following are just a few prophecies regarding the life of Jesus. 

 
Prophecy Jesusõ fulfillment  of the prophecy 
Isaiah 7:14 - virgin birth                                        Matthew 1:18, 24-25 
Micah 5:2-3 - born in Bethlehem            Matthew 2:5-6 
Zechariah 11:12 - sold for 30 pieces of silver Matthew 26:15 
Isaiah 53:12 - crucified with thieves              Matthew 27:38 
Psalm 34:20 - not a single broken bone                 John 19:33 
Isaiah 53:9 - buried in a rich manõs tomb              Matthew 27:57-60 

 
Jesus is God. The prophecies He fulfilled, the life He led, the miracles He performed, the claims He made 
of Himself, the words of others regarding who He was, His death, resurrection and ascent into heaven - all 
point to the fact that He was not just a man, He is God. 

 
B. Jesus Is Also Fully Human 

Jesus is not only fully God, He is also fully human. The Bible shows us that when He lived on earth, He 
possessed all the qualities that any other human being possesses. He was born to a human mother 
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(Matthew 1:18-20) and grew in the same way as any other child (Luke 2:52). He had a human body: He 
experienced hunger (Mark 11:12) and thirst (John 19:28); He became tired (John 4:6); He felt physical pain, 
and He bled when He was injured (John 19:34). He had human emotions: He was tempted (Luke 4:1-13); He 
experienced anger (Mark 3:5); He wept in sorrow (John 11:35); He felt anguish at the thought of His 
impending death (Luke 22:44). So then, Jesus was 100% God, clothed in 100% humanity. 

 
C. Jesus Is the Only Religious Leader Who Is Risen From The Dead 

All four Gospels state that Jesus rose from the grave (see also 1 Cor. 15:1-8). Following is a comparison 
between Jesus and other religious leaders in the world: 

Mohammedõs tomb                                                           occupied 
Buddhaõs tomb                                                                 occupied 
Confuciusõ tomb                                                               occupied 
Jesusõ tomb                                                                       EMPTY! 

 
Thus, we can summarize that: JESUS IS THE GOD-MAN  WHO IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD! 

 

Why Did Jesus Come? 
1. Why was it necessary for Jesus Christ to come? Read Romans 3:23 ñ for all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God.  
 

2. Because we have all sinned, we all have the need for forgiveness of our sins. Read Hebrews 9:22 ñ 
Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of 
sins ñ and describe what it says is required in order for sins to be forgiven: 

In the Old Testament, the Israelites were commanded to periodically bring animals to the priest to 
be sacrificed for the forgiveness of their sins. These lambs had to be perfect, without spot or blemish. 
The priest killed the animal and sprinkled the blood on the altar as a temporary covering for the sins 
of the people. This practice of sacrificing lambs is a picture of the coming of Jesus. Look up these 
verses and describe what they say about Jesus: 

 
a. John 1:29 ñ The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, òBehold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 

the sin of the world!  
 

b. 1 Peter 1:18-19 ñ knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or 
spot.  What is Jesus called in verse 19? What does His blood do for you (vs. 18)?   

 

Jesus is the òLamb of Godó who died not just to cover our sins temporarily, but to wash them away 
forever.  He gave His precious blood to redeem us (redeem means òto release from bondage, usually by 
means of a price paidó). 

 
3. Jesus knew that without a relationship with Him, life is empty and meaningless. He also knew that 

without a relationship with God, people could not experience eternal life in heaven.  Read the following 
verses and describe what Jesus Himself said about why He came to earth. 
 
a. John 10:10 ñ The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 

abundantly. 

b. John 3:16-17 ñ òFor God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. 

c. Luke 19:10 ñ òFor the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.ó 
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Jesus came to earth because He loved us and wanted us to have eternal life and a relationship with 
Him. Since sinful people canõt have a relationship with a holy God, Jesus sacrificed Himself so that our 
sins might be forgiven and we might be holy. John 15:13 says, òGreater love has no one than this, that 
he lay down his life for his friends.ó Truly, Jesus loves us! 

 

Jesus Is Coming Back To  Earth 
Jesus is alive today, and is very active in the world and in the lives of Christians. However, He is not 
physically walking on earth as he did 2,000 years ago. But the Bible tells us that Jesus will come back 
physically one day in the future. 

 
1. What do the following verses tell you about Jesusõ return to earth: 

 
a. John 14:1-3 ñ òLet not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If 

it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.ó 

 

b. 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 ñ For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, 
and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another 
with these words.  

 

c. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10  ñ and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels 8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will 
suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 10 when he comes on that day to be 
glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed. 

 

d. Acts 1:9-11ñ And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out 
of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 
and said, òMen of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.ó 

 

There are over 300 references to Christ's return in the New Testament! Nobody knows exactly when Jesus 
will return to earth, but from the context of the verses you read, it is clear that God wants us to walk 
in holiness and eagerly await His coming (see 1 John 3:2-3). When Christ returns, everyone will see Him 
and recognize that He is indeed the Lord! For Christians it will be a day of rejoicing, but for those who 
rejected Him, it will be a fearful day of judgment. Those who know Jesus as their Saviour and Lord will 
enter heaven and enjoy eternal life, but those who did not put their faith in Jesus will be eternally 
separated from God and will be sent to a place of eternal punishment (see Revelation 20:11-15). 

 
Knowing Jesus as Saviour and Lord 
In order to be a Christian, we must understand who Jesus is and why He came to earth.  But 
understanding is not enough, we must also believe in Him. But believing in Jesus is not enough either! 
The Bible tells us that even the demons believe (James 2:19)! In order to be a Christian we must put our 
faith in Him. We must make a personal decision to repent of our sins, trust Jesus and commit our lives to 
Him. 

 
The gospel of Jesus Christ can be summarized in 5 main points: 

 
1. Heaven Is A Free Gift. 
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For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God, not by works, so 
that no one can boast. (Eph. 2:8-9) 
Heaven is not earned or deserved. Nothing we do (like church attendance, baptism, helping the poor, 
reading the Bible, etc.) can earn our way to heaven. This can be seen more clearly when we understand 
what the Bible says about man. 

2. Man Is A Sinner and Separated From God. 
òAll have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.ó (Rom. 3:23) 
Every person who has ever lived has missed Godõs standard of perfection. Thus, we must admit that 
we are sinners and are separated from God who is Holy. The reason why sinful man cannot enter 
Godõs Holy heaven comes into sharper focus when we look at what the Bible says about God. 

 
3. God Is Both Merciful And Just. 

Because God is loving and merciful, He does not want to see us punished in hell for our sin. But 
because God is also just, He demands that someone has to be punished for our sins. Therefore, there 
must be atonement for the sinner before God will allow him into heaven. So then, how can God solve 
this dilemma and show both justice (i.e. punish our sin) and mercy (i.e. allow us into heaven) at the 
same time? The answer is that He shows His mercy toward us by sending Jesus to earth. As Christ 
takes our punishment on the cross, Godõs justice is then satisfied. Thus, we affirm that "God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal lifeó (John 3:16). 
 
God loves you so much that He would rather die than spend eternity without you! 

 
4. Christ I s Our Bridge To God. 
òFor there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.ó ( 1 Timothy 2:5) 
As we have already seen in this chapter, Jesus is the infinite God-man who is able to be the only 
mediator between Holy God and sinful man. We can choose to take the penalty for our sins 
ourselves in hell or we can choose to have Jesus Christ take the penalty for us on the cross and 
escape the wrath of Godõs judgment (Romans 5:9). If we choose Jesus, then his death on the cross acts 
a òbridgeó to bring us into a relationship with a Holy God. 

 
Some people try to build a bridge to God by way of good works, religion, morality and so on. The 
scripture teaches us that all of these attempts are futile. Only the cross of Christ is able to bring us into 
a relationship with God. 

 
Someone has said that religion can be spelled with two letters, òD-O.ó Religion tells us to òdoó this and 
òdoó that in order to work your way to heaven. Biblical Christianity, however, is spelled with four 
letters, òD-O-N-E.ó Jesus has òdoneó it all for us. By His death and physical resurrection, Jesus 
paid for our sins and purchased a place in heaven which he offers as a gift, which you can receive as 
a free gift by faith. 

 
5. The Gift Of Eternal Life Is Received Through Repentance And Faith. 

You must personally receive Jesus Christ (Romans 5:17 and 10:13, John 1:12). It is not enough to just 
KNOW facts about Jesus. You must receive Jesus personally in order to be a Christian and have eternal 
life. Hereõs an example: Just believing that aspirin will cure your headache will not make your pain go 
away -- you have to swallow it, to òreceiveó it, before the aspirin is effective. In the same way, 
knowing mere facts or data about Jesus alone will not save you from the penalty for your sins -- you 
must make a decision to put your trust in Him and receive Him as your saviour and Lord. 

 
The first step in this decision is repentance. Jesus preached in Mark 1:15 òRepent and believe the 
gospel.ó The word òrepentó means two things: 

1) To turn away from sin, to forsake your sinful choices. 
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2) To change your mind, as in having remorse over sin. 

The second step is to place your faith in Christ alone. We must trust in Christ PLUS NOTHING  in 
order to have a relationship with God and go to heaven. You can do that now by praying from your 
heart words such as these, òLord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner and do not deserve eternal life. But 
I believe you died and rose from the grave to purchase a place in Heaven for me. Jesus, I now repent 
and turn away from my sins and I turn in faith toward Jesus on the cross. Come into my life and take 
control of my life. I am placing my trust in You alone for my salvation, and I accept your free gift of 
eternal life.ó 

 
Have you received Jesus as your Lord and Saviour and committed your life to Him? Y e s  o r  N o ? 

 
òWhoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son 

will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him" (John 3:36) 

 
Ponder these words of D. James Kennedy as he summarizes the gospel this way: 

 
òGod is holy and we are sinful - thatõs the problem. And if that were all there were to the problem, God 
would solve it very quickly. He would send us all to hell. But God is also loving. Infinitely so. And 
because he loves us, he sent his own son into the world. And he imputed or laid upon Jesus Christ all of 
our guilt and sin. And then something which confounded me as I first learned it as a father, God poured 
out his entire wrath for sin upon his own son. And Jesus Christ in body and soul suffered infinitely in our 
behalf and paid for the penalty for our sin. As I told many-- the problem for you is simple--your sins are 
going to be punished by God. The question is, are they going to be punished on you in hell forever or on Jesus 
Christ on the cross? If you would prefer the latter, you need to abandon all trust in yourself, repent of your 
sins. Receive him into your heart as Saviour and Lord trusting in his atoning death as your only hope of 
salvation. And His promise is ôHe who trusts in me already has everlasting life.õ Thatõs the good news.ó 

 
Who Do You Say Jesus Is? 
In this chapter, you have reviewed some basic facts about Jesus. In your own words, describe or write out 
who you say Jesus is:  

Devotional Thought 
We close this lesson with a devotional thought from John 15:15. Jesus says in that verse, òI no longer call 
you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I  have called you friends, for 
everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.ó There is even a hymn called òJesus, 
What a Friend for Sinnersó which reminds of this wonderful truth. 

 
Remind yourself that Jesus is the God-man who died and rose from the dead, and is also a friend who will 
be closer to you than anyone else every day this week! 

 
May your love for Jesus grow even deeper as you think on these things! 

 
Prayer 
Close your time together by sharing some prayer requests the both of you may have. 
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Assignment for Chapter 2 
 

How can I  be sure that I  am going to Heaven? 
 
NOTE:  Do not go on to chapter 3 until you have completed and checked each of the following 
assignments: 

 

  Study and complete the material for chapter 2. 
 

  Discuss your answers to the questions in chapter 2 with the person who is discipling you. 
 

  Memorize 1 John 5:12-13, and tell it to the person who is discipling you. 
 

  Review the memory verses from last week. 
 

  John 3:16-17 òFor God so lovedéó 
  1 John 5:12-13 ò12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not 

have life. 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know 
that you have eternal life.ó 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPENING  CONVERSATION  FOR LESSON 2: What was the best thing and the worst 
thing that happened to your community this past week? 
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Chapter 2 
 

How can I  be sure that I  am going to Heaven? 
 
 

 Memorize 1 John 5:12-13 ñ òWhoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son 
of God does not have life. 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son 

of God that you may know that 
 you have eternal life.ó   

 

 
A governor of a state has the power to pardon a criminal and set him free. However, no governor has ever 
pardoned a criminal and then adopted him as a member of his family. But that is exactly what God has done 
with us! Not only has He pardoned us for our sins, but He has also adopted us into His forever family! 

 
Through grace alone, God has made you His child. As J.I. Packer has written, òAdoption is a family idea, 
conceived in terms of love, and viewing God as father. In adoption, God takes us into His family and 
fellowship and establishes us as His children and heirs. Closeness, affection and generosity are at the heart 
of the relationship. To be right with God the judge is a great thing, but to be loved and cared for by God 
the Father is even greater.ó (Knowing God, InterVarsity Press, 1973). 

 
The scriptures that will be examined in this chapter will clearly teach us that our salvation is completely 
secure and that we can never lose our adoption. As we shall see, from beginning to end, it is completely 
Godõs grace that gives us this precious sonship/daughtership with the Father. In Godõs family you have 
absolute security! 

 
We Can Know That We Are Saved 
Because our relationship is completely dependent upon Godõs grace alone, we can have 100% assurance of 
salvation - an assurance that you are Godõs child and that He will never leave you. 

 
1. Read  John 1:12-13 ñ But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 

of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God ñ and then 
answer the following questions: 

 

a) What people are spiritually born into Godõs family?     
 

b) When you received Christ, what did you become?     
 

2. Read 1 John 5:11-13 ñ  And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the 
Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son 
of God that you may know that you have eternal life ñ  and answer the following questions: 

 
a) If a person has Jesus in his life, what else does he have?    

 

b) Verse 13 says, òThese things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God in 
order that you may (circle the correct one)   hope that    feel like    try to get     know that     you have 
eternal life.ó 

 
Our salvation does not depend on our emotions, but on the Bible. Even if we donõt always FEEL like we 
are saved, we must trust the facts in the Bible that assure us that we can KNOW we have eternal life. 
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Do Not Depend Upon Emotions 
1. People respond differently to the experience of receiving Christ. Some people have very emotional 

conversions, but others do not. The Apostle Paul had a very dramatic and emotional conversion. Read 
Acts 22:6-10 about his conversion experience and write down some of the things that he experienced: 
òAs I was on my way and drew near to Damascus, about noon a great light from heaven suddenly shone around me. 7 
And I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ôSaul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?õ 8 And I answered, 
ôWho are you, Lord?õ And he said to me, ôI am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.õ 9 Now those who were 
with me saw the light but did not understand the voice of the one who was speaking to me. 10 And I said, ôWhat shall I 
do, Lord?õ And the Lord said to me, ôRise, and go into Damascus, and there you will be told all that is appointed for you 
to do.õ 

                                                                                                                                                                            
 
On the other hand, Timothyõs conversion was NOT dramatic or emotional. Read 2 Timothy 1:5 and write 
what his conversion was like: I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and 
your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 
 

Even though these two men had very different experiences, both were saved when they received Christ, 
and both received the gift of eternal life. Different personalities have different emotions. Since emotions 
vary greatly, we should not build our assurance of salvation upon them. Seeking an emotional 
experience has caused many to wonder if they are really saved. 

 
2. The Bible says: òWe walk by faith, not by sightó (2 Corinthians 5:7).  This means that we must not live 

according to what we see and feel, but according to our faith in God and in His Word. 

 
Look up and write Hebrews 11:6 here:                                                                                                   
 
 

Read John 20:24-29 ñ Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the 
other disciples told him, òWe have seen the Lord.ó But he said to them, òUnless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and 
place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.ó 26 Eight days later, his 
disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, òPeace be with you.ó 27 Then he said to Thomas, put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, 
and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.ó 28 Thomas answered him, òMy Lord and my God!ó 29 Jesus said to 
him, òHave you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.ó 

 
a) What did Thomas say he needed in order to believe? (See verse 25).     

 

 
 

b) What did Jesus say regarding Thomasõ need for proof (see verse 29)?    
 
 
 

 

c) How can this example help us when we are struggling with not òfeelingó like we are saved?    
 
 
 
 
 

Our faith must be in God and His  Word, not in our feelings. 
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Upon What Then Do We Base Our Assurance? 
The assurance of our salvation is not based on our feelings, but rather upon the authority of Godõs Word. 
We can use a helpful diagram of a truck to illustrate the relationship between the facts of the Bible, our 
faith, and our feelings. Here is a truck, with a tractor to pull it and a trailer to carry the cargo. 
 

                                                                                                                  
 

 

The facts of the Bible are the òengineó which moves the truck, both tractor and trailer, forward. The 
tractor can move forward with or without the trailer (i.e. the òfeelingsó). It would not be smart to try to 
pull the truck by the trailer (the feelings), because the truck would stop and go depending upon what the 
feelings were. Meanwhile faith guides the tractor from the driverõs seat. In the same way, we Christians should 
not depend upon feelings or emotions, but rather should place our trust in God and the promises of His 
Word. 

 
1. Does the Bible ever change?     

 

2. Do our feelings change?      
 

Martin Luther was once asked the question, òMartin, do you feel like youõre saved?ó He replied, òNo, but I 
KNOW I am.ó What Martin Luther was saying is what you know is more important that what you feel. 

 
If we put our faith and trust in the Bible which does not change, then we will be strong and stable like a 
rock. If  we put our faith in our feelings, we will be very unstable, for our faith will change whenever our 
feelings change. Remember that the truck can go forward with or without the trailer, but it is a worthless trip 
without feelings. Our salvation is based on our faith in the facts of the Bible, regardless of whether we do or 
do not have feelings when it comes to our salvation, but 

 
How Can I  Know That I  Wonõt Lose My Salvation? 
Some people think that if you sin after you are converted then you will lose your salvation. But letõs look at 
some key scriptures regarding this issue: 

 
Jesus said: òI give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. 
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's handó 
(John 10:28-29). 

 
If you will NEVER perish (in hell) then you are eternally saved. When you receive Jesus, God gives you the 
gift of eternal life, and that gift is FOREVER. Circle the correct answer to the following questions: 

 

1.   How long is eternal life? a) Until I sin b) Two days c) Forever 

2.   Who can snatch you out of the Fatherõs hand? a) Satan b) Sin c) No one 

John 6:37-39 also shows us that we cannot lose our salvation: Jesus said, òAll that the Father gives me will come to 
me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will 

of him who sent me. And this is the wil l of [the Father] who sent me, that I  shall lose none of all that he 
has given me, but raise them up at the last day." 

Feelings 

Fact 

Faith 
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Does Jesus do the Fatherõs will?    Yes         No         

 
What is the Fatherõs will?      

 

This verse tells us that Jesus will always do the Fatherõs will. The Fatherõs will is that no believer would ever 
be lost. 

 
The Bible also shows us how the Holy Spirit has a part in preventing believers from losing their salvation. 
The following verses tell us that a Christian is sealed by the Holy Spirit when he receives Christ, and that 
seal is a guarantee of our salvation: 

 

 ̋ òAnd you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 
Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Hol y Spirit, who is a 
deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession -- 
to the praise of his gloryó (Ephesians 1:13-14). 

 

 ̋ òAnd  do  not  grieve  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  with  whom  you  were  sealed  for  the  day  of 
redemptionó (Eph. 4:30). 

 

 ̋ ò[God]  set  his  seal  of  ownership  on  us,  and  put  his  Spirit  in  our  hearts  as  a  deposit, 
guaranteeing what is to comeó (2 Corinthians 1:22). 

 
Note: The Greek word òsealedó means òto be branded with an indelible mark of ownership.ó  Thus, 
the Holy Spirit òbrandsó you as Godõs eternal possession. 

 
These verses show us that when a person believes in Christ he is sealed immediately and permanently with 
the Holy Spirit. 

 
The Holy Spiritõs seal on the believer indicates: 

1. That the person belongs to God 
2. That the security of the person is permanently guaranteed (for only God can break the seal, and 

He has promised never to break the seal) 
3. That God has authority over the person 
4. That the person is guaranteed to receive the blessings that have been promised at the day of 

redemption (when we get to heaven) 

 
Just as it was Godõs power that saved you, not your own power (Eph 2:8-9), so too it is Godõs power that 
keeps you saved. Read 1 Peter 1:3-5 ñ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, 
he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time ñ and write your answers to the following questions: 

 
1. What is God keeping in heaven for us? (vs. 4)     

 

2. What is being done for us by Godõs power? (vs. 5)    

The following example will help to illustrate the promise in the verses above. Imagine that someone gave 
you 1 million dollars. The money is being kept for you in a bank on the other side of town. If you get in a 
taxi to go to that bank but the taxi crashes and you never arrive at the bank, then you will not receive the 
money. Likewise, if you arrive safely in your taxi but find that your money has been stolen by a thief, you 
also will not receive the money. Both you AND your inheritance must be protected and kept safe in order 
for you to inherit it. In 1 Peter 1:5, we see that God is protecting you and in verse 4 we see that He is 
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protecting your inheritance. Our reward is kept safely, and we are protected by God until we arrive to 
receive it. 

 
Read Romans 8:38-39 ñ For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Can anything ever separate us from the love of God? Circle: Yes No  
 
Romans 11:29 says The gifts and callings of God are irrevocable. The word òirrevocableó means òimpossible to 
retract or revokeó as in an irrevocable decision. Discuss what it means to you and your family for Godõs gifts 
to be irrevocable.  

Since Godõs gift of eternal life is irrevocable, we can never lose it. 
 
What Happens When A Christian Sins? 
Just as a man may slip while riding in a bus and fall down but not fall off the bus, likewise many true 
believers may slip and fall into sin -- but they do not fall from Godõs hand. Sinning does not mean that you 
have lost your salvation. If  you have received Jesus, God has promised to protect and keep you by His 
power until that final day when you enter into heaven. 

 
If we sin as Christians, we donõt lose our saving relationship with God, but our fellowship with Him can be 
hurt. It can be compared to a husband and wife who have an argument -- their argument doesnõt nullify 
their marriage (they are still married to each other), but their argument can hurt their fellowship with each 
other. Fellowship between a husband and wife can be restored after an argument if apologies are made and 
forgiveness is sought. In the same way, when we sin we must quickly confess our sins to God and ask for 
His forgiveness. 

 
Read 1 John 1:9 ñ If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. What does God promise to do when we confess our sins to Him? 

 

We must practice regularly confessing our sins to God in order to have close fellowship with Him. But we 
must always remember that our sins do not cause us to lose our salvation. Hebrews 13:5 says, ò. . . I will 
never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you.ó This is a promise from God! Once He has come into our life and 
made us new creations, we are adopted into His family forever. He will never let us go. 

 
Remember that our salvation is sure and can never be taken from us, and that we can know this based on 
the facts of the Bible. If you find yourself doubting your salvation because of your feelings, STOP and 
remind yourself of the words of God who has promised to save those who believe in and receive Jesus, and 
to protect them until they arrive safely in heaven. 

 
Read Hebrews 6:4-6 ñ For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly 
gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 
and then have fallen away, to restore them again to repentance, since they are crucifying once again the Son of God to their own 
harm and holding him up to contempt. 
 

1. Do you think this passage teaches that you can lose your salvation?      
 

2. Do you think this passage is a description of a believer or an unbeliever?     

In studying this passage, it becomes apparent that it is not speaking of people who have genuinely become 
born-again Christians. Rather, it is speaking about people who have been part of a Christian fellowship or 
church and have heard the gospel message, but have not truly been born again. In every church there are 
likely to be members who claim that they have received Christ but in fact not truly made a genuine 
commitment to Christ and have not received the gift of salvation. Please read a verse that follows this 
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passage from Hebrews, Hebrews 6:9. This verse says that while some people will leave the church and fall 
away, the ones who were reading those verses who were truly Christians would not fall away but would 
receive the òthings accompanying salvation.ó And what are the things accompanying salvation? Of course 
these things are eternal life and the promised inheritance being kept for us in heaven! 

 
In addition, 1 John 2:19 teaches us that a person who leaves the church or falls away was never truly a 
Christian in the first place: òThey went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, 
they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us.ó 

 
Likewise, Matthew 7:21-23 shows us that it is possible for a person who claims to be a Christian and who 
even performs miracles in the name of Jesus to actually be an unbeliever who has never become a true 
follower of Jesus Christ. òNot everyone who says to me, ôLord, Lord,õ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who 
does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, ôLord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?õ 23 And then will I declare to them, ôI 
never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.õ 

 
Perhaps the following illustration will be helpful. A man went his neighborõs farm one day, and saw a 
beautiful young mango tree growing. His neighbor offered to sell it to him, so the man bought it. His 
neighbor put the young tree in a pot and gave it to the man. For a number of days the tree continued to look 
beautiful, but after about a week, it began to turn brown. The man watered the tree and took good care of 
it, but in a few more days the tree was completely dead. The man wanted to know what had happened, so 
he pulled the tree out of the pot. He found out it had no roots. It was simply a branch that had been cut 
off and placed in a pot of dirt. It  was not truly a growing, living tree. It  was a phony! 

 
In the same way, it is possible for people in the church to look like real Christians even if they are not. Below 
the soil they have no roots. They can for a while appear to be true followers of God, even though are not 
actually rooted in Jesus Christ and are not really living, growing Christians. Judas Iscariot is an excellent 
example of a false disciple who looked like the real thing. Eventually the truth will become clear, because 
those who have not actually received Jesus into their lives will fall away from their appearance of faith. 

 
Let us review the passages we have studied that are the basis of our assurance of salvation. Jesus taught us in 
John 6 and John 10 that we can never lose our salvation. Verses in Ephesians and 2 Corinthians teach us 
that Christians are permanently sealed by the Holy Spirit. In 1 Peter we are reminded that Godõs power has 
saved us and will keep us safe until we receive the inheritance that is being kept for us in heaven. The Book 
of Romans tells us that we were predestined by God for eternal salvation from the beginning of time and 
that Godõs calling is irrevocable (cannot be changed). Would the writer of Hebrews contradict all these 
verses (and many others)? Of course not! We can stand solidly on scripture and say by Godõs grace and His 
promises, we have 100% assurance of salvation! 

 
Discussion Question 
If as a non-believer, I came to you and said: òYou say youõre going to Heaven, how do you know that?ó 
what would be your answer? 

 
Devotional Thought 
Spend some time in prayer this week thanking God for adopting you into His forever family. Thank Him 
that because of His grace, your salvation is eternally secure. 



19  

Assignment for Chapter 3 
 

What is God Like? 
 
NOTE:  Do not go on to chapter 4 until you have completed and checked each of the following 
assignments: 

 

  Study and complete the material for chapter 3. 
 

  Discuss your answers to the questions in chapter 3 with the person who is discipling you. 
 

  Memorize Exodus 15:11, and tell it to the person who is discipling you. 
 

  Review the memory verses from previous weeks. 
 

  John 3:16-17 òFor God so lovedéó 
  1 John 5:12-13 òHe who has the Sonéó    

 
 
 
 
 

 

OPENING  CONVERSATION FOR  LESSON 3: Talk about a relative of yours that 
you find interesting. What attributes does this person have that you find to be 
positive/negative? 



20  

Chapter 3 
 

What is God Like?  

Memorize Exodus 15:11 ñ Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like you, 
majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? 

 

 

What is God Like? 
The Bible teaches us that God is ONE God, but He exists as three persons. This is called the doctrine of 
the Trinity. 

 
Definitio n of the Trinity  
God eternally exists as three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Each of these three persons is fully God. 
There is one God. 

 
The doctrine of the Trinity is a difficult doctrine to understand. It is hard to fully comprehend the idea that 
there is only one God, but He exists in three unique persons. The following Bible verses explain a bit more 
about the Trinity, and about the role of each person of the Trinity. For additional verses about the Trinity, 
please see the appendix at the end of this manual. 

 
Read Deuteronomy 6:4 ñ Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  

Read Isaiah 43:10 ñ  

òYou are my witnesses,ó declares the Lord, 
òand my servant whom I have chosen, 
that you may know and believe me 
and understand that I am he. 
Before me no god was formed, 
nor shall there be any after me. 
  
How many Gods does this say there are?      
 
Now read Matthew 28:19 ñ  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
  
Who are the three persons of the Trinity according to Matthew?                                                           

All three persons of the Trinity have a part in your salvation.  

Now, read Ephesians 1:3-14 ñ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 
purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, 
in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 
10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In him we have 
obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of 
his will, 12 so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you 
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is 
the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 
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In verses 4-6, it says that God the Father òpredestined us for adoption as sons.ó The word predestined 
means òTo fix upon, decide, or decree in advance; foreordain.ó Discuss why God would be able to 
predestine our adoption?  

 

How does it make you feel to know that God loved you so much that He chose you to be part of His 
òforever-familyó even before the world began? Write down your thoughts about this: 

 
 
 
 

What did Jesus do regarding your salvation according to verses 7 and 8?   

 
 
 

In verses 13-14, it says that God the Hol y Spirit is like a òpartial paymentó which guarantees our 
inheritance in heaven. You may recall that in the previous chapter we discussed how the òsealó of the Holy 
Spirit means that the security of the believer is permanently guaranteed and the blessings that have been 
promised at the day of redemption are certain. (Note: More on the Holy Spiritõs role in our salvation will be 
discussed in Chapter 8.) 

 
Now that we have seen that all three persons of the Trinity are intimately involved in our salvation, let us 
attempt to answer the question, òWhat is God like?ó  What are some of His attributes? 

 
What Are Some Of The Attributes Of God? 
What is an attribute? An attribute is a particular characteristic or quality. In order for us to better 
understand God, it is important that we study His attributes. The more we know about who God is, the 
more we will be able to trust Him with every area of our lives. Godõs attributes are usually divided into two 
categories: transferable attributes and non-transferable attributes. Let us first study the non-transferable 
attributes of God: 

 
A. Non-Transferable Attributes 
Non-transferable attributes are attributes that belong to God only, and cannot be transferred to human 
beings. For example, humans cannot be all-knowing like God is. 

 
1) God Is Sovereign 

When we say that God is Sovereign we are saying that He controls everything that occurs. The word 
òsovereignó means òchief, highest or supreme.ó The idea of Godõs sovereignty should encourage us. It 
assures the Christian that nothing is out of Godõs control and that His plans always triumph. 

 

  Read Isaiah 46:10-11 ñ 10 declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things not yet done, 
 saying, ôMy counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,11 calling a bird of prey from the east, the man          
of my counsel from a far country. I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass; I have purposed, and I will do it. 
.   
Discuss how these verses describe Godõs sovereignty.     

 
 
 
 

An example of Godõs sovereignty can be seen in the story of Joseph in the Old Testament (Genesis 37-50). 
His brothers were jealous of him, so they sold him as a slave and he was taken to Egypt. But God was with 
Joseph and after a series of events Joseph eventually became the prime minister of Egypt, a man of very 
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great importance. When a famine came over the land, Josephõs brothers came to Egypt to get food, not 
knowing that Joseph was the prime minister. When they realized who Joseph was, they were afraid that he 
would be angry with them for the way they treated him years before. But Joseph accepted and forgave 
them, and gave them all the food they needed. Joseph said these words to his brothers, òYou meant evil 
against me, but God turned it around and used it for good.ó (Gen. 50:20). Joseph recognized Godõs 
sovereignty, and saw that God had worked even in bad situations to bring about His purposes. 

 

What impact does the knowledge of Godõs sovereignty have on our lives as Christians?  Think about the 
application of this knowledge, and reflect on what area of your life, as well as the life of your community and 
family. What could change by having a proper understanding and appreciation of this attribute? 

 
 

 
2) God Is Eternal 

There has never been a time when God did not exist. He has no beginning and He has no end. He was not 
created by anyone else. 
 
Read Psalm 90:2 ñ  Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 
from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
 
Read Revelation 1:8 ñ òI am the Alpha and the Omega,ó says the Lord God, òwho is and who was and who is to come, the 
Almighty.ó 
  
What do these verses tell us about God being eternal? 

Since God is eternal, He sees the past and future as clearly as He sees the present. Because of this, He has a 
better understanding than we do as to what is best for our lives. Knowing that He can see the past and 
future in a way that we cannot, we should be willing to trust Him with our lives. Consider how your life, or 
the life of your family and community, could be changed by having a proper understanding and appreciation 
of this attribute. Write your thoughts here                                                                                                  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Example: I  have been impatient with God about answering my prayer! I  choose today to trust His 
eternal perspective.  His  timing  is perfect, not mine.) 

 
3) God Is Omniscient (All-Knowing) 

God knows everything. He possesses all the knowledge there is to have. He does not need to attend school 
to gain knowledge. He does not increase His knowledge day by day. He already knows all that there is to 
know. He knows everything about how the universe works, and He also knows our hidden thoughts and 
feelings. 
 
Read Hebrews 4:13 ñ And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom 
we must give account.   

There are many things to think about as we consider the fact that God is all-knowing. For one thing, we 
realize that Godõs knowledge allows Him to know every one of our sins, yet He still loves us. For another, 
we must recognize that because God possesses all knowledge, we should seek Him alone -- first, through 
prayer and Bible Study and second, through consulting other godly Christians -- for wisdom and counseling. 
We should not look for advice from astrologers, which doctors, fortune-tellers, psychics, non-Christian 
counselors or anyone who is not a true follower of Jesus Christ.  

Read Isaiah 8:19 ñ And when they say to you, òInquire of the mediums and the necromancers who chirp and mutter,ó should 
not a people inquire of their God? Should they inquire of the dead on behalf of the living? 
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Read James 1:5 ñ If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be 
given him. 

Again, consider how your life, or the life of your family and community, could be changed by having a 
proper understanding and appreciation of this attribute.  Write your thoughts here:                             
____________________________________________________________________________
(Example: Because God is wiser than any human being, I  will  seek Hi s will in church and 
community affairs, not mine.)  

 
4) God Is Omnipresent (Everywhere) 

God is everywhere at the same time. There is no place in the universe where God is not present.  God does 
not have physical dimensions, but He is present everywhere as a spirit. 
 
Read Psalm 139:7-12  
Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? 8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed 
in Sheol, you are there! 9 If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 10 even there your hand hall 
lead me, and your right hand shall hold me. 11 If I say, òSurely the darkness shall cover me, and the light about me be night,ó 12 
even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day, for darkness is as light with you. 
 
Read Jeremiah 23:24. Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill 

heaven and earth? declares the LORD. 
 
What do these verses tell us about God being everywhere? 

 

It is foolish to think that we can hide from God. Jonah tried to run and hide from God but God knew 
where he was. At every moment, God knows just where we are and what we are doing. Likewise, we are 
never lost to God. He is always watching over us and caring for us. When we feel lonely or frightened, we 
can be sure that God is with us. 

Consider how your life, or the life of your family and community could be changed by having a proper 
understanding and appreciation of this attribute and write your thoughts here:                                              

_________________________________________________________________________________  
(Example: God knows my deepest, darkest sin.  Because He is everywhere, I  cannot hide from him. Yet, 
despite all this, H e still forgives me and unconditionally loves me!  Today I  choose to be completely 
open and honest with Hi m regarding confession of sin.  Confession is not letting God in on a little  
secret, it  is agreeing with God that what I  have done is wrong.) 

 
5) God Is Omnipotent (All Powerful) 

God has infinite power, more than enough strength to do all things. He does not need anything or anybody 
to give Him power or help. He has so much power that He created the universe with only His words (see 
Genesis chapter 1). He gave us salvation not by our own power, but by His, because the gospel is the 
power of God unto salvation (Romans 1:16). Likewise, because God is all-powerful, nothing can take a 
believer out of His care -- the Christian is kept safe and secure in his salvation. Another wonderful benefit 
of being a Christian is that Godõs infinite power is at work within us, to help us throughout our lives 
(Ephesians 3:20).  Because of this, we have a source of strength when we are weak, and we can be assured 
that His power can triumph over any circumstance that we face. 
 
Read Jeremiah 32:17ñ ôAh, Lord God! It is you who have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and by 
your outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard for you.  
 

Read 1 Chronicles 29: 11-12 ñ Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the 
majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head 
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above all. 12 Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in your hand 
it is to make great and to give strength to all. 
 
Read Ephesians 3:20 ñ Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the 
power at work within us, 
 
What do these verses say about Godõs power? Write your thoughts here: 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

As before, consider what areas of your life, or that of your family or community, could change by having a  
proper understanding and appreciation of this attribute. Write your thoughts here:     

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6) God Is Immutable (Unchanging) 

God does not change. He is the same every day. He is immutable. Although He has existed from the 
beginning of time, His character and abilities and attributes remain unchanged. The God that we see 
throughout the pages of the Old Testament and later the New Testament is just the same today. 
 
Read these three verses that tell us about the unchanging nature of God:  
Malachi 3:6 ñ For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 
 
James 1:17ñEvery good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change.  
  
Hebrews 13:8 ñ Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

 
Knowing that God does not change is a comforting thing for a Christian. Everything else in this world and 
life changes--our families, friends, jobs, societies, even our governments change--but our God does not 
change. Because God does not change, His Word does not change, but remains true and trustworthy. The 
Bible contains over 7000 thousand promises for those who are Christians, and God can be trusted to keep 
those promises. In addition to Godõs promises remaining unchanged, all the blessings and curses written in 
the Bible also still apply. 
 
 As before consider what areas of your life or that of your family or community could change by having a    
proper understanding and appreciation of this attribute. Write your thoughts here:     
 

 

(Example: The Bible contains thousands of promises that God has made to Hi s people.  I  choose 
today to trust Hi m for Hi s reliabilit y and faithfulness.  Iõve been meaning to memorize Hi s promise 
in Lamentations 3:22-25.  Iõll start today.) 
 

B. Transferable Attributes 
Unlike non-transferable attributes, transferable attributes are not found exclusively in God. Although He is 
the source and embodiment and perfection of these attributes, they can also be transferred (given) to us by 
God. 
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1) God Is Holy  

What do the two verses below tell us about God? Discuss your answer during your fellowship. 

Read Isaiah 6:3 ñ And one called to another and said: òHoly, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;  the whole earth is full of his 

glory!ó  

Read Revelation 4:8 ñ And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and 

day and night they never cease to say, òHoly, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!ó  
 

The word òholyó means to be set apart or separated. God is holy because He is separated/set apart from 
everything that is unclean or unholy. Godõs holiness means that He is perfect, spotless, without blemish. He is 
completely without sin, and it is impossible for Him to do anything that is wrong. 

 
Because God is holy, He demands holiness from His children. We cannot enter heaven unless we are holy 
and without sin. This holiness is impossible for us to achieve on our own -- the high standard God has set 
for us shows us that salvation is only possible through faith in God. 
 
Read Colossians 1:22 ñ he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless 
and above reproach before him. Because of Jesusõ death, what is our position in Godõs eyes? List three things below 
 

 
1)                                                                     2)                                                                 3)  

 

Jesusõ death on our behalf has made us holy.  In the New Testament, Christians are called òsaintsó 45 times 
(e.g. Colossians 1:2; Romans 1:7). The Greek word for òsaintó means òholy one.ó If you are a believer in 
Jesus, then you are a saint because you have been made holy by the blood of Jesus. 

 
Because we are called holy, we must live according to what we are called. We need to be separated and set 
apart from sin in this impure world. Ephesians 5:3 says that we should stay away from òany kind of 
impurity . . . because these are improper for Godõs holy people.ó While it is impossible in this world for us to 
be completely without sin as God is, we should do our best to avoid sin and to live holy lives. 
 

The area of my life that could change by having a proper understanding and appreciation of this attribute is:   

 

 
 
(Example:  Each  day  I  will  ask  God  to  help  me  keep  my  mind  on  pure  and  holy  thoughts 
(Philippians 4:8), since I  have been called out and set apart by Him).  

 
2) God Is Love 

God is perfect, infinite love.  A beautiful passage in the Bible that speaks of the love of God is 1 John 4:8-
16 ñ 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have 
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify 
that the Father has sent his Son to be the Saviour of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides 
in him, and he in God. 16 So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever 
abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 

 
a.  What do verses 8 and 16 tell us that God is?     
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b. What does Romans 8:38-39 tell us about Godõs love for us? For I am sure that neither death nor life, 
nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord ñ note your 
thoughts below: 

 
 
 
 
 

As a Christian, you can rest secure in the deep love of God. There is nothing you can do to make God love 
you anymore. There is nothing you can do to make God love you any less. Even though we do not 
deserve it, Godõs love is given to us freely and abundantly. 

 
It is important to note that love is not simply a òfeeling.ó Rather, the Bible makes it clear that love is an 
ACTION. In 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, we find 16 verbs telling us that love is always an action. John 3:16 says 
that òGod so loved the world that He GAVE...ó Love always gives. 

 
Because we have experienced Godõs self-sacrificing love, we have the capacity to demonstrate this love to 
others. We must not only love those whom we feel deserve our love, but remembering that God loves us 
even though we do not deserve it, we should love others even when they donõt deserve it (see Luke 6:27- 
36). 
 
The area of my life that could change by having a proper understanding and appreciation of this attribute is: 

 
 
 
 

(Example: I  will  òpreach the gospel to myselfó each day and remind myself that by virtue of the blood of 
Christ, I  am loved and forgiven more than I  could ever imagine.  Knowing that I  have been forgiven 
much and am loved much, I  wil l also forgive and love others, even those who are the most difficul t to 
love.) 

3) God Is Just 
God is absolutely just. It  is impossible for Him to do anything that is unfair. He never shows partiality, but 
is fair in all His judgments. 
 
What is God called in 2 Timothy 4:8? Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.  
 
 
What does Psalm 89:14 say is the foundation of Godõs throne? Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your 
throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go before you.   

 
 

Godõs justice is most applicable in the area of judgment. When people stand before God to be judged, 
they will receive full and fair justice. This is a comfort to those who have experienced wrong in life, 
since God will punish the wrong-doers. It  is also a warning for those who have been doing evil, because 
their deeds will be judged. As believers in Jesus, we can be assured that although our deeds on earth will 
be judged impartially (1 Peter 1:17), we ourselves will escape the wrath of Godõs judgment because we 
have been made holy through the blood of Jesus. 

Read 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 ñ This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the 
kingdom of God, for which you are also sufferingñ6 since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 
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7 and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels 8 
in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 
They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 10 when 
he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you 
was believed ñ and answer the following questions about Godõs judgment: 

 
a) What will God do when He judges those who have caused you trouble? (vs. 6)      

 
 

b) What will God do for those who have been troubled? (vs. 7)      
 
 

c) What will be the result of Godõs judgment for those who have not put their faith in Jesus? 

(vs. 8-9)    

Since our desire is to imitate God, we should be careful not to show unfair favoritism or partiality in our 
relationships with others. We should treat people in a just manner. We should also remember that it is not 
our responsibility to avenge the wrongs done to us, but instead we must forgive and leave justice to God 
(Deut. 32:35). 

The area of my life that could change by having a proper understanding and appreciation of this attribute is:  
 
 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Example: Today, I  wil l start trusting Godõs justice and stop depending upon my understanding 
when things seem unfair.) 

 
4) God Is Truth  

It is impossible for God to lie (see Titus 1:2), because God is absolute truth. Man is constantly searching 
for truth, but sadly man usually looks for truth in sources other than God. In John 14:6 Jesus said, òI am 
the Truth.ó It is only in God and His Word that truth can be found. 

 
What does Jesus tell us about truth in John 8:32 ñ and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.ó 

 

When a person comes to Jesus Christ his search for truth ends, and true freedom begins. If we have Jesus 
in our life, we have the Truth in our life.  Because God is truth, we can also be assured that His Word, the 
Bible, is truthful and completely trustworthy. Since we have the Truth in our lives and the Bible to direct 
us, we must always do our best to be truthful in all things. When we tell a lie, it is like scraping our 
fingernails on a blackboard before the holy ears of God. He disdains it! Proverbs 12:22 says that lying is an 
òabomination.ó 

The area of my life that could change by having a proper understanding and appreciation of this attribute is:  
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Example: I  will  try to be a truth-teller is all situations.  By Godõs grace, I  wil l stop excusing my habit 
of exaggeration, and seek to be truthful in all things.  I  will  start calling lying exactly what it  is: sin.) 

 
Other transferable attributes include righteousness, faithfulness, mercy, patience plus others. So then to 
review: 
 
 

 



28  

Non-Transferable Attributes Transferable Attributes*  
Sovereign Holy 
Eternal / Self-Existent Perfect Love 
Omniscient (all-knowing) Just 
Omni-Present (everywhere at once) Truth 
All-Powerful Righteous 
Unchanging Faithful 

Merciful 
Patient 

 
(*only in the sense that we can attain some measure of Godõs character.) 

 
C. The Names of God 
Proverbs 18:10 says, òThe name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.ó In order 
to be able to fully understand the òstrong toweró of the name of the Lord, it is important to know His 
names. 

 
God has many names which are revealed to us in the Bible. Each of these names tells us something about 
who He is and describes some of His attributes. Some of His names are given by God Himself to reveal 
who He is. Other names are given by the saints of the Old Testament. Studying Godõs names helps us to 
know Him better and trust Him more completely. Following are some of the names of God in the original 
Hebrew of the Old Testament. 

 
1) Elohim: This name means òCreator Godó (see Exodus 3:6). It  is given by God Himself and 

used many times throughout the Old Testament. This name reminds us that God is the powerful 
creator of the universe. 

2) Jehovah: This name means òI Am Who I Amó or òThe Self-Existent Oneó (see Exodus 3:14 
and 6:2-4), and is used 6,823 times in the Old Testament. This name reminds us that God exists 
by His own power. He was not created, but has existed from the beginning of time. This 
name was considered to be SO HOLY that scribes who made copies of the Old Testament 
scriptures would treat the name òJehovahó in a very special manner. They would stop writing, 
wash their hands, and then pick up a writing instrument used only to write the name òJehovah.ó After 
writing the name, they would then pick up their other writing instrument and continue to copy the 
scriptures. 

3) Jehovah Jireh: This name means òThe Lord Will Provideó (see Genesis 22:14). It  reminds us 
that God will provide for our needs. 

4) Jehovah Nissi: This name means òThe Lord is My Banneró (see Exodus 17:15), and reminds us 
that God is our banner of victory in the battle. His name is the banner we hold before us as we 
fight against our enemy, Satan. 

5) Jehovah Tsidkenu: This name means òThe Lord is My Righteousnessó (see Jeremiah 23:6, 2 
Corinthians 5:21 and Romans 3:22). It reminds us that it is only through God the Son, Jesus, that 
we can be righteous. 

6) Jehovah Raah: This name means òThe Lord Is My Shepherdó (see Psalm 23:1 and John 10:14). 
It  reminds us of Godõs gentle care and guidance. 

7) Jehovah Shalom: This name means òThe Lord Is My Peaceó (see Judges 6:24 and Ephesians 
2:14). It  reminds us that God can give us peace and quiet the storms in our life. 

8) Jehovah Rapha: This name means òThe Lord is My Healeró (see Exodus 15:26). It  reminds us 
that it is through the death of Jesus that we are spiritually healed from the stain of our sins. It also 
reminds us that God has the power to heal our physical illnesses when it is within His plan for our 
life. 

9) Jehovah Mekoddishkem: This name means òThe Lord is My Sanctifieró (see Exodus 31:13). The 
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word òsanctifyó means to set apart or make holy, so this name reminds us that God makes us holy 
in His sight. 

10) Jehovah Shammah: This name means òThe Lord Is Thereó (see Ezekiel 48:35). It  reminds us 
that even when we feel all alone in times of pain or difficulty, we are never really alone because 
God is always there with us. 

11) El Elyon: This name means òThe God Most Highó (see Genesis 14:20 and Psalm 78:35), and 
reminds us that God is higher than Satan, angels and all creation. He is the most high ruler over 
everybody and everything. 

12) El Roi: This name means òThe God Who Seesó (see Genesis 16:13). It  reminds us that 
God sees everything that happens to us, and even sees and knows our thoughts and worries. 

13) El Shaddai: This name means òThe Mighty Godó (see Genesis 17:1), and reminds us that God is 
powerful and òable to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagineó (Eph. 3:20). Because the 
word òShadó means òbreastó in Hebrew, El Shaddai could also refer to the God who feeds and 
nurtures and comforts us. 

14) Adonai: This name means òMy Lordó (see Genesis 15:2), and reminds us that all areas of our lives 
need to be submitted to Godõs lordship. 

 
Devotional Thought: Take 15 minutes and pray together with the person who is discipling you. Give 
praise to God for some of Godõs attributes that you studied in this chapter, naming them one by one. Bring 
any prayer requests you have before Him, using the names that remind you of His ability to handle your 
requests. (For example: If you are experiencing anxiety/  worry -- call upon the name of Jehovah Shalom.) 
Practice using Godõs names in your own prayer times this week. 
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Assignment for Chapter 4 
 

How Should I  Study The Bible? 
 
NOTE:  Do not go on to chapter 5 until you have completed and checked each of the following 
assignments: 

 

  Study and complete the material for chapter 4. 
 

  Discuss your answers to the questions in chapter 4 with the person who is discipling you. 
 

  Make sure you have completed the chart on page 40 with your Bible study plan, and have discussed 
this with the person who is discipling you. 

 

  Memorize the hand illustration on page 36 and tell it to the person who is discipling you. 
 

  Memorize Psalm 119:9-11, and tell it to the person who is discipling you. 
 

  Memorize the names of the first 14 books of the New Testament (Matthew through 2 
Thessalonians), and tell them to the person who is discipling you. 

 

  Review the memory verses from previous weeks. 
 

  John 3:16-17 òFor God so lovedéó 
  1 John 5:12-13 òHe who has the Sonéó 
  Exodus 15:11 òWho among the Godséó 
  Psalm 119:9-11 òHow can a young manéó 

 
 
 
 
 
 

OPENING  CONVERSATION  FOR LESSON 4: When you pick up the newspaper, which 
section do you tend to read first? 
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Part Two: The Disciplines of a Christian 
 

Chapter 4 
 

How Should I  Study The Bible? 
 
Memorize Psalm 119:9-11 ñ How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it 
according to your word. 10 With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your 
commandments! 11 I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against 
you. 

 
A. The Importance Of The Bible 
The Bible is the foundational element of the Christian life. In no other way does God reveal as much of 
Himself as He does through the Bible, and it is from the Bible that we learn all of the basics for living as a 
Christian. As God speaks to us through His Word, we come to know Him and to understand and obey His 
principles for life and ministry. The Bible is not an ordinary book, but is òliving and activeó (Hebrews 4:12). 
In a very special way the Bible is a supernatural book, and reading and interacting with it changes us for the 
good. A thorough knowledge of the Bible is vital as we strive to follow after God. 

 
B. What Makes The Bible So Unique? 
The Bible is unique -- it is not like any other book. As we study its uniqueness, we come to the conclusion 
that it is not an ordinary book written by men, but that it must be truly the Word of God. Let us look at 
some of the ways in which it is unique: 

 
1) I t is different in its nature from all other books 

Most books are written within one or two years by just one author, but the Bible is vastly different 
from all other books. It  consists of sixty-six different books, written by 44 different writers, in three 
different languages, written on 3 continents (Africa, Asia and Europe) under different circumstances. 
The writers were from almost every social rank -- statesmen, peasants, kings, herdsmen, 
fishermen, priests, tax-collectors, and tentmakers; educated and uneducated, Jews and Gentiles. 
Most of the writers were unknown to each other, and they wrote at various periods over the span of 
about 1600 years. This is amazing in itself, but the most incredible thing is that despite the 
tremendous variety of writers and the time span over which the Bible was written, it is one unified 
book dealing with one main subject, the subject of manõs redemption by God. 

 
2) I t is the only book that is òGod-breathedó 

Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17 ñ All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. 
What does this verse say about where scripture came from?   

Since the New Testament was originally written in Greek, it can be helpful to look up the meaning 
of the original Greek words in order to better understand the meaning of a verse. The word 
òinspiredó in Greek literally means òGod-breathed.ó This indicates that the Bible has been 
BREATHED OUT by the breath of God. As God breathed out the words, man wrote them 
down. God is the source and ultimate author of Scripture. The word for òmovedó means to òbe 
driven or carried by the wind,ó like wind moving a sail boat (cf. Acts 27:15,17). The writers of 
scripture were carried along/driven as the Holy Spirit breathed on them. 
 
Read 2 Peter 1:20-21 ñ knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own 
interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit.  Write down where prophecies in scripture come from:                                                         
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3) It  is the only book that teaches complete forgiveness of sin 
 Other religious books, such as the Koran and others, DO NOT teach that man can be completely 

forgiven by God. The Bible is the only book that teaches that we can be completely forgiven by 
God. 

 
4) I t is the only book with fulfilled prophecy 
 Another thing that sets the Bible apart from all other religious books is that it has fulfilled prophecy. 

Hundreds of prophecies given in the Bible have already been fulfilled. An example of a fulfilled 
prophecy is given below: 

 
Look up and read Ezekiel 26:4-14, which was written about 586 B.C. It says: 
1) Tyre would be destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar (vs. 4 and 7) 
2) It would be leveled into a slab of rock as the buildings are torn down and thrown into the 

sea (vs. 14). 
3) Fishing nets would be spread across the slabs of rock (vs. 14). 
4) It  would never be rebuilt (vs. 14). 

 
Any reference encyclopedia or Wikipedia will tell you that: 
1) Tyre was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in a 13 year siege (585 to 572 B.C.) 
2) Alexander the Great leveled it in 332 B.C. and threw all the debris into the sea. 
3) Some encyclopedias even show a picture of the great slabs of stones where the fisherman 

spread out their fishing nets. 
4) Never rebuilt: It was "reduced almost to ashes--a blow from which it has never fully 

recovered." Encyclopedia Americana, Vol. 27, page 331. 

 
Ezekielõs prophecy was completely accurate! 

 
This is just one example, but there are hundreds of others. There are 332 prophecies in the Old 
Testament about the coming Messiah and all of these were fulfilled by Jesus (see page 9 for some of 
the prophecies that Jesus fulfilled). 

 
Read Deuteronomy 18:21-22 ñ And if you say in your heart, ôHow may we know the word that the Lord has not 
spoken?õñ22 when a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a 
word that the Lord has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him. What does 
this passage tell us about how to determine if God has spoken?  We know that God has spoken 
because His words come true! There is no possible way that the prophecies written in the Bible could 
have come true by chance or coincidence alone. The reason the prophecies came true is because the 
Bible is the Word of God, who knew the future long before it happened. 

 
No other religious book has fulfilled prophecy like the Bible. If a person really wants to know which 
book is Godõs word, then he must set aside ALL books which do not have fulfilled prophecy. Thus, 
the ONLY book which qualifies as the word of God is the BIBLE. 

5)  I t is supported by archaeological evidence 
In addition to the above reasons, we can believe the Bible because archaeology (the science of finding 
and studying what is left of ancient cities and cultures) has agreed with what the Bible says. For 
example, in 1936 an archeologist named Dr. John Garstang, from Britain, was doing some research on 
the remains of the ancient city of Jericho. He concluded that the walls did òfall down flató as it says in 
Joshua 6:20. In addition, the city was clearly destroyed by fire (Joshua 6:24). Finally, he concluded 
that the date of this destruction was about 1400 B.C. Every one of his unbiased scientific conclusions 



33  

coincided exactly with what the Bible says in Joshua 6. 

 
C. How Can I  Know The Bible Better? 

Since the Bible is Godõs Word, it is important that we know it well. There are 
5 different methods for knowing the Bible -- hearing, reading, studying, 
memorizing and meditating on the scriptures. The following diagram, which is 
used with permission from the Navigators, compares these five methods of 
learning the Bible to the five fingers of your hand. If you hold the Bible with 
only one or two fingers, it is easy to lose your grip. 
But as you use more fingers, your grasp of the Bible 
becomes stronger. Likewise, when we hear, read, 
study, memorize and meditate on the Word of God, 

our grasp of the Bible becomes stronger so we can more effectively apply it to 
our lives. 

 

 
1)  Hear the Bible 

It is important to hear the Word of God preached on a regular basis. It is 
also important to pay attention to what we hear, and to remember it. Most Christians hear the Word of 
God preached, but only a few  remember what they hear. To help remember what we hear, we should 
take notes on the sermons we hear on Sundays. 
 
Look up Romans 10:17 and write it here:    
 
 
 
     

Read Luke 8:15 ñ As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good 
heart, and bear fruit with patience.  

Read Luke 11:28 ñ But he said, òBlessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!ó  

From these passages what can we tell about the kind of heart God wants for us when we hear the Word? 
And whom does Jesus say will be blessed?                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                              

2) Read the Bible 
I t is important to spend some time every day reading the Bible. Read Deut. 17:19 ñ And it shall be with him, 
and he shall read in it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God by keeping all the words of this law 
and these statutes, and doing them ñ and then list the reasons why we should read the Bible daily:      
                                                                                                                                                                         

 

Look up and write out Revelation 1:3 in your own words.      

                                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                 
 

3) Study the Bible 
Studying is more than just careful reading. Studying involves spending the time to try to learn more about the 
verses we are reading, writing down what we discover as we read, and applying what we have learned to our 
lives. It is a good idea to have a special notebook to write the things you learn as you study the Word of God. 

 
What should be our goal in studying the Bible? See 2 Timothy 2:15 ñ  Do your best to present yourself to God 
as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. 
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When you are studying a passage of scripture, you should always begin with prayer, asking God to help you to 
understand what you are studying. Following that, you should do three main things: 

 
a. Observe - At first just read through the passage, making general observations on what it is about. 

Ask questions like, òWho, What, Where, When and Why?ó 
b. Interpret - Read the passage again slowly, verse by verse, thinking about the meaning. If you 

have other books available (like commentaries, Bible dictionaries, etc.), you can use those to 
help you learn more about the passage. 

c. Apply - Think about how this passage might apply to your own life. Ask yourself: 
Is there any . . . Example to follow? Lesson to learn? Command to obey? Sin to forsake? 
Error to avoid? Wrong to heal? Promise to claim? Prayer to pray? Reason to give thanks or praise? Thought about 
God for me to understand? Pray that God would help you to follow what the Word of God has said. 
Using the method outlined above, spend 10 or 15 minutes studying Jeremiah 17:5-8. 

 
Thus says the Lord: 
òCursed is the man who trusts in man 
and makes flesh his strength, 
whose heart turns away from the Lord. 
6 He is like a shrub in the desert, 
and shall not see any good come. 
He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, 
in an uninhabited salt land. 
7 òBlessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, 
whose trust is the Lord. 
8 He is like a tree planted by water, 
that sends out its roots by the stream, 
and does not fear when heat comes, 
for its leaves remain green, 
and is not anxious in the year of drought, 
for it does not cease to bear fruit.ó 

 

To further help you in your Bible study, the following books are strongly recommended for your long- 
term investment: 
The Reformation Study Bible or the MacArthur Study Bible (both by Nelson Publishers) 
The Hebrew-Greek Key Study Bible (AMG Publishers, edited by Spiros Zodhiates) 
Halleyõs Bible Handbook (Zondervan Press) 
Ungerõs Bible Dictionary (Moody Press) 
Strongõs Concordance (Royal Publishers) 
In addition, many excellent Bible study tools can be found on the internet. 

 
4) Memorize the Bible 

Review Psalm 119:11, which is your memory verse for this chapter. What does it say we should do with 
the Word of God?    

 

Read Matthew 4:1-11. How did Jesus overcome Satanõs three temptations?  

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after fasting forty days and forty 
nights, he was hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to him, òIf you are the Son of God, command these stones to 
become loaves of bread.ó 4 But he answered, òIt is written, 

òôMan shall not live by bread alone, 

but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.õó 

1. Observe: What is this passage about?     
__________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________ 
 
2. Interpret: What is the meaning of this passage?    
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
3. Apply: How can I apply this passage to my life?     
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
___ 
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5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6 and said to him, òIf you are the Son 
of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 

òôHe will command his angels concerning you,õ and 

òôOn their hands they will bear you up, 

lest you strike your foot against a stone.õó 

7 Jesus said to him, òAgain it is written, ôYou shall not put the Lord your God to the test.õó 8 Again, the devil took him 
to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to him, òAll these 
I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.ó 10 Then Jesus said to him, òBe gone, Satan! For it is written, 

òôYou shall worship the Lord your God 

and him only shall you serve.õó 

11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 
 

5) Meditating On The Bible 
Note how the thumb is the most important finger for grasping an object.  Without a thumb, you cannot hold 
the object tightly. Likewise, meditating on the Bible is necessary in order to have a good grasp of the Bible. 

What is meditation? The Hebrew word for òmeditationó is related to the word òruminationó which means 
òto chew repeatedly for an extended period of time.ó Thus, one definition of biblical meditation is 
òconstantly chewing over the Word of God until we can digest all of the good things it contains.ó It is 
prayerful reflection with the goal of understanding and applying what we have read and studied. Meditation 
involves thinking about what we are learning from Godõs Word, and praying that God would conform our 
lives to be obedient to what His Word teaches. Read the following verses and write what blessings come to a 
person who meditates on Godõs Word: 
 
Psalm 1:1-3 
Blessed is the man 
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
2 but his delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and on his law he meditates day and night. 
3 He is like a tree 
planted by streams of water 
that yields its fruit in its season, 
and its leaf does not wither. 
In all that he does, he prospers. 

 
 
  Describe the blessings as described in Psalms and Joshua:                                                                                                                                 
 

Someone has said, "If  you know how to worry, then you know how to meditate!" Worry is simply negative 
meditation! Instead of thinking over and over again about something negative, why not meditate on the 
positive promises of God's word? Let THAT go over and over in your head instead. Here are just a few 
ways to meditate on scripture: 

 
1) Spend time praying about how to apply what you read to your life. 
2) Personalize the passage by putting your own name into it (for example John 3:16: òGod so 

loved ME that he gave his only Son, so that if I believe in him I will not perish but have 
everlasting life.ó) 

3) Sing a song with words from the Bible, thinking about the meaning of the words and making 
your song a prayer. 

Joshua 1:8 τ This Book of the Law shall not 
depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on 
it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
according to all that is written in it. For then you 
will make your way prosperous, and then you will 
have good success. 
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D. Making A Bible Study Plan 
Have you ever had a broken finger? Itõs hard to hold onto anything. Likewise, if just one area of your 
òspiritual fingersó is òbrokenó, your understanding and growth are compromised. Of the five fingers 
(Hearing, Reading, Studying, Memorizing, and Meditating), which is your weakest finger? Which is your 
strongest?  How do you plan to increase your strength in the area(s) where you are weak? In order to improve 
in your weak areas, it is good to set goals for yourself. Use the chart below to analyze your current habits and 
to set new goals. 

 
Method What I  am doing now My plans to improve 

Hearing the Word   

Reading the Word   

Studying the Word   

Memorizing the Word   

Meditating on the Word   
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Assignment for Chapter 5 
 

How Should I  Pray? 
 
NOTE:  Do not go on to chapter 6 until you have completed and checked each of the following 
assignments: 

 

  Study and complete the material for chapter 5. 
 

  Discuss your answers to the questions in chapter 5 with the person who is discipling you. 
 

  Memorize 1 John 5:14, and tell it to the person who is discipling you. 
 

  Memorize the names of the last 13 books of the New Testament (1 Timothy through Revelation), and 
tell them to the person who is discipling you. 

 

  Review the goals for Bible study you established at the end of chapter 4 on page 40. 
How did you do this past week in meeting your goals? 

 

  Review the memory verses from previous weeks, and review the names of the first 14 books of the New 
Testament. 

 

  John 3:16-17 òFor God so lovedéó 
  1 John 5:12-13 òHe who has the Sonéó 
  Exodus 15:11 òWho among the Godséó 
  Psalm 119:9-11 òHow can a young manéó 
  1 John 5:14 òThis is the confidenceéó 

 

 
 
 

OPENING  CONVERSATION  FOR LESSON 5: Describe a time in your life when God gave 
you a very clear answer to your prayer. 
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Chapter 5 

How Should I  Pray?  
 

Memorize 1 John 5:14ñ And this is the confidence that we have toward 
him, that if  we ask anything according to his will he hears us.   

 

 

Prayer is intimate fellowship with God. It is essential to our worship, growth, and maturity. Just as earthly 
relationships need communication in order to grow and mature, your relationship with God grows and 
matures through the discipline of prayer. 

 
"The  greatest tragedy of life is not unanswered prayer, but unoffered prayer."  F.B. Meyer 

 
A. Why Do We Pray? 

1) Prayer glorifies God (John 14:13). 
2) God commands us to pray (1 Thessalonians 5:17). 
3) Prayer allows us to communicate with God and have fellowship with Him (Proverbs 15:8). 
4) Jesus Christ made prayer a priority in His life (Matthew 14:23 and 26:36). 
5) Prayer achieves results for the glory of God (Luke 18:1). 
6) Prayer helps us achieve spiritual growth (Jude verse 20). 
7) Prayer is the tangible expression of our complete dependence upon God. (Mat. 6:11) 
8) Prayer replaces our anxiety with Godõs peace (Philippians 4:6-7). 

 
Jerry Bridges has written these words, òWe may assent to the fact that we are dependent on Christ, but if 
our prayer life is meager or perfunctory, we thereby deny it.ó (The Discipline of Grace, InterVarsity Press, 
p.137). 

 
B. To Whom Do We Pray? 
Because of the death of Jesus Christ on our behalf, we are able to have a personal relationship with God. 
This personal relationship allows us to pray directly to God. Through the blood of Jesus we are His 
children (John 1:12-13; Hebrews 4:14-16) and we are holy in His eyes (Colossians 1:22), and because of this 
we have the privilege of directly communicating with Him.  We do not have to go through Mary, an angel, 
or one of the saints in order to talk to God. 

 
There are many churches that teach that we can pray to God through one of the saints, an angel, or 
through Mary. These churches teach that the saints or Mary or angels can òintercedeó for us by taking our 
prayer to God the Father on our behalf. Is this idea biblical? To answer that question, we must look at the 
word òintercede.ó 

 
First of all, the word òintercessionó or òintercedeó (which means òto ask or plead on behalf of another 
personó) occurs only eleven times in the Bible. Of those eleven verses: 

 

 Four speak about Jesus making intercession for us (Rom. 8:34; Heb. 4:14-16 and 7:25; Isaiah. 

53:12] 

 Two speak about the Holy Spirit making intercession on our behalf (Romans 8:26 and 27). 

 Five speak about a human making intercession to God on behalf of another human. 
(However, every example in the Bible where a human intercedes for another human occurs while 
the person is ALIV E here on earth.  For example: Gen. 23:8, 1 Sam. 7:5, 1 Kings. 13:6, 1 Sam. 
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12:23, 1 Tim. 2:1. In the entire Bible, there is not ONE example of someone who is dead making 
intercession for someone here on earth.) 

 
It is clear that there is no example in the Bible of prayers being made through a person who has 
died. Rather, the Bible says time and time again that God is the one who personally hears and 
answers our prayers. 

 
Many people believe that since Mary was the mother of Jesus, she has a special relationship with Him 
in heaven, and can therefore bring our prayers before Him. But there is no place in the Bible where we 
are told to pray to Mary. Jesus himself did not give His mother any special status over any other 
obedient Christian.  
 
Read Matthew 12:46-50 ñ While he was still speaking to the people, behold, his mother and his brothers stood outside, 
asking to speak to him. 48 But he replied to the man who told him, òWho is my mother, and who are my brothers?ó 49 
And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, òHere are my mother and my brothers! 50 For whoever does the 
will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.ó  Who does Jesus say is his mother (and brother 
and sister)? 

 
It is certainly true that Mary was a very godly woman who was blessed with the very special privilege 
and honor of being the human mother of the Son of God. However, Mary was not God, she had no 
special powers, and she was not given the position of mediator between God and humans. 

 
Who is the only mediator that we have? Look up the following verse and give your 
answer: 

1 Timothy 2:5  
 ___
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Bible makes it clear that we should pray directly to God. When Jesus was asked by His disciples, 
òTeach us to pray,ó He told them to pray to God the Father (Matthew 6:9). There are also examples in the 
Bible of praying directly to Jesus (Acts 7:59, 2 Corinthians 12:8-9). Generally speaking, a Christian prays 
TO the Father, THROUGH Jesus Christ, BY the power of the Holy Spirit. Attempting to pray to God 
through any other mediator is not biblical. 

 
C. What Are The Four Parts Of Prayer? 
There are four main elements that should be included in our prayers in order to have a balanced prayer life. 
You can easily remember these four elements from the acrostic òA-C-T-Só which stands for adoration, 
confession, thanksgiving and supplication. 

 
1) Adoration: Praise God not for what He has done for you, but 

simply for who He is. A good way to practice adoration is by praising 
God using His various names and attributes (see chapter 3). 

 
Read the following verses to see why God is worthy of our adoration: 

 
1 Chronicles 29:11-12 ñ Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the 
glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is 
yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. 12 
Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power 
and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.  
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Psalm 145:1-6 ñ 
1 I will extol you, my God and King,  
and bless your name forever and ever. 
2 Every day I will bless you 
and praise your name forever and ever. 
3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, 
and his greatness is unsearchable. 
4 One generation shall commend your works to another, 
and shall declare your mighty acts. 
5 On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 
and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 
6 They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds, 
and I will declare your greatness. 

 

2) Confession: The Greek word for òconfessó means òto say the same thing.ó God calls ours sins 
abominations. We need to say the same thing about our sins as we confess them one by one 
before God; that is, we need to agree with God that our sins are terrible. We also need to ask Him 
to forgive us for the sins we cannot remember or are not aware of. Remember that God knows all 
of our sins. 

 
Why is confession important?  

Psalm 32:3-5          Psalm 66:18                

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 John 1:9   

 
 
 
 
 
 

3) Thanksgiving: Express thanks for everything which God has given you. Give thanks even in the 
painful experiences and ask God to help you see the purposes for it (1 Thessalonians 5:18). 

 
  Read Psalm 107:1 and 8. 1 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 

      for his steadfast love endures forever!  
           8 Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love, 
      for his wondrous works to the children of man!    

( What are some ways that you have seen Godõs loving kindness in your life? 
 

4) Supplication: Present your requests to God.  This part of prayer asks God to provide for your 
needs and the needs of others. What are some things we should ask God for? 

Note: A good way to pray with adoration 
is to read a psalm such as 145, pausing 
after each verse to personally praise God 
for what you just read. 

If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, 
the Lord would not have listened. 

3 For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away 
through my groaning all day long. 
4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;  
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 
Selah 
5 I acknowledged my sin to you, 
and I did not cover my iniquity; 
I said, òI will confess my transgressions to the Lord,ó 
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

A: adoration 

C: confession 

T: thanksgiving 

S: supplication 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
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 Pray for worries that you may have (Philippians 4:6-7) 

 Pray for yourself and your family to be lined up with Godõs will (Matthew 6:10) 

 Pray for friends and relatives to come to know Jesus (Romans 10:1) 

 Pray for your church leaders and your political leaders (1 Tim 2:1-2) 

 Pray for the missionaries in your church (Col. 4:2-4 and Matt. 9:37-38) 

 Pray for yourself. Pray as specifically as possible. (Heb. 4:16 and Matt. 7:7-8) 

 
It is a good idea to write out what you want to pray for before you begin, so that you will not forget 
something or lose your focus while you are praying. Another reason for writing down your prayer 
requests is so that you will be able to look back later and see how God has answered your prayers. 

 
D. Does God Always Answer My Prayers? 

 
God always answers our prayers.  However, God doesnõt always answer our prayers in the way we hope or 
expect. His answers to our prayers will vary according to His plan for our lives: 

1) Sometimes the answer is "NO."  God does not always say yes. Even when we pray with a 
clean heart and right motives and unwavering faith, God will sometimes say òNo.ó  

  Read 2 Corinthians 12:7-9 ñ So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the 
 revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8 
 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to me, òMy grace is sufficient for 
 you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.ó Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 
 power of Christ may rest upon me.  

What was Godõs answer to Paulõs request? 
 

   Read Luke 22:41-42 ñ And he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and prayed, 42 saying,    
 òFather, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.ó 

   What was God the Fatherõs answer to Jesusõ prayer?  
 

  We can see from the above verses (and other examples in the Bible) that God sometimes says òNoó to 
 the requests of His children, even if His children are solid Christians who are praying in faith. Why 
 does God say òNoó to some prayers? We canõt always know the answer to that question, but some 
 possible reasons are given below: 

 
a) Unrepentant, unconfessed sin 

God wants us to confess our sins and repent so that we are in good fellowship with Him 
before we bring requests before Him. It is important that we regularly confess sin in our life so that 
we can come before God in prayer with a clean heart (see Psalm 32:3-5, Psalm 66:18, and 1 John 
3:22). 

b) We ask wrongly 
James 4:3 says, òWhen you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you 
may spend what you get on your pleasures.ó Our motives must be correct when we request 
something from God. 

c) Opposing prayers 
Sometimes our prayers are in opposition to the prayers of another Christian. For example, letõs 
suppose that one Christian man is praying for his sonõs football team to win while at the same time 
another Christian is praying for the opposing team to win! Whose prayer should God answer? 
God cannot always say yes to everyoneõs request. 

d) We are asking for something that is not Godõs will 
1 John 5:14 says, ò. . . if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.ó If  what we ask for is 
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not in Godõs will for our lives, He will not give us what we request. 
e) God understands more than we do about the situation 

We must realize that God is all-knowing and that He can see the future. Because of this, He 
understands much more than we do about our life (and the lives of others around us) and can 
know what is best for us. We must trust His knowledge and His wisdom and His love. For more 
on this see the appendix on òPerspectives on Pain and Sufferingó at the end of Vol II. 

f) God has granted humans free will (Genesis 2:16-17). 
Because God has chosen to give us the freedom to choose our own actions, God may say, òNoó 
to a prayer request in order to allow manõs free will, which in this sinful world will sometimes 
result in innocent people suffering. 

 
A good verse to remember when God says òNoó to our requests is Romans 8:28, òAnd we know that 
in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His 
purpose.ò Even when Godõs answer to our prayer is òNo,ó we can know that everything that happens in 
our life will work together for our good. This promise is not for unbelievers, but only for those who 
have been called by God and love God. What a comfort this promise is to a Christian! For more on 
this subject, see the Appendix at the end of this booklet. 

a) Sometimes the answer is "NOT  YET."  Sometimes God wants us to be patient and wait for 
the thing we have requested. A verse which helps us trust Godõs timing is Psalm 37:4, 7: òDelight 
yourself in the LORD and He will give you the desires of your heart...Be still before the LORD 
and wait patiently for Him.ó 

 
b) Sometimes the answer is "YES."  When God says òyesó to our request, we need to recognize 

His answer to our prayer, and to give Him the thanks and glory for what He has done.  James 1:17 
says: òEvery good and perfect gift is from above . . . ó 

What is a prayer request of yours that God has answered with òNoó or òNot yetó (either in the past or 
currently)?     

 
 
 
 
 

E. Avoid Meaningless Repetition In Your Prayers 

 
Imagine having a conversation with a friend who just kept repeating something he had memorized, or kept 
telling you exactly the same thing over and over. That conversation would not really be meaningful to you, 
would it? We want our friends to talk to us in a personal way, a real conversation of their thoughts and 
feelings. In the same way, God wants our prayers to be a real conversation with Him, not just phrases we 
repeat over and over. 

 
Read Jesusõ words in Matt. 6:7 ñ òAnd when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they 
think that they will be heard for their many words.  
What does Jesus say here about meaningless repetition?      

Is it pleasing to God when all of your prayers sound the same?  
 

When you pray, be sure that your prayers are genuine. Tell God your own thoughts and feelings, not simply 
some standard words you are repeating. 

 
F. What Does I t Mean To Pray In Jesus Name? 

 
Some Christians wrongly believe that if you end your prayer with the words òIn Jesus nameó (see John 
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14:13), God is required to do whatever we ask. The Bible teaches us that to pray in the name of Jesus 
means that that we are praying in the authority of Christ. For example, when a policeman says, òStop in the 
name of the law!ó he is invoking the authority that the law has. Likewise, when we pray in Jesusõ name, we 
are invoking the authority that Christ Himself has. To pray in Christõs name means that we identify with 
the purpose of Christ to the extent that our will is submitted to the will of God (see 1 John 5:14). We must 
remind ourselves that God will only say òYesó to those prayers that are in line with His will (see James 4:3). 
Those who do not obtain what they specifically request are often surprised by a different but better answer. 
And òNoó is sometimes the best answer. We must remember that God answers our prayers according to 
what He sees as our needs. 

 
Assignment: Schedule a time to meet somewhere quiet where the two of you can pray. Have no agenda 
other than to pray. Be sure to include the four elements of Prayer: Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving 
and Supplication. 

 
Date/Time: Location:     

 

A suggested way to pray is òconversationaló prayer, in which each person prays briefly about the prayer 
request, taking turns with each other until the request is thoroughly covered. For example, if two men are 
praying, the first might pray, òFather, I pray for the conversion of my friend, that he might receive Jesus 
Christ.ó And then the other might pray, òYes, Lord. I agree with this prayer and ask you to show us 
how we can approach our friend with the Gospel.ó The two men will each pray several times back and 
forth about the subject of their friendõs salvation before moving on to the next issue of prayer. 

 
Another good way to pray is to pray through a Psalm. Choose a Psalm and personalize the words, making it 
your own prayer to God. (Example: for confession of sin, Psalm 51 is a very good psalm to pray to God. 
For praise and adoration, Psalm 145 is excellent.) 

 
As you spend time in prayer together, be sure to pray for yourselves that you would walk in obedience to 
God. Pray for your family. As time permits, pray for your church leaders, community and family leaders, 
the leaders of your nation, missionaries you know, and world issues. 
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Assignment for chapter 6 ð Week 1 
 

How Can I  be a Witness to Others? 
 
NOTE:  THIS CHAPTER SHOULD BE DONE IN TWO SECTIONS, OVER THE COURSE OF 
TWO WEEKS.  

 
Week One 

 

  Study and complete the material for chapter 6. 
 

  Discuss your answers to the questions in chapter 6 with the person who is discipling you. 
 

  Memorize Matthew 28:18-20, and tell it to the person who is discipling you. 
 

  Write out your personal testimony, and tell it to the person who is discipling you. 
 

  Mark the verses for òRomanõs Roadó in your Bible. 
 

  Schedule an appointment to go with the person who is discipling you to witness to someone who is 
not a Christian. 

 

  Review the memory verses from previous weeks, and review the names of the books of the New 
Testament. 

 

 

  John 3:16-17 òFor God so lovedéó 
  1 John 5:12-13 òHe who has the Sonéó 
  Exodus 15:11 òWho among the Godséó 
  Psalm 119:9-11 òHow can a young manéó 
  1 John 5:14 òThis is the confidenceéó 
  Mathew 28:18-20 òThen Jesus came to theméó 

 

 

OPENING  CONVERSATION  FOR LESSON 6: Are you a story tel ler? Most of us have 
stories we l ike to te l l .  What is yours? Could you tel l  i t  to someone from another 
culture so that i t  would be understandable?  
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Assignment for chapter 6 ï Week 2 
 

How Can I  be a Witness to Others? 
 

Week Two 
 

  If the person who is discipling you has suggested any changes in the way you present your 
personal testimony, re-write your testimony to include those changes. 

 

  Tell your testimony again to the person who is discipling you, pretending that he/she is not a 
Christian. 

 

  Present the gospel to the person who is discipling you, pretending that he/she is not a Christian. 
Use the òRomanõs Roadó method to present the gospel. 

 

  Tell your testimony to three Christian friends and two non-Christian friends. 
 

  Go on two evangelistic visits with the person who is discipling you to two 
unbelievers. Write the results of your visits on page 57. 

 

  Review the memory verses from previous weeks, and review the names of the books of the New 
Testament. 

 

  John 3:16-17 òFor God so lovedéó 
  1 John 5:12-13 òHe who has the Sonéó 
  Exodus 15:11 òWho among the Godséó 
  Psalm 119:9-11 òHow can a young manéó 
  1 John 5:14 òThis is the confidenceéó 
  Mathew 28:18-20 òThe Jesus came to theméó 
  Names of New Testament books 
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Chapter 
6 

 

How Can I  be a Witness to Others? 
 

 
 

Memorize Matthew 28:18-20 ñ And Jesus came and said to them, òAll authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of  all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy Spirit, 20 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.ó 

 
(Note to discipler: This lesson is fairly long and has quite a bit of homework for the student, including 
two evangelistic visits the disciple will do with you. BE SURE TO TAKE TWO WEEKS TO 
COMPLETE THIS LESSON.) 

 
Why 
Witness? 
Christ's first instructions to His new followers were "Come, follow Me, and I  will  make you fishers of 
men" (Matthew 4:19). His last instructions on this earth to His disciples were, òAnd you wil l be my 
witnesses . . . to the end of the earthó (Acts 1:8). Christ thus began and ended His ministry with the 
command to be witnesses! 

 
As Christians, we have experienced Godõs grace and forgiveness. We understand that without Jesus people 
are lost in sin and will never enter heaven. It should be our deep desire to share this message with people 
around us. Telling others about salvation through Christ is known as òwitnessing.ó We are witnesses of the 
power, grace, and love of Jesus. 

 
If  a Christian is not a witness in word and deed for Christ, then he is disobedient. Although some 
Christians are given a special gift of evangelism, it is not only those with the gift of evangelism who are told 
to be witnesses. Rather, every Christian is commanded to tell others about Jesus. 

 
Why should a Christian be active in witnessing? The basic motive is simply love for Jesus Christ.  As servants 
of Christ, we must not overlook any of His commandments. Obedience is the fruit and proof of our love for 
Christ -- Jesus said, òIf you love me, you will obey what I commandó (John 14:15). 

 
Another reason for being an active witness is loving concern for others. To love someone else is to seek 
and to serve their highest good. Do you truly love others? Do you love your unsaved friends, 
relatives, neighbors, and acquaintances? If you are not telling them about Jesus, then you are not showing 
them true love. We cannot claim to love others if we leave them alone to die without Christ. 

Why is it important that we present Jesus Christ to people who are lost? Read the following: 
 

a. John 14: 6 ñ Jesus said to him, òI am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 

b. Acts 4: 12 ñ And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 
which we must be saved.ó 

 

What Does A Witness Do? 
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A witness in a courtroom is expected to tell what he knows about a given situation. For example, if someone 
witnessed an auto accident, he or she might be called into the courtroom to testify. He shouldnõt say, òWell Iõm 
not a lawyer.  I never studied law and so I canõt possibly be a witness!ó   Instead, what he should do is testify 
about what he saw and what he heard regarding the accident. The Apostle John uses those exact words when 
he writes in 1 John 1:1-3: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thus, every Christian should be able to tell others how they witnessed a change in their life after Jesus Christ 
became their Lord and Saviour. We donõt have to be an expert and know everything before we tell 
others about Jesus -- we must simply be faithful to tell them what we do know. Read the following verses 
about people who were witnesses of Jesus and answer the questions: 

 
1. Look up and read John 1:40-42. What was the first thing Andrew did after he met Jesus?  

 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Read Peterõs words in Acts 4:20 ñ òfor we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.ó   What did Peter 
say about speaking of Jesus Christ? Circle the correct answer. 

a. He didn't speak unless asked. 
b. He was compelled (could not resist) to speak. 
c. He found it difficult to speak of such a personal matter. 

 
3. What was Paul to tell people? Read Acts 22:15 ñ òfor you will be a witness for him to everyone of what you have seen 

and heard.ó                                                                                                                                                                       
 

4. Read Romans 1:16 and see what Paul said he was not ashamed of.  Why did he say this? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How Should We Witness? 
1. Read the story of the blind man testifying about Jesus after his sight was restored in John 9:1-34. 

The blind man whom Jesus healed in this passage had little or no theological training, but he 
could give a simple and effective testimony. What facts did he tell? (John 9:25) 

 
 
 
 

2. Read 1 John 1:3 ñ that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with 
us; and indeed jour fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. In this passage what does John say 
that he is proclaiming?     

 

3. What was the subject of Paul's witness? Read these passages:  
 

a. 1 Corinthians 1:23-24 ñ but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 
but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  

 

b. Ephesians 3:8 ñ  To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.   

4. Read Peterõs exhortation to witness in 1 Peter 3:15-16 ñ but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which 
we have looked at and our hands have touched --this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life 
appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the 
Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also 
may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 
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always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with 
gentleness and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in 
Christ may be put to shame.   Answer the questions below:  

 
a. What two things should come before telling others about Christ? 

 
 

b. What is the hope that is in you? 
 
 
 

c. What should be your attitude when witnessing? 
 
 

Jesus came to seek and to save the lost. Since He lives within us, we can simply ask Him to give us the 
courage to speak for Him. We can also ask Him to help us know the words to say when we witness to 
others. Read Matthew 10:19-20 ñ When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are to 
say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. 20 For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 
through you ñ and Luke 12:11-12 ñ And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do 
not be anxious about how you should defend yourself or what you should say, 12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very 
hour what you ought to say.ó Who will help us tell others about Jesus? 

 
 
 

It is important that we always pray before and after we witness to someone, asking God to help us know the 
words to say and to be at work in the heart of the person with whom we are speaking. 

 
When Should We Witness? 
When should we witness to others about Jesus? We should continually be looking for opportunities to tell 
others about Christ. Whenever you are alone with a person for a few minutes you should assume that you 
are there by divine appointment to share the good news of God's love and forgiveness. Example: One 
woman was asked, òWhat is it that you do?ó The woman answered, òI am a disciple of Jesus Christ cleverly 
disguised as a secretary!ó Likewise, we should always look for opportunities to tell others about our 
relationship with the Lord. 

 
Remember that Satan does not want you to tell others about Jesus. Witnessing about Jesus is an area that 
involves a great deal of spiritual warfare. Our enemy will use whatever method he can to keep you from 
witnessing to others. He will tell you lies to discourage you from sharing the good news of Jesus. It  is 
important for us to recognize the lies and discouragement of Satan, so that we can fight against him with 
prayer and scripture.  Here are some common ways that Satan might try to prevent you from witnessing: 

 

 He will tell you that people may become angry with you for speaking about Jesus. 

There is no question that this is true -- some people will become angry and reject the words you say. 
But regardless of the response we get from people, we must obey Godõs command to be His 
witnesses. We must fear God more than we fear man (read Exodus 1:15-17 for an example of this). 

 

 He will tell you that you do not know enough (donõt have enough training/experience) to be a witness. 

Remember the example in John 9 of the blind man who was healed. Although he knew almost 
nothing about Jesus, he told others what Jesus had done. Every Christian can at least tell what Jesus 
has done in his/her life. If  a person asks you a question for which you do not have an answer, you 
can tell them that you will find out and give them the answer later. 

 

 He will tell you that you might destroy your friendship with someone if you talk to them about Jesus. 
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Remember that if you truly care about and love someone, you must tell them about Jesus. Without 
Jesus, your friend will be lost forever. You must risk your friendship for the sake of their soul, and 
trust God to handle the situation. 

 He will tell you that people are not interested in hearing about Jesus. 

Although it is true that some people may not be interested in hearing the gospel, many people are 
interested. People all around us are living empty, lonely lives, and are seeking meaning and purpose. 
Many people are longing to hear about the God who loves them. 

 

 He will tell you that your life is not a good example of a Christian, so you should not witness. 

The idea that we should not witness until we are perfect is a LIE. The truth is that NO Christian is 
perfect. God wants us to be holy (1 Peter 1:15-16), and we should try to live holy lives, but we will 
never be perfect in this life. The Apostle Paul struggled with sin in his life (see Rom 7:15). The 
Apostle Peter denied Christ 3 times, but God still used him as a powerful evangelist. Even if you are 
struggling with areas of sin in your life, you can tell people about Jesus and tell them how He died 
for you and for them. You can tell people that you are not perfect, but that you have been forgiven 
by the blood of Jesus and that you are learning every day how to be a better person. 

 

 He will tell you that your efforts at witnessing will not be successful -- that the people you talk to will not believe. 

You should not feel discouraged when some refuse to receive Jesus as their Saviour and Lord. It 
is not your responsibility to make someone believe in Jesus. That is God's responsibility.
 Your responsibility is simply to tell 
them the good news with love and genuine concern. 

 
What is a way (or ways) that Satan often discourages YOU from witnessing?     

 

 
 
 
 

What is a verse that can help you when Satan discourages you in this way?     
 
 
 
 

How Should We Present Jesus Christ? 
How should we present Christ to those who donõt know Him? To answer this question, let us look at the way 
Paul told others about how he met Christ. Read Paulõs testimony to King Agrippa and the Roman governor in 
Acts 26:1-23. You will notice in Paul's story of how he met Christ (his testimony), he included the following: 

a. What life was like before he met Christ (Acts 26:1-11). 
b. How he met Him (Acts 26:12-18). 
c. What life was like after he met Christ - how it changed his life (Acts 26:19-23). 

 
Using these three points, write out your own brief (no more than three-minutes) testimony below: 

 
What my life was like before I received Jesus Christ. I lived and thought this way:                              
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How I received Christ (be specific and use at least one Bible verse):   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After I received Christ, these positive changes took place:    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When you are presenting Christ to someone, it is a good idea to start by giving your own testimony. 
Practice telling your testimony as you have outlined it above, until you can tell it smoothly and without 
hesitation. This week, tell your brief testimony to others at least 5 times. Start by telling it to three 
Christian friends. Then tell your testimony to two non-Christian friends. To whom will you tell your 
testimony? 

 
 

The names of three Christian friends:     
 
 

 

The names of two non-Christian friends:      
 

 
 

Explain Godõs Way of Salvation 
After telling someone how you met Christ, it is important that you explain to them their own need for Jesus. 
You should use verses from the Bible to support what you are saying. One good method of explaining the 
gospel is called the òRomans Roadó, and uses seven verses from Romans: 

 

1) Romans 3:10 2) Romans 3:23 3) Romans 5:12 4) Romans 5:8 

5) Romans 6:23 6) Romans 10:13 7) Romans 10:9-10  

So that you always remember where to begin, write òROMANS ROAD BEGINS AT ROMANS 3:10ó in the 
front of your Bible. Then turn to Romans 3:10 and have the person to whom you are witnessing read the 
verse. It may help him if you have the verse underlined in your Bible. On that same page that you have 
Romans 3:10 in your Bible, write the words òGO TO ROMANS 3:23.ó Again, have your friend read Romans 
3:23 out loud.  Ask him, òWhat has destroyed our relationship with God?ó 
On that same page that you have Rom. 3:23, write the words òGO TO ROMANS 5:12.ó Have your friend 
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read Rom 5:12.  
Then say, òThose three verses clearly say that everyone is a sinner. No one is righteous. We are separated 
from God because of our sin.ó It may be helpful to show your friend an illustration of how we are separated 
from God: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                      DEATH                                  LIFE 

The arrows show manõs attempt to reach God by good works, religion, etc. All of these attempts fall short. 
On that same page that you have Rom. 5:12, write the words òGO TO ROMANS 5:8.ó Have your friend 
read Rom. 5:8. 

 
Explain to your friend that Jesus is 100% man and 100% God, and tell them that He died on the cross for our 
sins so that we can be forgiven and have a relationship with God. He is the only one who can bridge the gap 
between a Holy God and sinful man. The following illustration shows how Jesus brings us to God: 

 
On that same page that you have Rom. 5:8, 
write the words òGO TO ROMANS 6:23.ó 
Have your friend read Rom. 6:23. Explain to 
your friend that sin leads to spiritual death and 
judgment, but if we receive Jesus we will be 
saved. Explain that eternal life is a gift and that 
it cannot be earned by doing good works. We 
can only enter heaven through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. (You could have your friend read 
Ephesians 2:9-10 if they do not understand that 
salvation is simply a gift because of Godõs grace -- not because of anything we do ourselves.)  
 
Be sure to emphasize that conversion involves two key elements: repentance and faith. Jesus said in Mark 1:15, 
òRepent and believe the gospeló (see also Luke 13:2-5). To repent means to make a spiritual U-turn. We turn 
away from sin and turn in faith towards the cross. On that same page that you have Rom 6:23, write the words 
òGO TO ROMANS 10:13.ó Have your friend read Rom 10:13. 

 
On that same page that you have Romans 10:13 in your Bible, write the words òGO TO ROMANS 10:9-10.ó 
Have your friend read Romans 10:9-10. You may also have your friend read John 1:12. Tell your friend that 
receiving eternal life and having a relationship with God is simply a matter of admitting that they are a sinner, 
believing the words of the Bible and asking Jesus into their life. Ask your friend, òIs there any reason you can 
think of why you would not want to receive Jesus Christ right now?ó If your friend indicates that they would like to 
receive Jesus, you can help them ask Jesus into their life by praying with them a simple prayer like this (they 
can repeat the words after you): 

 
òOh Jesus, I realize that I am a sinner. I have done many things wrong that displease you. I now repent of my 
sins, in other words, I now make a spiritual U-turn from my sins and I turn to the cross of Jesus Christ.  I now 
accept your blood atonement for my sin. Thank you for dying on the cross for my sins and for allowing me to 
have a relationship with you. Please come into my heart, and take control of my life. I want to obey you and 
follow you. In Jesusõ name I pray, Amen.ó 

 
 
There is nothing in life quite as exciting as praying that prayer with someone! After you lead someone to 

Sinful Man Holy God 

Sinful Man Holy God 

Sin 

Christ 
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Christ, it is important that you tell them that they must now follow Christ and live their lives according to the 
guidelines of the Bible. Make sure they have the opportunity to grow in their understanding of God and the 
Bible. If you are unable to spend regular time with them yourself, introduce them to another Christian who 
can help them grow. Also try to get them established in a good church that can help them to mature as a 
Christian. 

 
Helpfu l Suggestions When Witnessing To Someone 

1) Learn how to turn the topic of a conversation around so that you can talk about Jesus. Practice doing 
this with the person who is discipling you. As one man said when asked, òWhat is it that you do?ó 
energetically answered, òI am a disciple of Jesus Christ cleverly disguised as a farmer!ó 

2) Keep the conversation focused on Jesus Christ. Many times people will have questions or comments 
on subjects that are not directly related to Jesus. It is important that you continue to direct the 
conversation back to Jesus. 

3) If you are asked a question that you donõt know the answer to, donõt òfake it.ó Simply say you donõt 
know, then seek the counsel of another Christian who can guide you to the correct answer. 

 
Being a Fruitfu l Witness 
The following chart can help you remember the basic steps to being a faithful and fruitful witness for Christ. 
Review each step with the person who is discipling you. 

 

FRUITFUL 

WITNESS 
 

EXPECT 

RESULTS 

TALK ABOUT 

JESUS 
 

GO 
 

PRAY 
 

BE PREPARED TO SHARE THE GOSPEL  
 

BE UNDER THE CONTROL OF 

THE HOL Y SPIRIT  
 

NO UNCONFESSED SIN IN YOUR LIFE  

 
BE SURE YOU ARE A CHRISTIAN  

 

 

As we close this chapter on evangelism, it is wise to remember the words of St. Augustine who said: 

 

ñWithout God, we cannot (convert anyone); without us, God will not.ò 

 

Will you be that faithful person whom God uses to share your testimony and the gospel? Yes __ No __ 
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Homework: 

1) Think of two people you know who are not Christians, and pray that they will become believers. Try 
to arrange an opportunity to witness to them. 

 
2) Prepare your testimony and present it to the person who is discipling you. Also present Romans Road 

to your discipler. 

 
3) Make two visits with your discipler and give your testimony to two unbelievers. Also present the 

gospel to them using Romans Road if possible. After your evangelistic visits, write the answers to the 
following questions: 

 
a.)  What are the names of the people to whom you presented the gospel? 

 

 
 

b.) What was their response to your testimony? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c.)  What was their response to the gospel presentation? 
 
 
 
 

 

d.) What did you learn from this experience? 
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Assignment for chapter 7 
 

What is my Relationship to Others in the Church? 
 
NOTE:  Do not go on to chapter 8 until you have completed and checked each of the following assignments: 

 

   Study and complete the material for chapter 7. 
 

   Discuss your answers to the questions in chapter 7 with the person who is discipling you. 
 

   Memorize Colossians 3:12-14, and tell it to the person who is discipling you. 
 

   Memorize the names of the first 14 books of the Old Testament (Genesis through 2 Chronicles), 
and tell them to the person who is discipling you. 

 

   Make an appointment to go with the person who is discipling you to serve someone in your 
church (see page 58). 

 

    Review the memory verses from previous weeks, and review the names of the books of the New 
Testament. 

 

  John 3:16-17 òFor God so lovedéó 
  1 John 5:12-13 òHe who has the Sonéó 
  Exodus 15:11 òWho among the Godséó 
  Psalm 119:9-11 òHow can a young manéó 
  1 John 5:14 òThis is the confidenceéó 
  Mathew 28:18-20 òThen Jesus came to theméó 
  Colossians 3:12-14 Therefore, as Godõs chosen 
peopleéó 

 
OPENING  CONVERSATION  FOR LESSON 7: When you were a child, who was one of your 
closest friends? What made that person so special to you? 
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Assignment for chapter 7 
 

What is my Relationship to Others in the Church? 
 

NOTE: Do not go on to chapter 8 until you have completed and checked each of the following assignments: 

_____ Study and complete the material for chapter 7. 

_____ Discuss your answers to the questions in chapter 7 with the person who is discipling you. 

_____ Memorize Colossians 3:12-14, and tell it to the person who is discipling you. 

_____ Memorize the names of the first 14 books of the Old Testament (Genesis through 2 Chronicles), and 
tell them to the person who is discipling you. 

_____ Make an appointment to go with the person who is discipling you to serve someone in your church 
(see page 11) 

_____ Review the memory verses from previous weeks, and review the names of the books of the New 
Testament. 

 John 3:16-17. 16 òFor God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

 1 John 5:12-13. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have 
eternal life. 

 Exodus 15:11. 11 òWho is like you, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in 
holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders 

 Psalm 119:9-11. 9 How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word. 
10 With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your commandments! 11 I have stored up your 
word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. 

 1 John 5:14. 14 And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his 
will he hears us. 

 Mathew 28:18-20. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, òAll authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.ó 

 Colossians 3:12-14. 12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on 
love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

 

 

OPENING ICEBREAKER TO LESSON 7: When you were a child, who was one of your closest 
friends? What made that person so special to you? 
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Part Three: My Relationship to the Church 

Chapter 7 

What is my Relationship to Others in the Church? 

Memorize Colossians 3:12-14 

Colossians 3:12-14. 12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on 
love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

As children of God, we have the privilege of being a part of God's family.  This family includes all the people 
throughout the world who have Christ as their Lord and Savior.  This family is called the "Body of Christ" or 
the "Church".  Christ Himself is the Head of the body, and we are all members of the body. 

God desires that every believer be a functioning member of a local church.  We cannot grow to maturity all by 
ourselves -- God's plan is that we will mature as we remain in regular fellowship with Him and with other 
Christians. 

A.  Christians Are Members Of One Another 

The New Testament states that Christians are "members of one another."  Read 1 Corinthians 12: 14-27: 14 For 

the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, òBecause I am not a hand, I do not belong 
to the body,ó that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, òBecause I am not an eye, I do 
not belong to the body,ó that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would 
be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the 
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, 
there are many parts, yet one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, òI have no need of you,ó nor again the head to the 
feet, òI have no need of you.ó 22 On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and on 
those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated 
with greater modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving 
greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the 
same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 
27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 

Now write what example Paul uses to illustrate the idea that we are all members of one another:__________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Write Romans 12:5 (òso we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.ó) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
One of the most important things in the Christian life is showing love to others.  In John 13:35 Jesus said "By 
this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.ó How are you in this area? 
Can the people around you see that you are a Christ-follower by watching the way you treat others? 
 
How are we to treat others? In the New Testament, the "one another" commandments appear 59 times.  Each 
time, God gives you a command (not a suggestion) to do a particular action to "one another."  Read the 
following verses and CIRCLE the "one another" commandment that is given: 
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¶ Mark 9:50. 50 Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have salt 
in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.ó 

¶ John 13:14. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another's feet. 

¶ John 13:34. 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, 
you also are to love one another. 

¶ Romans 15:7. 7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

¶ Romans 15:14. 14 I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, 
filled with all knowledge and able to instruct one another. 

¶ Galatians 6:2. 2 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 

¶ Ephesians 5:21 21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

¶ Philippians 2:3 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. 

¶ Colossians 3:9. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices. 

¶ Colossians 3:13.  13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving 
each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 

¶ Colossians 3:16.  16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another 
in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

¶ 1 Thess. 5:11. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 

¶ James 4:11 11 Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother or 
judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not 
a doer of the law but a judge. 

¶ James 5:16.  16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be 
healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. 

¶ 1 Peter 4:9.  9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 

¶ 1 Peter 4:10.  10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's 
varied grace: 

B.  How Should We Treat One Another? 

Let's study a few of these "one another" commandments more closely: 

    1)  Encourage one another  
Read 1 Thess. 5: 11. òTherefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.ó 
Christians are to build up, strengthen, and encourage one another.  No one pastor can build up every single 
person in the church.  God's design is that we all build each other up. 

We must recognize the importance of the Word of God in encouraging and building each other up (1 Thess. 
4:18 says, "Therefore encourage one another with these words.")  We should be ready to share scriptures with 
others who are in special need of encouragement.  In order to encourage others with scripture, we must study 
the Word of God on a regular basis -- not only for our own growth, but also to assist others in their growth. 

Read Hebrews 10:24-25. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see 
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the Day drawing near. 
 
What should we encourage others (urge others to do)? _________________________________________  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is one important way we encourage others (verse 25) (What should we not give up doing?) ________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thus, it is important to meet together for worship and fellowship on a frequent basis. No individual Christian 
can function effectively all alone. For example imagine a log fire. 

 

The logs that are together are all glowing brightly. But put one piece of wood off to the side and it quickly 
burns out.  Likewise, we must be with other Christians in fellowship in order to "burn" brightly for the Lord 
Jesus Christ and have our Christianity be "hot." We all need the encouragement of meeting together on a 
regular basis in order to remain strong in our Christian lives.  This is why regular attendance and involvement 
in a church is vital. 

Another reason why it is important to be in close fellowship with other Christians is that we are less 
vulnerable to the attacks of Satan when we are with other believers.  An example of this principle can be 
found in Africa.  If a herd of gazelles all stick together, the lion will not attack any one of them. However, if 
one leaves the herd, the lion will eat that gazelle for dinner. Likewise, the Bible tells us that "your enemy the 
devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour" (1 Peter 5:8).  If one of us wanders 
away from the fellowship of other believers, we are more likely to be devoured, but if we all stick together we 
are much less vulnerable to our enemy. 

    2) Be devoted to one another, honor one another above yourselves 

Romans 12:10 tells us to, "Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves."  This 
command can often be hard to obey, because our natural tendency is to think of ourselves before thinking of anyone else, 
and to be devoted to our own needs and wants. But God is very clear about how He wants us to behave. Read Philippians 
2: 3-11, 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let 
each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, 
which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has 
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father. After reading the passage, answer the following questions: 

What should we not do? (verse 3) _________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How should we view the interests of others? (verses 3-4) _______________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Whose attitude should we copy? (verse 5) _________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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What did Jesus do to place the needs of others above Himself? (verses 7-8) _________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
We must take seriously what the Bible says about being devoted to and honoring one another.  Evaluate your 
attitudes and actions toward fellow Christians:Do I spend most of my time thinking about myself rather than 
others? 

a. Do I spend time praying for myself or others? 

b. Am I forgiving toward others? Or am I basically angry and resentful? 

c. When I am hurt, do I withdraw or do I continue to be involved with other people? 

d. Do I fear rejection, or do I reach out to others? How do I show others my love and interest in 
them? 

e. Do I humbly consider the interests of others before my own interests? 

    3) Admonish one another 
The Greek word for "admonish" means to "warn and instruct."  Some have said that to admonish means to 
"compassionately confront" someone. An example of this may be, "Tom, I love you as a friend and your best 
interest is my concern.  The Bible is very clear that you must turn away from your sin of stealing your 
neighbor's cattle and return to your neighbors the cattle you have stolen. If you repent and obey, God 
promises to forgive you and will begin to put the pieces back together again. And I care about you too much 
to see you destroy your life with this sin." 

To confront a Christian about their sin is a difficult thing to do.  Nevertheless, part of our responsibility in our 
relationships with other Christians is to love them enough to be willing to speak to them about areas of sin in 
their lives. Proverbs 27:6 says, "Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but deceitful are the kisses of an enemy."  
A true friend will be painfully honest when it comes to sin.  Admonishing one another is not simply a 
suggestion -- rather, we are commanded to do this, and we are told to do it in the spirit of love.  As Paul says, 
we must strive to "speak the truth in love" (Ephesians 4:15). 

The Bible gives us instructions about the way we should admonish a fellow believer. Read the following verses 
and answer the questions: 

a. Read 1 Corinthians 4:14, òI do not write these things to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as 
my beloved children.ó What is to be the motive for admonishing someone? Also, what should NOT 
be a motive?  __________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Read Matthew 7: 2-5. 2 For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use 
it will be measured to you. 3 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is 
in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ôLet me take the speck out of your eye,õ when there is the 
log in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take 
the speck out of your brother's eye. 

What must we evaluate in ourselves before we admonish someone? _______________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

c. Read Galatians 6:1, òBrothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should 
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.ó Now read Acts 
20:3, òTherefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish 
every one with tears.ó 

What is the way in which we should admonish someone? _______________________________ 
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____________________________________________________________________________ 

d. Read Matthew 18:15-17, 15 If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him 
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others 
along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses 
to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a 
Gentile and a tax collector. 

What steps should be taken in the process of admonishing someone? ______________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Note that the first step spoken of in Matthew 18:15 is to admonish another believer "just between the two of 
you."  In other words, we are to admonish each other privately.  A good principle to remember is to praise 
people in public and admonish them in private. 

When we are admonished by someone else, we should take care to have the proper attitude.  It is often 
difficult not to become angry or defensive when someone corrects us, but we must learn to listen carefully to 
the correction in order to hear what God might be wanting to say to us through the person who is 
admonishing us (even if they are not admonishing us in the best way.)  

Read Proverbs 9: 8-9. 8 Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; reprove a wise man, and he will love you. 
9 Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; teach a righteous man, and he will increase in 

learning. Now read Proverbs 12:1. ñWhoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but he who hates reproof is 
stupid.ó 

What do these two verses tell us about the right attitude towards correction? _______________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    4) Accept one another 
Romans 15:7 tells us to, "Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to 
God." Accepting one another brings praise to God because it shows the world around us that relationships in 
the Christian family are based on love and acceptance of each other, despite our differences. 

Read John 13:35, òBy this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one anotheró 
What did Jesus say in the verse would show all men that we are His disciples? ______________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

If we love someone, we will accept them without being critical or judgmental.  Read the following verses and 
answer the questions: 

What are we told to do in Romans 14:1?  (Romans 14:1. òAs for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, 
but not to quarrel over opinionsó) ________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Notice that the verse says not to pass judgment on "disputable matters" or opinions.  Areas that are not 
specified as sin should not become a source of disagreement and judgment among Christian brothers and 
sisters.  Read Romans 14: 3, òLet not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who 
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abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him.ó How are we to handle differences 
in areas that are not clearly sin? ___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

When the world sees division and arguments among God's people, they cannot understand the love of God. 1 
Corinthians 1:10 says, ò I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, 
and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment.ó 
Let us accept one another and not allow divisions among us. 

Accepting others also means that we should not show partiality by treating some people better than others.  
Read Romans 12:16, òLive in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. 
Never be wise in your own sight.ó (Haughty means to act as if we are more important than others.) In 
Romans 12:16, how are we told to act? ______________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Lord is grieved when He sees Christians arguing with each other and not accepting each other. Read 
Galatians 3:28, òThere is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.ó  What does this verse tell us about divisions among the people of 
God?________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

When we judge others in areas that should not divide us or where we treat certain people better than others, 
we are not accepting each other.  Are there people in your life whom you have not been accepting?  If so, ask 
God to forgive you and to help you to show true acceptance of your Christian brothers and sisters, so that you 
can "bring praise to God." 

    5) Bear with one another; forgive one another 
Colossians 3:13 tells us, òBear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one 
another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.ó  Bearing with each other means to be patient and tolerant toward 
the habits and weaknesses of others, and to forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. 

It is often hard to be patient with other people.  Our tendency is to be angry and irritable with what we see as 
the shortcomings of another person.  When we are tempted to be impatient with one another, we need to 
think about God's attitude toward us. 

Read Nehemiah 9:16-17.  16 But they and our fathers acted presumptuously and stiffened their neck and did 
not obey your commandments. 17 They refused to obey and were not mindful of the wonders that you 
performed among them, but they stiffened their neck and appointed a leader to return to their slavery in 
Egypt. But you are a God ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love, and did not forsake them. What do these verses tell us about God's attitude about us? ___________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Not only must we be patient, we must also be quick to forgive others when someone sins against us.  Sadly, 
some Christians remain bitter for many years toward a person who has hurt them.  This is nothing less than 
sin, and causes harm to us spiritually and emotionally.  We must make a deliberate decision to forgive those 
who do things that hurt us. Romans 12:18 says, òIf possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with 
all.ó This means that even if the other person is in the wrong, we must forgive them and do all we can to live 
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at peace with them.  We cannot be responsible for another person's sinful behavior, but we can make certain 
that our response to their behavior is Christ-like. 

What does Matthew 18:21-22 say about how often we are to forgive? (Matthew 18:21-22 21 Then Peter came 
up and said to him, òLord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven 
times?ó 22 Jesus said to him, òI do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.) ______________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What about when someone is angry with us? What is our responsibility in that situation? (Read Matthew 5: 23-
24. 23 So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against 
you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and 
offer your gift.) ______________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Bible tells us that we must "seek peace and pursue it" (found in both 1 Peter 3:11 and Romans 14:19). 
That means we need to do everything on our part to be at peace with the other person, even when we believe 
that the conflict is the other person's fault. We must humbly approach the other person and leave the 
response to God. God is primarily concerned with your obedience to the command "seek peace and pursue it" 
as this is how you develop Christ-like character. 

Read John 17:21. that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in 
us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. What did Jesus pray for regarding our unity?  _____ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Maintaining the "bond of peace" (Ephesians 4:3, òeager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.ó) demonstrates to the world that we have unity through the Spirit of God. Are you showing the world 
the unity of the Spirit of God, or are there people in your life with whom you are not at peace?  Is there 
someone whom you feel bitter towards, or who is angry with you? Think about who you might need to 
reconcile (make peace) with, and write their names below. ____________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
This week forgive the person (or people) you have named, or ask them to forgive you. Make a plan now to 
contact them and be reconciled to them. What is your plan?  _________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    6) Serve one another 
In Galatians 5:13 we are commanded to "serve one another." Jesus was a living example of Christian servitude 
as he "took on the very nature of a servant" (Philippians 2:7). Jesus did not only serve in ways that were easy 
or convenient -- He served when He was tired and weary, He served when people did not show gratitude, He 
served in ways that many would consider shameful or demeaning (for example, washing the disciples' feet). 

Galatians 5:13, òFor you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity 
for the flesh, but through love serve one another.ó 

Philippians 2:7, òbut emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.ó 

Jesus' teaching on serving others was contrary to what the world teaches.  Read Mark 10:41-46: 41 And when the 
ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 42 And Jesus called them to him and said to them, òYou know 
that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 
43 But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be 
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first among you must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.ó 46 And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a great crowd, 
Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. Now answer the following questions: 

Look again at verses 42-44. How did the teachings of Jesus on greatness differ from the world's idea? 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What did Jesus say was the purpose of His coming? (verse 45) ___________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Jesus wants us to follow His example in serving one another.  He wants us to not only serve when it is easy or 
convenient, but also when it is difficult or inconvenient.  We should not only serve by doing the things we 
enjoy, but we should also be willing to do the things we don't enjoy. We should serve not only when we will 
receive praise for our service, but also when our service will go unnoticed. And we should serve cheerfully, 
without grumbling or complaining. (Philippians 2:14 òDo all things without grumbling or disputing.ó) We 
must remember that "whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, and not for 
men...it is the Lord Christ you are serving." (Colossians 3:23-24) 

C.  Where Do You Need To Improve? 

We have seen the importance of maintaining fellowship with other Christians by obeying the "one another" 
commandments in the Bible. When we do this, we fulfill the request of Jesus who prayed in John 17: 20-23 I do 

not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as 
you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 
22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you 
in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you 
loved me. 

Which "one another" commandment is the Holy Spirit convincing you of right now? __________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What are some practical things you can do to improve in that area? ________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Spend some time with the person that is discipling you in prayer.  Pray that you will demonstrate the love of 
God by fulfilling the "one another" commandments and maintaining true fellowship with other believers. 

Assignment: Choose someone in your church whom you and your discipler can serve.  Some examples of 
service may include: 

a) Bring a meal to someone who is sick. 

b) Visit an elderly person and comfort them in some way. 

c)  Look after the children of someone in your church. 

d)  Write a letter of encouragement to an elder or deacon in your church. 
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e)  Ask your church elders if there is some way that you can serve your church. 

Our plan to serve someone in the next week or two is:  ________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Assignment for chapter 8 
 

Who is the Holy Spirit, and what Spiritual Gifts does He give? 
 

NOTE: Do not go on to chapter 9 until you have completed and checked each of the following assignments: 

____ Study and complete the material for chapter 8. 

____ Discuss your answers to the questions in chapter 8 with the person who is discipling you. 

____ Review with your discipler the list of spiritual gifts,, and try to determine what your spiritual gift (or gifts) 
might be and how you can use your gift (or gifts) to strengthen your church. 

____ Memorize Galatians 5: 22-23, and tell it to the person who is discipling you. 

____ Memorize the names of the next 12 books of the Old Testament (Ezra through Ezekiel), and tell them 
to the person who is discipling you. 

EXTRA REVIEW:  Review with the person who is discipling you how you are doing in the various areas of 
Christian discipline that you have studied so far (prayer, Bible study, relationships with others, etc.) 

____ Review the memory verses from previous weeks, and review the names of the books of the New 
Testament and Old Testament. 

 John 3:16-17. 16 òFor God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

 1 John 5:12-13. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have 
eternal life. 

 Exodus 15:11. 11 òWho is like you, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in 
holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders 

 Psalm 119:9-11. 9 How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word. 
10 With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your commandments! 11 I have stored up your 
word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. 

 1 John 5:14. 14 And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his 
will he hears us. 

 Mathew 28:18-20. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, òAll authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.ó 

 Colossians 3:12-14. 12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on 
love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

  Galatians 5: 22-23. 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 
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Chapter 8 

Who is the Holy Spirit, and what Spiritual Gifts does He give? 
 

Memorize Galatians 5: 22-23 

Galatians 5: 22-23. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

 
The Holy Spirit has given every Christian at least one gift which He wants you to share with everybody in the 
church.  Before we talk about the special gift the Holy Spirit has given you, let's first examine some Bible 
teachings on the Holy Spirit. 

A.  Who Is The Holy Spirit? 

1)  The Holy Spirit is a person. 

In Scripture, the Holy Spirit is a person in the same sense that God the Father is a person and Jesus Christ is a 
person.  This does not mean a human person, but it means that the Holy Spirit is not simply "wind" or "air" 
or a "ghost" or a "force".  The Holy Spirit is a real individual.  Throughout Scripture, the holy Spirit is referred 
to as "he" (for example, John 15:26; John 16:13-14); and is shown to have personality characteristics (for 
example He can be lied to, He can be grieved, and so on.) 

John 15: 26 But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who 
proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 

John 16: 13-14 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his 
own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 
14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 

2)  The Holy Spirit is God 

a) Read Acts 5: 3-4. 3 But Peter said, òAnanias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to 
keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain your 
own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your 
heart? You have not lied to man but to God.ó   Who did Peter believe the Holy Spirit to be? ___________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

b)  His works affirm that He is God (more will be said about this in section B of this chapter). 

3)  The Holy Spirit is sent to us by the Father (John 14:16) and by Jesus (John 16:7) 

¶ John 14:16.  ò And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you foreveró 

¶ John 16:7 ò Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go 
away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.ó 

Jesus calls the Holy Spirit "another Counselor to be with you forever" (John 14:16).  Let us look at this 
important verse more closely. 
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First, let us examine the word "another". There are two words for "another" in Greek -- "heteros" and "allos". 
"Heteros" means "another of a different quality".  "Allos" means "another of equal quality". The word used 
here in the Gospel of John is "allos" which indicates that the Holy Spirit was of equal quality to Jesus. 

Now let us look at the word "Counselor", which in the original Greek is the word "parakletos". Parakletos 
refers to one who has been called on to provide help by comforting, advising, advocating (or speaking in favor 
of), empowering, assuring, guiding, etc. Jesus was telling His disciples that God the Father would send the 
Holy Spirit to help believers in many different ways.   

B.  What Does The Holy Spirit Do? 

All throughout the Bible we can see the various works of the Holy Spirit.  Some of these are listed below.  
Please read the scriptures. 

   1.  The Holy Spirit participated in the creation of the world. 

¶ Genesis 1:1-2. 1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and 
void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the 
waters. 

¶ Psalm 33:6. By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and by the breath of his mouth all their host. 

¶ Psalm 104:30. When you send forth your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the ground 

¶ Job 33:4. The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life. 

   2.  The Holy Spirit moved in men in order that the Word of God would be written. (see lesson 4 for more 
detail). 

¶ 2 Peter 1:21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

¶ Acts 28:25 And disagreeing among themselves, they departed after Paul had made one statement: òThe Holy 
Spirit was right in saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet: 

   3.  The Holy Spirit was involved in the life of Jesus, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit; anointed by the 
Spirit; filled with the Spirit; led by the Spirit; and empowered by the Spirit. (see lesson 1 for more detail) 

¶ Luke 1:35 And the angel answered her, òThe Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holyñthe Son of God. 

¶ Luke 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those 
who are oppressed, 

¶ Luke 4:1 And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the 
wilderness 

¶ Matthew 12:28  But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come 
upon you. 

   4.  The Holy Spirit is involved with the salvation of people by convicting them of their sins and the truth of 
the gospel, regenerating (that is, making new again) the hearts of those who receive Christ, indwelling them 
(living inside all true believers), sealing all believers, which means they have eternal security ( see lesson 2 for 
more detail) assuring believers that they are truly God's children. 
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¶ John 16:8-11 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 
9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and 
you will see me no longer; 11 concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 

¶ Titus 3:5   He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to His own mercy, by 
the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 

¶ 1 Corinthians 6:19  Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you 
have from God? You are not your own 

¶ Ephesians 1:13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in 
him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 

¶ Ephesians 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 

¶ Romans 8: 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God 

   5.  The Holy Spirit helps us to pray and also speaks on our behalf (intercession). 

Romans 8: 26-27 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but 
the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is 
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

   6.  The Holy Spirit helps believers to understand what they read in the Bible.  

¶ 1 Corinthians 2: 10-14 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, 
even the depths of God. 11 For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? 
So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 
13 And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths 
to those who are spiritual. 14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly 
to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 

¶ John 14:26   But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all 
things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 

   7.  The Holy Spirit gives us "the fruit of the Spirit."  

¶ Galatians 5:22-23. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

   8.  The Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts to Christians. 

¶ 1 Corinthians 12:7, òTo each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.ó 

C. Do I Have A Spiritual Gift? 

Let's start by defining the term "spiritual gift". A spiritual gift is a special ability given by the Holy Spirit to 
enable the Christian to minister and to serve others in the church.  The main purpose of spiritual gifts is to 
build and strengthen the church. Read the verses below and answer the questions: 

   1.  Is every Christian given at least one spiritual gift from the Holy Spirit?  Circle YES NO 

¶ 1 Peter 4:10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace 
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¶ 1 Corinthians 12 :7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  

   2.  Can one person have ALL of the gifts?  Circle YES  NO 

¶ 1 Corinthians 12 :7-10. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is 
given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the 
same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the 
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various 
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 

   3. Is there any one gift that is given to everybody?  Circle YES  NO 

¶ 1 Corinthians 12: 28-30. 28 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, 
then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are 
all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? 
Do all interpret? 

   4.  Who decides who gets a particular gift?   Circle  HOLY SPIRIT    US 

¶ 1 Corinthians 12:11, òAll these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each 
one individually as he wills.ó 

   5.  When does the Holy Spirit come into the believer?  Circle  AT THE MOMENT OF CONVERSION      
3 WEEKS LATER   6 MONTHS LATER 

¶ Ephesians 1:13 òIn him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,ó 

You can see from the verses you have read that the Holy Spirit enters the believer at the moment of 
conversion and distributes a gift of His own choosing (or sometimes more than one gift) to every Christian.  
No one person will possess every gift, and there is no gift that will be given to every person. The Holy Spirit 
gives a variety of gifts to the different people in the church, so that the people will work together to build up 
the church.  In order to illustrate this, God gives us an example we can clearly understand. Read 1 Corinthians 
12:7-27 and answer the following questions:  

1 Corinthians 12: 7-27  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given through 
the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another 
faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another 
prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually 
as he wills. 12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one bodyñJews or Greeks, slaves or freeñand all 
were made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, 
òBecause I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,ó that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the 
ear should say, òBecause I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,ó that would not make it any less a part of the body. 
17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the 
sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single 
member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, òI 
have no need of you,ó nor again the head to the feet, òI have no need of you.ó 22 On the contrary, the parts of the body 
that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the 
greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not 
require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division 
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in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if 
one member is honored, all rejoice together. 27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 

What example did God use to illustrate the way members of the church should use their spiritual gifts to help 
each other?  __________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are certain spiritual gifts more important than others? ________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________   

Read Ephesians 4:7-8,  7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. 8 Therefore it says, 
òWhen he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.ó Now read Ephesians 4: 12-13, 12 to equip 
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.  

 

What is the purpose of the spiritual gifts God gives?__________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

God gives each of us a spiritual gift (or gifts), to be used in cooperation with others to build up the church. 
The gifts we have are not for our own enjoyment, but to encourage and strengthen the whole church.  If we 
are using our gift just to encourage or please ourselves, we are not making the proper use of our gift. 

D. What Are The Spiritual Gifts That The Holy Spirit Gives? 

The Bible mentions more than 20 spiritual gifts, primarily in following passages.   

Romans 12:6-8  Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to 
our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the 
one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the 
same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is 
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of 
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to 
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the 
ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All 
these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills. 

Ephesians 4:11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers 

 1 Peter 4:9-11 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, 
as one who serves by the strength that God suppliesñin order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Below you will find a list of spiritual gifts mentioned in these passages: 

Helps - This gift enables a person to help with the needs of the church family (e.g. cleaning the church, 
setting up chairs and tables, helping people in the church that have physical needs such as blindness or lameness 
or hearing problems, etc.). 
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Teaching - This gift is an ability to make clear the teaching of scripture (e.g. teaching a childrenõs class or a 
Bible study in a home). 

Encouragement - This gift is an ability to encourage others in the church (e.g. writing a letter of 
encouragement to the elders or someone in the church who is discouraged or facing a difficult decision.) It 
may also involve giving encouragement through counseling. 

Giving - This gift is an ability to cheerfully give beyond the 10% God commands (tithe) to people in the 
church who have financial need (Acts 4:36-37. 36 Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas 
(which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 37 sold a field that belonged to him and 
brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet) 

Leadership - This gift enables a person to have the characteristics and qualities of a godly leader, so that 
people in the church are willing to follow that person as a leader.            . 

Knowledge and Wisdom - These two spiritual gifts often go together. This gift enables a person to study 
in order to have a very good knowledge of the Bible and then be able to wisely apply the scriptures to 
peopleõs problems (such as counseling someone who is sad or lonely). 

Faith - This gift enables a person to believe and trust that God will do great things even when he or she 
cannot see the final result (Hebrews 11:1-2 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen. 2 For by it the people of old received their commendation.) 

Mercy - This gift is the ability to show mercy to those in need (such as. bringing food to someone who is 
sick, helping the elderly in the church, etc.). 

Administration - This gift is the ability to organize projects of the church -- to oversee them from start to 
finish, while at the same time treating the people who are involved with love and giving them the vision to keep 
pursuing the goal. 

Evangelism - This gift enables someone to be especially effective in giving the gospel to people, either in 
large crowds or just one person at a time. 

Pastor - This gift is the special ability to shepherd those who are in the church. 

Hospitalit y - This gift enables a person to cheerfully open their home to fellow Christians and others in need 
(1 Peter 4:9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.). Another example of this gift may be 
opening up your home for a small group Bible study. 

Apostle - The Greek word for this gift means òsent one.ó Our word òmissionaryó is derived from this word. 
An apostle had to have seen the risen Christ (Acts 1:22 says, òbeginning from the baptism of John until the 
day when he was taken up from usñone of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrectionó). 
This included Paul (1 Cor. 9:1, òAm I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not 
you my workmanship in the Lord?ó) Since no one has seen the risen Christ today, no one can claim to be an 
apostle. 

Tongues - In Acts 2:4-12 ( And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 
gave them utterance.5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 And at 
this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own 
language. 7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying, òAre not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it 
that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, 
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Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabiansñwe hear them telling in our own tongues the 
mighty works of God.ó 12 And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, òWhat does this mean?ó) we see a 
supernatural ability to speak in a foreign language. Many times there is òpressureó from others in the church and people are 
òforcedó to speak in tongues in order to prove that they are Christians. Scripture does not agree with this. In the first place, 
the Bible clearly teaches that NOT everyone has this gift (1 Cor. 12:30. 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with 
tongues? Do all interpret? ). In addition, those that do speak in tongues are FORBIDDEN to do so unless they strictly 
follow Paulõs words in 1 Cor. 14:27-28 (27 If any speak in a tongue, let there be only two or at most three, and each in turn, 
and let someone interpret. 28 But if there is no one to interpret, let each of them keep silent in church and speak to himself 
and to God.) According to this passage, the elders of the church should forbid tongues unless it is done one at a time and 
with an interpreter. Also, as the purpose of spiritual gifts is to build up others, the use of tongues in a personal prayer-time 
does not have biblical support (1 Cor. 14:4 The one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but the one who prophesies 
builds up the church ). Many Christians throughout the world believe that this gift ceased when the New Testament was 
completed. 

Prophecy - A prophet is one who speaks the Word of God and leads the people to repentance.  An example. of this is 
Nathan the prophet who convicted David of his sin of adultery (2 Sam. 12:7   Nathan said to David, òYou are the man! 
Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ôI anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you out of the hand of Saul. ). The 
Old Testament Hebrew word for òprophetó meant òannouncing the declaration of God.ó The New Testament Greek 
word for prophet means òone who speaks for God.ó In the Bible, the words of the prophet had to come true (Deut. 18:21-
22   And if you say in your heart, ôHow may we know the word that the LORD has not spoken?õñ 22 when a prophet speaks 
in the name of the LORD, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the LORD has not spoken; 
the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him. ).  If a prophecy did not come true, then that 
prophet would be put to death. Throughout the world many Christians believe that this gift stopped when the Bible was 
completed. Those that believe it continues today must be sure to obey 1 Thess. 5:20-21(Do not despise prophecies, 21 but 
test everything; hold fast what is good.)and 1 John 4:1 (Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world.)  because Satan disguises himself 
through many false revelations ( 2 Thess. 2:9-12  The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power 
and false signs and wonders, 10 and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the 
truth and so be saved. 11 Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false, 12 in order that 
all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.)   

Working of miracles - The purpose of miracles is to glorify God. Jesus performed miracles because of deep compassion 
on those who were suffering with illnesses such as blindness, leprosy, etc. He never performed miracles for the selfish 
purpose of putting on a display. Jesus used miracles to inspire faith (Matt. 8:23-27 And when he got into the boat, his 
disciples followed him. 24 And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the 
waves; but he was asleep. 25 And they went and woke him, saying, òSave us, Lord; we are perishing.ó 26 And he said to them, 
òWhy are you afraid, O you of little faith?ó Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. 
27 And the men marveled, saying, òWhat sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?ó   ), but He also refused to 
do a miracle when the people wanted to see something òsensationaló (Mark 8:11-13 The Pharisees came and began to 
argue with him, seeking from him a sign from heaven to test him. 12 And he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, òWhy does 
this generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign will be given to this generation.ó 13 And he left them, got into the 
boat again, and went to the other side. ) 

Healing - Biblical healings were immediate and complete (Acts 3:1-8, 1 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple 
at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the 
temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into 
the temple, he asked to receive alms. 4 And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, òLook at us.ó 5 And he 
fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 6 But Peter said, òI have no silver and gold, but 
what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!ó 7 And he took him by the right 
hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 8 And leaping up he stood and began to 
walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. ). A true healing that occurs today must be 
complete and continuous. Today, we see many incomplete healings and false claims by people who are not true healers but 
rather are òfakes.ó Throughout the world many Christians believe that this gift stopped when the Bible was completed. 
Everyone agrees however, that any sick person in the church should have the elders anoint him with oil and pray for him 
(James 5:14-16, 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will 
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raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for 
one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.) 

Discernment - This gift enables a person to develop much spiritual wisdom as they study the Bible so that 
one is able to discern if the spiritual gifts manifested in the church are from God or from Satan.  

E.  How Do I Discover My Spiritual Gifts? 

1.  Educate: The first step to identifying your spiritual gift is to be informed and educated about the various 
spiritual gifts from the Bible. Read again Romans 12:6-8, 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, Ephesians 4:11, 1 Peter 4:9-11. 
Study each of the gifts listed above and ask God to help you to discover your spiritual gift or gifts. 

   a)  Romans 12:6-8  Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion 
to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the 
one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

   b)  1 Corinthians 12:4-11. 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the 
same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is 
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of 
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to 
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability 
to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are 
empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills. 

   c)  Ephesians 4:11.ó And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachersó 

   d)  1 Peter 4:9-11. 9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as 
one who serves by the strength that God suppliesñin order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

2.  Examine: The second step is to examine your heart and abilities. What is it that you enjoy doing - opening 
your home to others? Serving those who are needy? Teaching Bible classes? Counseling those who are 
discouraged? Read through the list of gifts and consider which ones you think you might be able to do well in a 
way that would strengthen the church. 

3.  Experiment: The third step is to experiment with what you think your gift is. Try a variety of spiritual gifts 
and see if any one gift especially fits you (i.e. you enjoy it and do it well). Ask yourself, òAm I able to build 
up/strengthen the church by using this gift?ó 

4.  Evaluate: The fourth step is to have someone in the church evaluate your gift and calling.  For example, if 
you think you have the gift of evangelism but no one is getting saved, then you probably do not have the gift! 
If you think you have the gift of leadership but no one is following you, then you do not have the gift of 
leadership. Be sensitive and open to the comments made by the leaders of your church as they evaluate your 
gift. 

It is important that you identify your spiritual gift or gifts and begin to use it in your local church to help with 
the work of ministry.  Imagine the leader of your church trying to lift a taxi by himself. It would be impossible.   
But if 20 people helped him, his load would be light.  Likewise, when we use our spiritual gifts, we help the 
leadership of the church to accomplish the work of the ministry, and we are obedient to God. 
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F. The Fruit of The Holy Spirit 

Before we end this chapter, we should also briefly study the fruit of the Holy Spirit. The fruit of the Holy 
Spirit is something that is developed in our lives as we study Godõs Word and apply it to our attitudes and 
behavior. The following story will help us understand a little more about this fruit of the Holy Spirit. 

A man had two children, a boy and a girl who attended the same school and were in the same class.  Neither of 
the children liked to learn how to spell new words.  Every week the children had to take a test to show the 
teacher that they mastered the spelling of new words.  One week the boy would score highest in the class on 
the test and the next week he would fail the test with the lowest score. On the weeks that the boy did very well, 
his sister failed had the lowest score in class but on the weeks the boy failed the test the sister had the highest 
score in the class. One day as the father was working on his farm the teacher walked by and stopped to chat 
with the father.  He mentioned to the father how strange it was that each week one child had the highest score 
in class and the other had the lowest score and the teacher couldn't figure out why this was.  The father told the 
teacher that he knew the reason for this mystery.  Each week the father only had time to study with one child.  
Every day he would ask a child how to spell the assigned words.  One week he would work with the boy and 
the next week he would work with the girl.  In a way it was as if the father was helping to "feed the brain" of 
one child each week while neglecting to "feed the brain" of the other.  The child the father "fed questions to" 
each week scored big while the neglected child scored low.  

This story is like our own lives. We have a sinful side of us that wants to do things that are wrong. We also 
have a side that wants to be obedient to God and do things that please Him. The side of our life that will be 
victorious is the side that we òfeedó the most. 

Read Galatians 5: 17-21. 17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the 

flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. 18 But if you are led by the 
Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 
20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and 
things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of 

God.  From this passage, what are the characteristics of a "sinful nature"?____________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

The characteristics listed in the verse above are the ones that we SHOULD NOT FEED. We feed the sinful 
nature  by giving into sinful desires. (Colossians 3:5-9 says Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual 
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 On account of these the wrath 
of God is coming. 7 In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 8 But now you must put 
them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, 
seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices. Every time we allow temptation to win , we are 
feeding our sinful nature. and allowing our sinful nature in us to have control. 

Now read Galatians 5: 22-23. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. According to the passage list the 
fruit of the Spirit. _____________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

These verses are the items we SHOULD FEED. By spending time studying God's Word and in prayer, 
thereby "feeding" our spiritual side and developing more of the Fruit of the Spirit. Someone has said that this 
fruit which is produced when we are filled with the Holy Spirit is a perfect picture of Christ-likeness. 
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Discussion Questions 

Looking at the list of spiritual gifts, which spiritual gift or gifts do you think you have? _________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How are you using this gift (or gifts) to strengthen your church?__________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
If you are NOT using your gift (gifts) adequately, what steps can you take to begin appropriately exercising 
your spiritual gifts? ____________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Assignment for chapter 9 
 

What do I  Need to Know about Spiritual Warfare? 
 

NOTE:  Complete and check each of the following assignments before you on to chapter 10: 

   Study and complete the material for chapter 9. 

   Discuss your answers to the questions in chapter 9 with the person who is discipling you. 

   Memorize Luke 10:19 and 1 John 4:4, and tell these verses to the person who is discipling you. 

   Review how your Bible study plan from lesson 4 is going. 

   Review the memory verses from previous weeks, and review the names of all the books of the New 
Testament and Old Testament. 

 John 3:16-17. 16 òFor God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him. 

 1 John 5:12-13. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 I 
write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal 
life. 

 Exodus 15:11. 11 òWho is like you, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome 
in glorious deeds, doing wonders 

 Psalm 119:9-11. 9 How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word. 
10 With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your commandments! 11 I have stored up your word 
in my heart, that I might not sin against you. 

 1 John 5:14. 14 And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his 
will he hears us. 

 Mathew 28:18-20. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, òAll authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.ó 

 Colossians 3:12-14. 12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

 Galatians 5: 22-23. 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

 Luke 10:19. 19 Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power 
of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 

 1 John 4:4.  4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than 
he who is in the world. 
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Chapter 9 
 

What do I  Need to Know about Spiritual Warfare? 
 
 

Memorize Luke 10:19 and 1 John 4:4 

Luke 10:19. 19 Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of 
the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 

1 John 4:4.  4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he 
who is in the world. 
 

Introduction  
Spiritual warfare is not always easy to see, but it is very real. There is an ongoing battle between God and 
Satan that affects the lives of both believers and non-believers. 

 
Before Satanõs rebellion, he was a very beautiful, powerful angel who had a position of honor before God 
(read Ezek. 28:12-17). But after his fall, he became the enemy of both God and Godõs people. Read about his 
rebellion against God in Isaiah 14:12-15, and underline in that passage all 5 times that Satan says òI will.ó 
 
Ezekiel 28:12-1912 òSon of man, raise a lamentation over the king of Tyre, and say to him, Thus says the Lord God: òYou 
were the signet of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.13 You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious 
stone was your covering, sardius, topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, sapphire, emerald, and carbuncle; and 
crafted in gold were your settings and your engravings. On the day that you were created they were prepared. 14 You were 
an anointed guardian cherub. I placed you; you were on the holy mountain of God; in the midst of the stones of fire you 
walked.15 You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created, till unrighteousness was found in you. 16 In the 
abundance of your trade you were filled with violence in your midst, and you sinned; so I cast you as a profane thing from 
the mountain of God, and I destroyed you, O guardian cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. 17 Your heart was 
proud because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor. I cast you to the ground; I 
exposed you before kings, to feast their eyes on you. 18 By the multitude of your iniquities, in the unrighteousness of your 
trade you profaned your sanctuaries; so I brought fire out from your midst; it consumed you, and I turned you to ashes on 
the earth in the sight of all who saw you. 19 All who know you among the peoples are appalled at you; you have come to a 
dreadful end and shall be no more forever.ó 

 
Isaiah 14:12-15 12 òHow you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How you are cut down to the ground, you 
who laid the nations low! 13 You said in your heart, ôI will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will set my throne on 
high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; 14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I 
will make myself like the Most High.õ 15 But you are brought down to Sheol, to the far reaches of the pit. 

 
Satanõs rebellion was due to the sin of pride (see 1 Timothy 3:6 and Ezekiel 28:12-19). He wanted to glorify 
himself instead of glorifying God, and because of this he was punished by being thrown out of heaven. 
Scripture indicates that in his fall he took 1/3 of the angels with him (read Rev. 12:4). 

1 Timothy 3:6. 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the 
condemnation of the devil. 

Rev. 12:4. 4 His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon 
stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it. 

 
1. Satanõs names describe what he is like.  Some of his names are: 

a. Satan (this Hebrew word means òadversaryó or òenemyó; Matthew 4:10) 
b. Destroyer (Rev 9:11) 
c. Tempter (Matt 4:3, 1 Thess 3:5) 
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d. Accuser of the brethren (Rev. 12:10) 
e. Deceiver (Rev 12:9, 20:3) 
f. Father of lies (John 8:44) 
g. Disguised as an angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14) 
h. Prince of this world (John 12:31) 
i. Devil (which means "slanderer," Matthew 4:1) 

Matthew 4:10. 10 Then Jesus said to him, òBe gone, Satan! For it is written, òôYou shall worship the Lord your God and him 
only shall you serve.õó 

Rev 9:11. 11 They have as king over them the angel of the bottomless pit. His name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek he 
is called Apollyon. 

Matt 4:3. 3 And the tempter came and said to him, òIf you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 
bread.ó  

1 Thess 3:5. 5 For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, I sent to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow the 
tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in vain. 

Rev 12:10. 10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, òNow the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God 
and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day 
and night before our God. 

Rev 12:9. 9 And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of 
the whole worldñhe was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 

Rev 20:3  3 and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, 
until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while. 

John 8:44 44 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own 
character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 

2 Cor. 11:14 14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 

John 12:31 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 

Matthew 4:1 1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 

2. What does Satan do? 
a. Tempts (2 Cor. 11:3) 
b. Steals, kills and destroys (John 10:10) 
c. Tries to distract people from the Gospel (Matt. 13:19) 
d. Accuses believers (Rev. 12:10) 
e. Hinders missionaries (1 Thess. 2:18) 
f. Causes persecution against believers (Rev. 2:10) 
g. Blinds the minds of unbelievers (2 Cor. 4:4) and snatches the Word from their hearts (Luke 8:12). 
h. Prowls like a lion, seeking to devour you (1 Peter 5:8) 

2 Cor. 11:3 3 But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere 
and pure devotion to Christ. 

John 10:10 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 

Matt. 13:19 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 

Rev 12:10. 10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, òNow the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God 
and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day 
and night before our God. 

1 Thess. 2:18 18 because we wanted to come to youñI, Paul, again and againñbut Satan hindered us. 
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Rev. 2:10 10 Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you 
may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

2 Cor 4:4 4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light 
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

Luke 8:12 12 The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their 
hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 

1 Peter 5:8 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 
devour 

How Does Satan Influence Christians? 
 
While Christians cannot be demon possessed (demon possession is discussed later in this lesson), they can be 
influenced and tempted by Satan. One of Satanõs main goals is to try to get Christians to be disobedient to 
God in various ways. 

 
One of the biggest ways that Satan works in the lives of Christians is by preventing them from studying their 
Bible and praying. If Satan can prevent a Christian from spending time with God in Bible study and prayer, he 
can prevent them from having power in their lives, so this is an area of real spiritual warfare. Satan 
works in ways that are usually not obvious to us.  He may try to prevent you from praying by keeping you 
busy with other òimportantó things, or by convincing you that you are too tired or that it is not really necessary.  
How does Satan try to keep you from praying and studying the Bible? _______________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Satan also is constantly trying to tempt Christians to sin in their actions.  He tempts us to sin in various 
ways, such as stealing, lying, sexual immorality, gossiping, etc. 

 
What is an area of temptation that is difficult for you?  ___________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

In addition to tempting us to sin by our actions, Satan also tempts us to sin in our attitude. He tries to focus 
our minds on things that will make us bitter or critical or depressed or angry or unforgiving. He tries to keep 
us from being thankful and rejoicing. How does Satan tempt you to sin in your attitude? ________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Read 1 Corinthians 10:13. 13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and 
he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of 
escape, that you may be able to endure it. 

What is true about every temptation we face?  __________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Who will help you when you are tempted? _____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Does God always remove the temptation?  _________________________________________________________ 

 

List the two things God does to help you when you are tempted. ____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

It is a great comfort to Christians to know that God will help them to resist temptation and will provide a 
òway of escape.ó The Bible tells us about four different òways of escapeó when dealing with temptation: 

 
1. Know the truths of scripture 

The best way to defend against Satanõs temptations and lies is by knowing and memorizing 
scripture. This is the way Christ dealt with Satan when Satan tempted Him in the wilderness 
(Matthew 4:1-11). Every time Satan tempted Him, Jesus responded by saying, òIt is written . . .ó 
òIt is written . . .ó Jesus used scripture to defeat the devil. 

Matthew 4:1-11 1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 
2 And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to him, 
òIf you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.ó 4 But he answered, òIt is 
written, òôMan shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of  
God.õó5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6 and said to 
him, òIf you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, òôHe will command his angels 
concerning you,õ and òôOn their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.õó 
7 Jesus said to him, òAgain it is written, ôYou shall not put the Lord your God to the test.õó 8 Again, the 
devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 
9 And he said to him, òAll these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.ó 10 Then Jesus said 
to him, òBe gone, Satan! For it is written, òôYou shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you 
serve.õó 11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 

In order to effectively handle spiritual warfare, you must know your Bible. In the spiritual armor of 
a Christian, the Bible is referred to as òthe swordó (Ephesians 6:17, òand take the helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of Godó), and a person who does not 
know this òswordó very well is not prepared for spiritual warfare. Knowing scripture is very 
important because Satanõs lies cannot stand up to the truth of scripture. For example, if Satan tries 
to make a new convert doubt that he is saved, the best thing for that person to do is to have a 
scripture memorized that clearly says that anyone who has received Jesus Christ will have everlasting 
life. Declaring a verse like John 5:24 (òTruly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from 
death to life.ó) in Satanõs face will defeat his lies that can lead to doubt and discouragement and sin. 
 

2. Maintain a regular devotional life 
When a Christian has a deep and regular devotional life, he is much less likely to give in to the 
temptations of Satan. The more you love God and the more you are aware of His presence and 
submitted to Him -- the easier it will be to resist temptation. James 4:7 says, òSubmit yourselves to 
God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.ó When you submit to God you are able to resist the 
devil and cause him to flee. 

 
3. Pray for strength to resist temptation 
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At the moment when you are being tempted, it is important to pray and ask God to give you victory 
over the temptation. In Luke 22:40 Jesus said to His disciples, "Pray that you will not fall into 
temptation." When we pray, God will give us strength to resist. In 2 Thessalonians 3:3 we read, 
òBut the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil one.ó 
 

4. Flee temptation 
Sometimes the best way to resist temptation is to flee -- to get away from the source of temptation. 
This is especially true with the temptation of lust.  Joseph is a good example of this in Genesis 39. 
When Potipharõs wife tried to seduce him, did Joseph sit down beside her and pray for God to help 
him resist temptation? No! He ran away! 1 Corinthians 6:18 tells us to flee from the temptation of 
sexual sin. Fleeing sexual temptation means being careful not to get into a situation that might cause 
you to lust. And if you unexpectedly find yourself in a situation where you are tempted to sin, leave 
as quickly as you can. This also true of any situation in which there is a struggle with addictive 
behaviorñflee the temptation! 

 
Genesis 39:7-12.

 7 And after a time his master's wife cast her eyes on Joseph and said, òLie with me.ó 
8 But he refused and said to his master's wife, òBehold, because of me my master has no concern about 
anything in the house, and he has put everything that he has in my charge. 9 He is not greater in this 
house than I am, nor has he kept back anything from me except you, because you are his wife. How 
then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?ó 10 And as she spoke to Joseph day after day, he 
would not listen to her, to lie beside her or to be with her.11 But one day, when he went into the house to 
do his work and none of the men of the house was there in the house, 12 she caught him by his garment, 
saying, òLie with me.ó But he left his garment in her hand and fled and got out of the house. 
 
1 Corinthians 6:18, ò Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, 
but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body.ó 

 
What are some ways you can fight against Satan when he tempts you in the following areas: 

 
a. Not reading your Bible or praying. ________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Your behavior/actions (Pick a specific sinful behavior and write a specific way to fight it. 
Example: If  the sin is gossip, then avoid people who gossip, change the subject, memorize 
scripture such as Psalm 141:3, òSet a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of 
my lips!ó____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. Your attitude (Think of a particular temptation you struggle with, and write a specific way to fight it. 
Example: If the sin is always being critical, then pray for God to help you see the positives, 
memorize scripture such as Ephesians 4:29, òLet no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but 
only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear,ó etc.) 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

What Is Demon Possession? 
The term òdemon possessionó is used to describe what happens when Satan or one of his demons enters a 
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person and takes control of him or her. 

 
What Does Demonic Possession Look Like? 

 
A. Violent Examples 

Demon possession can be obvious and violent. Describe what the people saw in these passages:  

Mark 5:1-20 They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. 2 And when Jesus 
had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. 
3 He lived among the tombs. And no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, 4 for he had 
often been bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the 
shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him. 5 Night and day among the tombs and on 
the mountains he was always crying out and cutting himself with stones. 6 And when he saw Jesus from 
afar, he ran and fell down before him. 7 And crying out with a loud voice, he said, òWhat have you to 
do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.ó 8 For he was 
saying to him, òCome out of the man, you unclean spirit!ó 9 And Jesus asked him, òWhat is your 
name?ó He replied, òMy name is Legion, for we are many.ó 10 And he begged him earnestly not to send 
them out of the country. 11 Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, 12 and they 
begged him, saying, òSend us to the pigs; let us enter them.ó 13 So he gave them permission. And the 
unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs; and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed 
down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the sea. 14 The herdsmen fled and told it in the city 
and in the country. And people came to see what it was that had happened. 15 And they came to Jesus 
and saw the demon-possessed man, the one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in his 
right mind, and they were afraid. 16 And those who had seen it described to them what had happened to 
the demon-possessed man and to the pigs. 17 And they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region. 
18 As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons begged him that he 
might be with him. 19 And he did not permit him but said to him, òGo home to your friends and tell 
them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.ó 20 And he went away 
and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone marveled. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Mark 1:26 26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came 
out of him. ______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Mark 9:17-26 17 And someone from the crowd answered him, òTeacher, I brought my son to you, for 
he has a spirit that makes him mute. 18 And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams 
and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.ó 
19 And he answered them, òO faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to 
bear with you? Bring him to me.ó 20 And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, 
immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 
21 And Jesus asked his father, òHow long has this been happening to him?ó And he said, òFrom 
childhood. 22 And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do 
anything, have compassion on us and help us.ó 23 And Jesus said to him, òôIf you canõ! All things are 
possible for one who believes.ó 24 Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, òI believe; help 
my unbelief!ó 25 And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean 
spirit, saying to it, òYou mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and never enter him 
again.ó 26 And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, 
so that most of them said, òHe is dead.ó  _______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________  
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Acts 8:7 7 For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who had them, 
and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. _______________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

B. Non-Violent Examples 
Demon possession can also look very sophisticated and non-violent.  In Luke 22:3 and John 13:27 we 
are told that òSatan entered Judas.ó Judas was in a position of leadership and was trusted as the 
treasurer for the disciples. There was no outward sign that Satan had entered Judas. Satan did not do 
this in a dramatic, obvious way. 

 
Another example is found in Acts 16:16-18,

 16 As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by 
a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling. 17 She 
followed Paul and us, crying out, òThese men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to 
you the way of salvation.ó 18 And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly 
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, òI command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of 
her.ó And it came out that very hour. Although she was demon possessed, it was not outwardly 
obvious -- in fact, she followed the disciples saying, òThese men are servants of the Most High God, 
who are telling you the way to be saved.ó It is important to remember that Satan can appear innocent 
and harmless, or even as an òangel of lightó (something beautiful such as false religions). 

 
What Can We Do When Confronted With Demonic Powers? 
In Ephesians 6:12 we read, òFor we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places.ó Our weapons against Satan are spiritual weapons. As was mentioned earlier, one of the 
most important weapons against Satan is the Word of God. (Ephesians 6:17, òand take the helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,ó). It is VERY IMPORTANT for you to 
memorize scripture and use scripture against the devil, just as Jesus did in Matthew 4:1-10. Knowing and 
memorizing scripture is the single most important thing you can do to defend yourself against the attacks 
and temptations of Satan. How are you doing in the area of memorizing scripture? Are you in the habit of 
memorizing new scriptures on a regular basis, and reviewing scriptures you have memorized in the past? 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Matthew 4:1-10. 1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And 
after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to him, òIf you are 
the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.ó 4 But he answered, òIt is written, 
òôMan shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.õó5 Then the 
devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6 and said to him, òIf you are the 
Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, òôHe will command his angels concerning you,õ and òôOn 
their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.õó 7 Jesus said to him, òAgain it is 
written, ôYou shall not put the Lord your God to the test.õó 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high 
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to him, òAll these I 
will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.ó 10 Then Jesus said to him, òBe gone, Satan! For it is 
written, òôYou shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.õó 

In addition to knowing scripture, here are some other important things to remember when you are dealing 
with demonic powers: 

 
1) Know the authority you have been given 

Read Luke 10:17- 20.  17 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, òLord, even the demons are subject to us in your 
name!ó 18 And he said to them, òI saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I have given you authority to 



84  

tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do 
not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.ó 

 
What authority has been given to those who are Christians? _____________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Acts 8:6-8 and Acts 16:18.  The ability to expel demons is not related to any spiritual gift, but has 
to do with the believerõs position in Christ and His authority over the powers of darkness (Ephesians 
1:19-21; 2:4-6). At the cross, Jesus òdisarmed the powers and authorities,ó (Colossians 2:15) which 
means that those who believe in Christ can have the victory over Satan and his demons. 

Acts 8:6-8. 6 And the crowds with one accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip when 
they heard him and saw the signs that he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came 
out of many who had them, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. 8 So there was much 
joy in that city. 

Acts 16:18. 18 And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and 
said to the spirit, òI command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.ó And it came out 
that very hour. 

Ephesians 1:19-21. 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, 
according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to 
come. 

Ephesians 2:4-6. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 
5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christñby grace you have 
been savedñ 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 

Colossians 2:15. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing 
over them in him. 

 
An illustration of the authority we have over Satan can be seen in the example of a policeman who tells a 
truck driver to stop. The truck has a great deal of power, but the policeman has authority to tell it to stop, 
so the truck driver must obey. Likewise, Satan is a powerful adversary, but we have authority over him in 
Jesusõ name (Luke 10:19, òBehold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over 
all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you.ó 

 
2) Do not fear 

Read 2 Tim. 1:7. òfor God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.ó 
 
What spirit has God not given us, and what spirit has He given us? _________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Read 1 John 4:4. òLittle children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is 
greater than he who is in the world.ó What does this verse tell us about the power of God and the 
power of Satan? ________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Because God does not give us a spirit of fear and because of the promise that God who is in us is greater 
than Satan, we should have no fear of Satan or demons. 

 
3) Put on the armor of God 

The Bible tells us that we have protection from the schemes of Satan, namely, theó armor of Godó. Read 
Ephesians 6:10-18 and answer the following questions: 

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, having 
fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your 
feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances take up the shield of 
faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all 
prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 

Who is our struggle against? Who is it not against? (vs. 12) __________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does the armor of God give us the strength to do? (vs. 11, 13) ___________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________    

Below is a list of the different parts of the armor of God, along with what they can protect us from: 
Belt of Truth counteracts the lies of Satan 
Breastplate of Righteousness counteracts Satan's impurity. 
Shoes of the Gospel of Peace  counteracts Satan's deception of the nations 
Shield of Faith counteracts Satan's fiery arrows of doubt 
Helmet of Salvation counteracts Satan's false religions 
Sword of the Word counteracts Satan's false teachings 

 
Key Question: All of the armor is DEFENSIVE except for which one? The Bible is the sword in our 
hand that we use to conquer enemy territory. The fully equipped Christian needs both defensive AND 
offensive armor. Remember to use the armor of God when you encounter spiritual warfare by speaking 
the truth, claiming the righteousness of God, proclaiming the gospel of peace, holding firm to your faith in 
God, standing on the knowledge of your salvation, and fighting back with the powerful sword of the 
Word of God. 

4) Two are usually better than one 
When confronting Satan/demons, it is better not to go alone but to go with another Christian. In Luke 
10, Jesus sent His disciples out two by two so that they could offer support, encouragement, and 
accountability to each other. As Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 says, òTwo are better than one, because they have a 
good return for their work: If  one falls down, his friend can help him up.ó 

 
5) Be humble 

Remember that one of the key elements of spiritual warfare is humility. Humility is something that 
Satan does not have. Lack of humility (pride) was the cause of his fall. Our humility is the exact 
opposite of Satanõs pride. We need to always keep in mind that the power and authority we have over 
Satan comes not by anything we do or by any goodness or greatness on our part, but only because of the 
power of God. In all things we must seek to glorify God and be humble in ourselves. In what ways 
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have you been guilty of the sin of pride? 

 
Can A Christian Be Demon-Possessed? 
The Bible teaches that if a person is a Christian, he is free from demonic possession because 1 Cor. 6:19-20 says 
that a Christian is the temple of the Holy Spirit. It is impossible for Satan or his demons to live in the temple of 
the Holy Spirit.  In addition, there are many scriptures which teach us that God protects His children from the 
evil one. Look up the verses and write what they tell us about Godõs protection. 
 
1 Cor. 6:19-20.

 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have 
from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 

 
 
Col. 1:13: òHe has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his 
beloved Son,ó ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Acts 26:18: òto open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to 
God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.õó      

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

John 17:15: òI do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one.ó 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1 Thess. 3:3: òBut the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil one.ó ________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

1 John 4:4: òLittle children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he 
who is in the world.ó __________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1 John 5:18: òWe know that everyone who has been born of God does not keep on sinning, but he who was 
born of God protects him, and the evil one does not touch him. _______________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DEVOTIONAL  THOUGHT:  Have you ever experienced the òTLCó of Satan? First, he Tempts you,  
then he L ies to you, saying òIf you do this sin you will be so happy and satisfied.ó Then, after youõve 
committed the sin, he Condemns you (see Rev. 12:10) and says òWhat kind of rotten Christian would do what 
you just did?ó Discuss your experiences in these areas. How does Romans 8:1 counteract Satanõs 
condemnation? 

Rev. 12:10. 10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, òNow the salvation and the power and 
the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our 
brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 

Romans 8:1. òThere is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.ó 

 
THIS  WEEK: Work on putting into practice the action steps you wrote on page 80 to deal with temptations 
you face. Next week, tell the person who is discipling you how you did in those areas. Donõt get discouraged 
if it takes a while to conquer those areas of sinñjust keep pressing on and you will know Godõs blessing! 
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Assignment for Chapter 10 
 

What do I  Need to Know about Stewardship? 
 
NOTE:  Complete and check each of the following assignments before you on to chapter 11: 

   Study and complete the material for chapter 10. 

   Discuss your answers to the questions in chapter 10 with the person who is discipling you. 

   Memorize Malachi 3:10, and tell it to the person who is discipling you. 

   Review your actions steps regarding temptation (page 28). How are you doing in these areas? 

   Review the memory verses from previous weeks, and review the names of the books of the New 
Testament and Old Testament. 

 John 3:16-17. 16 òFor God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

 1 John 5:12-13. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have 
eternal life. 

 Exodus 15:11. 11 òWho is like you, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome 
in glorious deeds, doing wonders 

 Psalm 119:9-11. 9 How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word. 
10 With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your commandments! 11 I have stored up your 
word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. 

 1 John 5:14. 14 And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his 
will he hears us. 

 Mathew 28:18-20. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, òAll authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.ó 

 Colossians 3:12-14. 12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on 
love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

 Galatians 5: 22-23. 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

 Luke 10:19. 19 Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power 
of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 

 1 John 4:4.  4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater 
than he who is in the world. 

 Malachi 3:10. 10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby 
put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down 
for you a blessing until there is no more need. 
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Chapter 10 
 

What do I  Need to Know about Stewardship? 
 

 
 

Memorize Malachi 3:10 

Malachi 3:10. 10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And 
thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you 
and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. 

 
 
Note to the discipler: Because this particular lesson is short, try to go on an evangelistic visit with the 
person you are discipling this week. Have them share their testimony and present the Romans Road (or 
another gospel presentation) to an unbeliever. 

 
What Is Stewardship? 
A steward is someone who takes care of something for someone else. Stewardship is taking care of what 
God has given us and using it in a way that is obedient to Him. 

Read Deut. 8:18 18 You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, 
that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day. 

Read 1 Chronicles 29:14.   14 òBut who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able thus to offer 
willingly? For all things come from you, and of your own have we given you. 

What things do we own that have been given to us by God? What things do we own that do NOT come 
from God? __________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

From the verses above we can see that there is nothing we possess that was not given to us by God. The 
ability to work and earn money comes from Him, and everything we own is a gift from Him. It  is important 
to recognize that we do not actually own our possessions, because everything in the world belongs to God. 
We are simply stewards (i.e. caretakers) of the things God has allowed us to have. 

 
Sometimes Christians see some of their possessions as coming from God, but see other of their possessions 
as coming from their own hard work.  If a stranger came up to you on the street and gave you a CD player, 
it would be easy to believe that this was a gift from God. If someone in the church needed to use it for a 
church program, you might cheerfully loan it, because it was òGodõs CD player.ó But if you worked hard 
for months and saved up your money little by little until you finally had enough to buy a new CD player, 
would you recognize this as òGodõs CD playeró? Would you be just as willing to cheerfully loan it to the 
church, or would you see this CD player as òyoursó? 

 
The verses that you looked up earlier show that in Godõs eyes both of the CD players belong to Him, and 
were gifts to you. No matter how you got the things you possess, they are Godõs, and He has given them to 
you to take care of in a manner that pleases Him. Taking proper care of the gifts God has given you is 
ògood stewardship.ó 

 
What Are The Right Attitudes Toward Money? 
A very important part of being a good steward is being wise in the way you handle your money. The Bible 
makes over 700 direct references to money and over 300 indirect references to money -- 1,000 references in 
all!  It  is also interesting that 12 of the 38 parables that Jesus told dealt with the issue of money. 
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It is clear that the way we spend our money and our attitude toward wealth is important to God. What does 
the Bible say about the proper attitudes and spending habits of a Christian? Let us begin with looking at 
what our attitude toward wealth should be. We have already seen that all of our wealth comes from God. 
Another verse that supports this is Haggai 2:8 which says, òôThe silver is mine and the gold is mine,' declares 
the LORD Almighty.ó  In our attitude toward our money, we need to always be aware that our money is 
truly Godõs money. 

Read Heb. 13:5 5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has 
said, òI will never leave you nor forsake you.ó 

Read 1 Tim. 6:10. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some 
have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. 

 
How should we not feel about our money? (Heb 13:5, 1 Tim 6:10)_______________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

The verses above do not say that having money is sinful -- but they do say that loving money is sinful. A 
person loves money when he or she spends a lot of time thinking and worrying about how much money one 
has and how one can become wealthier and buy more things. If  having a lot of money is very important to 
you, and if you are not generous, but struggle with giving away your money, then you need to examine your 
heart as you may be guilty of the sin of loving money. 

 
In Matthew 6:21, Jesus says a very powerful statement regarding our treasure and our hearts. In the Greek, it 
is future tense and so we should translate the verse as, òFor where your treasure is, there your heart WILL 
BE also.ó (The New International Version rightly translates it this way). This is an extremely important 
principle in that it is the key that unlocks the door to cheerful giving. Rather than wait until we feel cheerful 
(for our hearts to be in it), Jesus is teaching us the principle of feelings follow actions. If we want our hearts 
to be in it, we donõt wait until we feel like it, we do it, and then weõll feel like it. A simply way to phrase it 
would be òemotion follows motion.ó 
 
Read Matthew 6:19-21. 19 òDo not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also. 
 
Where does God say we should store up treasure?  How do you think we can do that?  _____________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Three Aspects of Stewardship 
As was said earlier, there are over 1,000 references to money in the Bible. All of those references could be 
summarized in these three words: Work, Save and Give. 

 
1) Work 

Work itself is to be seen as a gift from God. Adam and Eve worked in the garden even before the curse! 
God will not drop what we need from heaven into our lap while we sit and do nothing; rather, He expects 
us to work diligently in order to earn money to supply the needs of ourselves and our families. Then as we 
are diligent in our work, God will bless our efforts. Look up the following verses and write out what they 
say about the importance of working: 

 
Prov. 6:6-11. 6 Go to the ant, O sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise. 7 Without having any chief, officer, or 
ruler, 8 she prepares her bread in summer and gathers her food in harvest. 9 How long will you lie there, O 
sluggard? When will you arise from your sleep? 10 A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, 
11 and poverty will come upon you like a robber, and want like an armed man. _________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Prov. 13:4 4 The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, while the soul of the diligent is richly supplied. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Prov. 14:23. 23 In all toil there is profit, but mere talk tends only to poverty._________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Prov. 20:4. 4 The sluggard does not plow in the autumn; he will seek at harvest and have nothing. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Col. 3:23-24. 23Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from 
the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.__________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

2 Thess. 3:10. 10 For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not willing 
to work, let him not eat. ________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Bible teaches that money is made through hard work. Proverbs 31 tells us about a woman who òsets 
about her work vigorously,ó who òrises while it is still dark,ó whose òlamp does not go out at nightó and 
who òdoes not eat the bread of idleness.ó We are told that this woman òshall be praisedó (Prov 31:30). 
God wants us to be hard working and industrious like this woman. This is part of being a good steward. 

Proverbs 31: 15-29: 15 She rises while it is yet night and provides food for her household and portions for her 
maidens. 16 She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard. 17 She dresses 
herself with strength and makes her arms strong. 18 She perceives that her merchandise is profitable. Her lamp 
does not go out at night.19 She puts her hands to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle. 20 She opens her 
hand to the poor and reaches out her hands to the needy. 21 She is not afraid of snow for her household, for all 
her household are clothed in scarlet. 22 She makes bed coverings for herself; her clothing is fine linen and purple. 
23 Her husband is known in the gates when he sits among the elders of the land. 24 She makes linen garments and 
sells them; she delivers sashes to the merchant. 25 Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time 
to come. 26 She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. 27 She looks well to 
the ways of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness. 28 Her children rise up and call her blessed; her 
husband also, and he praises her: 29 òMany women have done excellently, but you surpass them all.ó 

There is a story about a maid who was asked to sweep the house. In one of the rooms there was a large 
bed in the corner. She moved the entire bed and swept the area no one could see. A friend asked her, 
òWhy do you sweep the areas that no one sees?ó  The young girl answered, òBecause Jesus can see this area. 
I am sweeping this area not for anyone else -- just for Jesus.ó She was cleaning under the bed not for the 
praise of other people, but just because she wanted to be a diligent worker in the eyes of Jesus. When was 
the last time you did something just for Jesus? 

 
Even if we do not have a job, we should diligently work at trying to find a job, and at doing such things as 
we are able in order to meet our needs. We should not simply sit idle. Some people refuse to work rather 
than take a job that they feel is òbeneath their dignity.ó This is not right. Some people think that they can 
get money by buying lottery tickets, but this is NOT a legitimate way to make money. In order to practice 
good stewardship, we must first be willing to work hard for the things we need. 

 
2) Save 

Another important aspect of being a good steward is saving wisely for the future. In Proverbs 6:6-11 and in 
Proverbs 30:25, God uses the simple ant as an example for us. Read these verses. 

Prov. 6:6-11. 6 Go to the ant, O sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise. 7 Without having any chief, officer, or 
ruler, 8 she prepares her bread in summer and gathers her food in harvest. 9 How long will you lie there, O 
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sluggard? When will you arise from your sleep? 10 A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, 
11 and poverty will come upon you like a robber, and want like an armed man. 

Prov. 30:24-25 24 Four things on earth are small, but they are exceedingly wise: 25 the ants are a people not 
strong, yet they provide their food in the summer; 

After reading the verses, write down the principles that can be learned about saving: _________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

God says that the ant that saves is òwiseó (Prov 30:24). God wants us to also be wise and develop good 
saving habits. We shouldnõt spend all that we have as soon as we get it, without thinking of the future. 
While God does not want us to hoard our wealth, He does want us to be wise and to save what we need for 
the future. Consider Joseph, who advised Pharaoh to set aside some of the harvest in good years in 
preparation for the coming famine. If  we never save any money, we will be less likely to have the 
opportunity to improve our situation in life. In addition, if we do not save we will not be prepared if 
difficult times come, such as loss of work or health problems. It is good stewardship to save money each 
month so that you can be prepared for the future. 

 
Another reason to save money is so that we can help our children. Proverbs 13:22 says, òA good man 
leaves an inheritance for his children's children.ó Yet another important reason to save is so that we can 
help the poor. Deuteronomy 15:11 says, òThere will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I 
command you to be openhanded toward your brothers and toward the poor and needy in your land.ó If we 
donõt save our money, we will not have extra money to help those in need. 

 
Remember that saving does not mean hoarding. Saving means wisely putting aside a certain amount so that 
you will have it for future needs. Hoarding is saving more than you need because of a love for possessions 
and money. Ecclesiastes 5:13 says, òI have seen a grievous evil under the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm 
of its owner.ó  Hoarding money with the wrong attitude is harmful, but saving money with the right attitude 
is wise. 

 
How are you in the area of saving? Do you have a saving plan -- do you faithfully save at least a small 
amount of money each month? It is wise to try to save at least 5-10% of your income every month. Write 
out below what your current method of saving is, and any new goals you feel the Lord is leading you to set. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3) Give to God through Hi s Church 

God wants us to have the right attitude about money. Our desire to have money and possessions should 
never be greater than our desire to please God and live in obedience to Him. God wants us to work for our 
money, to save it wisely, and then use our money not simply to make our own life better, but to enable the 
church to help physically needy and spiritually needy people in this world. An important part of living the 
Christian life and practicing good stewardship is giving faithfully to the Lordõs work. Godõs Word gives us 
some principles to follow as we give to the Lordõs work: 

 
a.  We should always give God the best of what we have. Read Malachi 1:6-14. 6 òA son honors his father, and 

a servant his master. If then I am a father, where is my honor? And if I am a master, where is my fear? says 
the Lord of hosts to you, O priests, who despise my name. But you say, ôHow have we despised your 
name?õ 7 By offering polluted food upon my altar. But you say, ôHow have we polluted you?õ By saying that 
the Lord's table may be despised. 8 When you offer blind animals in sacrifice, is that not evil? And when you 
offer those that are lame or sick, is that not evil? Present that to your governor; will he accept you or show 
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you favor? says the Lord of hosts. 9 And now entreat the favor of God, that he may be gracious to us. With 
such a gift from your hand, will he show favor to any of you? says the Lord of hosts. 10 Oh that there were 
one among you who would shut the doors, that you might not kindle fire on my altar in vain! I have no 
pleasure in you, says the Lord of hosts, and I will not accept an offering from your hand. 11 For from the 
rising of the sun to its setting my name will be great among the nations, and in every place incense will be 
offered to my name, and a pure offering. For my name will be great among the nations, says the Lord of 
hosts. 12 But you profane it when you say that the Lord's table is polluted, and its fruit, that is, its food may 
be despised. 13 But you say, ôWhat a weariness this is,õ and you snort at it, says the Lord of hosts. You bring 
what has been taken by violence or is lame or sick, and this you bring as your offering! Shall I accept that 
from your hand? says the Lord. 14 Cursed be the cheat who has a male in his flock, and vows it, and yet 
sacrifices to the Lord what is blemished. For I am a great King, says the Lord of hosts, and my name will be 
feared among the nations. 

 
What kind of lambs were the people bringing for their sacrifice? _______________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

What was Godõs response to their offering? ________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
If you had an important guest come to your house for dinner, would you give him the very best 
meal you could make, or would you give him the leftover food you were going to give the dog? 
Of course you would not want to dishonor him by giving him the leftover scraps. In the same 
way, we must not dishonor God by giving only our leftover, unneeded portion of an offering to 
Him. We must show our love and worship by giving God our best, not our leftover spare 
change. 

 
b.  We need to give God our full tithe:  Read Malachi 3:7-10.

 7 From the days of your fathers you have 
turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the Lord 
of hosts. But you say, ôHow shall we return?õ 8 Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, 
ôHow have we robbed you?õ In your tithes and contributions. 9 You are cursed with a curse, for you are 
robbing me, the whole nation of you. 10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in 
my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven 
for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. 
 
How do we rob God? ________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

What amazing blessing does God promise if we give Him our full tithe? _________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

We must understand that Godõs blessings may not necessarily be financial. For example, His blessing 
might be that your children grow up to marry very godly spouses who deeply love Christ. 

 
In addition, many of the blessings that God promises for our obedience may not be received in this 
world. Many of His blessings will be reserved for that wonderful time when we are in heaven in the 
presence of God. Although we do not know when and how God will bless us, we can be certain that He 
will bless us richly according to the promises in His Word. These verses in Malachi (and a number of 
other verses in the Bible) give us Godõs promise that if we faithfully give Him our full tithe, He will 
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faithfully bless us. 

 
What is a "titheó? It comes from a Hebrew word which means òone-tenth.ó See Leviticus 27:32 where 
every tenth possession was given to the Lord. Thus, a tithe is 10 percent of our income, given to the 
church in which we are worshiping and serving. 

 
Giving a tenth to God was recognized as a duty, and was an important part of the Jewish religious 
worship. Jacob vowed to give his tithe to the Lord when he said, òOf all that you shall give me I will 
surely give the tenth unto youó (Gen. 28:22). In the days of Hezekiah one of the first results of the 
reformation of religion was the eagerness with which the people brought in their tithes (2 Chronicles 
31:5, 6). The neglect of this duty was sternly rebuked by the prophets (Amos 4:4; Malachi 3:8-10). 

 
The Old Testament clearly taught the giving of three tithes: 

1) The first 10% was to be given to support the religious leaders and the local place of worship 
(see Lev. 27:30-33, Numbers 18:21 and Deut. 12:5-18). 

Lev. 27:30-33. 30 òEvery tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the trees, is the 
Lord's; it is holy to the Lord. 31 If a man wishes to redeem some of his tithe, he shall add a fifth to it. 32 And 
every tithe of herds and flocks, every tenth animal of all that pass under the herdsman's staff, shall be holy 
to the Lord. 33 One shall not differentiate between good or bad, neither shall he make a substitute for it; 
and if he does substitute for it, then both it and the substitute shall be holy; it shall not be redeemed.ó 

Numbers 18:21 21 òTo the Levites I have given every tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their 
service that they do, their service in the tent of meeting, 

Deut. 12:5-18. 5 But you shall seek the place that the Lord your God will choose out of all your tribes to 
put his name and make his habitation there. There you shall go, 6 and there you shall bring your burnt 
offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and the contribution that you present, your vow offerings, your 
freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herd and of your flock. 7 And there you shall eat before the 
Lord your God, and you shall rejoice, you and your households, in all that you undertake, in which the 
Lord your God has blessed you. 8 òYou shall not do according to all that we are doing here today, everyone 
doing whatever is right in his own eyes, 9 for you have not as yet come to the rest and to the inheritance 
that the Lord your God is giving you. 10 But when you go over the Jordan and live in the land that the Lord 
your God is giving you to inherit, and when he gives you rest from all your enemies around, so that you 
live in safety, 11 then to the place that the Lord your God will choose, to make his name dwell there, there 
you shall bring all that I command you: your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and the 
contribution that you present, and all your finest vow offerings that you vow to the Lord. 12 And you shall 
rejoice before the Lord your God, you and your sons and your daughters, your male servants and your 
female servants, and the Levite that is within your towns, since he has no portion or inheritance with you. 
13 Take care that you do not offer your burnt offerings at any place that you see, 14 but at the place that the 
Lord will choose in one of your tribes, there you shall offer your burnt offerings, and there you shall do all 
that I am commanding you. 15 òHowever, you may slaughter and eat meat within any of your towns, as 
much as you desire, according to the blessing of the Lord your God that he has given you. The unclean 
and the clean may eat of it, as of the gazelle and as of the deer. 16 Only you shall not eat the blood; you shall 
pour it out on the earth like water. 17 You may not eat within your towns the tithe of your grain or of your 
wine or of your oil, or the firstborn of your herd or of your flock, or any of your vow offerings that you 
vow, or your freewill offerings or the contribution that you present, 18 but you shall eat them before the 
Lord your God in the place that the Lord your God will choose, you and your son and your daughter, your 
male servant and your female servant, and the Levite who is within your towns. And you shall rejoice 
before the Lord your God in all that you undertake. 

 
2) The second 10% was like a tax (see Deut. 14:22-27). 

Deut. 14:22-27. 22 òYou shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. 23 And 
before the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the 
tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may 
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learn to fear the Lord your God always. 24 And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to 
carry the tithe, when the Lord your God blesses you, because the place is too far from you, which the Lord 
your God chooses, to set his name there, 25 then you shall turn it into money and bind up the money in your 
hand and go to the place that the Lord your God chooses 26 and spend the money for whatever you desireñ
oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever your appetite craves. And you shall eat there before the 
Lord your God and rejoice, you and your household. 27 And you shall not neglect the Levite who is within 
your towns, for he has no portion or inheritance with you. 

3) The third 10% was given every third year to help the poor of the land (Deut. 14:28-29). Thus, 
this third tithe equaled 3.3% a year. 

Deut. 14:28-29. 28 òAt the end of every three years you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in the 
same year and lay it up within your towns. 29 And the Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance with 
you, and the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, who are within your towns, shall come and eat and be 
filled, that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands that you do. 

These tithes averaged 23.3% a year. After giving those 3 tithes, every person was to say before the 
Lord, "I have removed from my house the sacred portion and have given it to the Levite, the alien, the 
fatherless and the widow, according to all you commanded. I have not turned aside from your 
commands nor have I forgotten any of themó (Deut. 26:13-14). Could you or I say that? Have we 
robbed God?  Are we thieves?  Or have we been faithful in giving our full tithe to the Lord? 
 
In considering what a New Testament Christian should give, perhaps the following guidelines will be 
helpful: 

 
Old Testament New Testament 
First tithe - 10% goes to place of worship Our tithe - 10% goes to our place of worship. 
Second tithe - goes to government Christians should pay taxes (Romans 13:7-8).   
Third tithe - goes to help the poor Christians should give to the poor (Romans 15:26). 

Romans 13:7-8. 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, 
respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, 
for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 

Romans 15:26. 26 For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some contribution for the poor among the 
saints at Jerusalem. 

When you read through Deuteronomy 28, it is clear that God blesses those who are faithful in giving 
their full tithes to Him, and God curses those who are not faithful in this area. As mentioned 
earlier, it is important to keep in mind that Godõs blessings are not always in this world -- very often 
Godõs blessings are in the world to come (in heaven). 
 

c. We need to have the right attitude as we give to God. 

 
In addition to instructing us to give our tithe to God, the Bible also tells us what our attitude 
toward giving should be. In 2 Corinthians 9:7, we are told that we should ònot give reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.ó God wants us to give willingly and with 
gladness, not resentfully. 

 
Along with having a cheerful attitude, God wants us to be willing to give sacrificially -- to give 
beyond what we think we can afford. He wants us to be willing to make sacrifices in our own 
lives so that we can help others and further Godõs kingdom on earth. 

 
In 2 Cor. 8:1-9 we see a very good example of giving sacrificially. Read the verses and answer 
these questions: 
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2 Cor. 8: 1-9. We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the 
churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme 
poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For they gave according to their 
means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 4 begging us earnestly for the 
favor of taking part in the relief of the saintsñ 5 and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves 
first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. 6 Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, 
so he should complete among you this act of grace. 7 But as you excel in everythingñin faith, in 
speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for youñsee that you excel in this act of grace 
also.8 I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is 
genuine. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake 
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 

 
How did the church of Macedonia give? (vs. 3) ___________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

What are we told to excel in? (vs. 7)     
 

Are You Pleasing God In Your Giving? 
How are you doing in the area of giving? In the space below, write down your income for each month. 
Then write down how much you give to your church each month. Be careful to be accurate. Now figure 
out what percentage of your income you are giving to God. Is it 10% (or more)? If  so, then you are being 
obedient to God, and will receive His promised blessings (either in this world or in heaven). If not, you are 
disobeying Godõs commands. Ask God to forgive you and begin this week to be obedient to the Word of 
God in the area of tithing and stewardship. 

 
Your monthly income:  Your monthly giving to your church:     

 

Percentage of your income that you are giving to Godõs church: 

 
Note: Any giving that goes to other Christian causes such as missionary support, special ministries, etc. should be after you have 
given 10% to your local church. 

 
Are you giving sacrificially? Are you giving cheerfully?     

 

What changes (if any) do you need to make in your life?  ___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Write out Luke 6:38:  _________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Luke 6:38. 38 give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, 
will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.ó 

Devotional Thought: 
Deuteronomy 8:17-18 says, òYou may say to yourself, ôMy power and the strength of my hands have 
produced this wealth for me.õ But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to 
produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant.ó Spend some time right now in prayer thanking God for the 
ability to go to work and gain a paycheck. Ask Him for His wisdom in practicing good stewardship. Ask 
Him to search your heart and make sure that you have the right attitude toward money, that you are working 
hard, saving wisely, sharing generously, and that you are cheerfully, sacrificially and consistently giving God 
your full tithe. 
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Assignment for Chapter 11 
 

Why is Obedience Important? 

What Should I  Know About Baptism and Lordõs Supper? 
 
NOTE:  Complete and check each of the following assignments before you on to chapter 12: 

  Study and complete the material for chapter 11. 

  Discuss your answers to the questions in chapter 11 with the person who is discipling you. 

  Memorize Ephesians 5:8-10, and tell it to the person who is discipling you. 

  Review the memory verses from previous weeks, and review the names of all the books of the New 
Testament and Old Testament. 

 John 3:16-17. 16 òFor God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him. 

 1 John 5:12-13. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have 
eternal life. 

 Exodus 15:11. 11 òWho is like you, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome 
in glorious deeds, doing wonders 

 Psalm 119:9-11. 9 How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word. 10 With 
my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your commandments! 11 I have stored up your word in my 
heart, that I might not sin against you. 

 1 John 5:14. 14 And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his 
will he hears us. 

 Mathew 28:18-20. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, òAll authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.ó 

 Colossians 3:12-14. 12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

 Galatians 5:22-23. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

 Luke 10:19. 19 Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power 
of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 

 1 John 4:4.  4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater 
than he who is in the world. 

 Malachi 3:10. 10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby 
put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down 
for you a blessing until there is no more need. 

Ephesians 5:8-10. for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of 
light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing 
to the Lord. 
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Chapter 11 
 

Why is Obedience Important? 
What Should I  Know About Baptism and Lordõs Supper? 

 
 

Memorize Ephesians 5:8-10 

Ephesians 5:8-10 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 
children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10 and try to 
discern what is pleasing to the Lord 

 

 
Do You Truly Love Jesus? 
 
As we begin this lesson on obedience, there is a question you must consider: Do you love Jesus? Jesus died a 
horrible death to pay the price for your sins, and through His blood He provided the way for you to have a 
relationship with God. Jesus loves you deeply, prays daily for you, comforts and strengthens you, 
understands your hurts, helps you when you are tempted, and provides for your needs. Do you love Jesus? 
Your actions will show if you truly love Jesus. 

 
Read John 14:15 and 14:21. What will you do if you truly love Jesus? 
John 14:15   If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
John 14:21  Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will 
be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Obedience to Godõs commands is a very important part of the Christian life.  A true follower of Christ will 
strive to be a person of integrity and holiness, making a daily decision to live an obedient and Christ-like life. 

Read 1 John 2:3-4 ( And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. 
4 Whoever says òI know himó but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him) 

a.   What does obeying the Word of God prove? _____________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
b.  What does disobeying the Word of God prove? ___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Nature of a Christian 
When you became a Christian, a wonderful thing happened.  Read 2 Corinthians 5:17 (Therefore, if anyone is 
in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come) and write what that was. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

When you became a Christian, you were made into a new creation.  The old has gone, and the new has come! 
Read Ephesians 4: 22-24 and write the difference between the old self and the new self. 

Ephesians 4:22-24  to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful 
desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in 
true righteousness and holiness. 

Old Self _____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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New Self ____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 The Bible also tells us that when we became Christians we moved from "darkness into light". Read 1 Peter 2:9 
(But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.) and write down (1) 
all the things that this verse tells us about who we are as Christians, and (2) what God did for us: 
(1) _________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

(2) _________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:5 and Ephesians 5:8. What are Christians called in these verses? 

1 Thessalonians 5:5 For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 

Ephesians 5:8   for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

The verses you just read are exciting verses! We are new creations! We have a new nature! We are a chosen 
people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, children of the light! 
 
Why Should I Obey? 
Why should Christians obey the instructions in the Word of God? Do we obey so that we will be loved and 
accepted by God? The answer to that question is òNo!ó Do we obey so that we can go to heaven?  Again, the 
answer to that question is òNo!ó 
 
It  is very important that we understand that our obedience is not what allows us to go to heaven or makes us 
acceptable to God.  We are not saved by what we do.  Our salvation is based simply upon Godõs grace to us in 
the gift of His Son, Jesus, who died to pay the price for our sins.  We will go to heaven only if we have put 
our faith in Jesus, and have received Him into our lives.   It is because of Jesus Christ that we are 
accepted and loved by God.  Nothing we do can make God love us any more or any less.  We are His 
precious children, and we are holy in His sight, simply because of the blood of Jesus which has cleansed us. 
There are two main reasons that we should obey God: 
 
1) Since we are new creations and are children of a King, we should live according to who we are. 

1 Peter 2:9-10 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but 
now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy 

2)  Because we love God, and are grateful to Him for what He has done, we should do the things that please 
Him. Although nothing we do will make God accept us (remember, we are accepted simply because of what 
Jesus has done), we can do things which please or displease God. (For verses that show that it is possible for 
Christians to please or displease God, see 1 Kings 3:10, 1 Chronicles 29:17, Psalm 19:14, Ephesians 5:8-10, 
Colossians 1:10, 1 Thessalonians 4:1, Hebrews 13:16.) 

1Kings 3:10.  It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.  

1 Chronicles 29:17.  I know, my God, that you test the heart and have pleasure in uprightness. In the uprightness of my heart I 
have freely offered all these things, and now I have seen your people, who are present here, offering freely and joyously to you. 

Psalm 19:14. Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be acceptable in your sight O LORD, my rock 
and my redeemer  
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Ephesians 5:8-10. 8for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the 
fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 

Colossians 1:10.  so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God. 

1 Thessalonians 4:1. Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us how you 
ought to walk and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more. 

Hebrews 13:16.  Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God 

If a child does something wrong, her parents may be displeased with her, but they donõt stop loving her. Her 
disobedience does not mean that she is no longer their child. In the same way, we can please or displease 
God by our actions, but we are still His children and we are still loved and accepted by God. 
 
Living According to Who We Are 
No one can consistently live in a manner that is inconsistent with how he perceives himself. If we perceive ourselves as new 
creations in Christ, then our obedience will be an overflow of that perception. We need to live our Christian 
lives according to who we are -- according to our new nature. If we claim to have a relationship with God 
through Jesus, we must demonstrate that through our obedience to Him. 
 
Read 1 John 2:6. (whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.). If we 
claim to be Christians, what must we do? ____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Read 1 Peter 1:14-16. (14As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 
15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, òYou shall be holy, 
for I am holy."). According to verses 15-16, if we are obedient children, what should we do? _____________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

According to verses 14, what should we not do? _______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Read Ephesians 5:8-11. (8for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children 
of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10 and try to discern what is 
pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them.) 

 How should "children of light" walk and live? ______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Obeying God doesnõt just mean that we should go to church and try to avoid big sins like murder, stealing, 
and adultery. Rather, obeying God means that in every choice we are faced with, big or small, we must 
choose to follow the guidelines given in Godõs Word. Every time we experience temptation - even in a 
small thing - we need to choose to live and act according to our new nature. 
 
The story is told of a group of Christians who one day made a commitment to each other that from that 
moment on, every time they were faced with a decision they would ask themselves, òWhat would Jesus do?ó 
Each of these Christians found that as they kept their commitment, their lives changed dramatically. Every time 
they were tempted to gossip or say something unkind, they would ask themselves, òWhat would Jesus do?ó 
Every time they had to make a business decision, they would ask themselves, òWhat would Jesus do?ó Every 
time they were struggling with relationships with other people they would ask, òWhat would Jesus do?ó 
Every time they didnõt feel like working hard, they would ask, òWhat would Jesus do?ó Every time they were 
faced with an opportunity to help someone, they would ask, òWhat would Jesus do?ó 




